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Whilst we are happy to publish items and opinions in this magazine it should be 
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by the Editorial team. Readers should also make their own enquiries about, and 
assessment of, claims and services made by advertisers in this magazine.

Cover photo: The butterfly is a  Limenitis reducta (Southern White Admiral), 
photographed by Nick Montegriffo

Local born SSJ girl wins Olympic medal – but for Australia!
Many Villager readers will remember the Meredith family who used to live in Elderberry 
Cottage in SSJ.  Chris, Sarah and their 3 daughters moved out to Sydney in the early 
2000s.  Rowena (2nd from the left) quickly showed her skill and commitment to rowing 
and we are thrilled that she has achieved such amazing success.
Australia’s women’s quad sculls have snuck into the medals in the dying stages of their final 
this morning, after a crucial mistake from one of their opponents.
After coming through the repechage rounds to reach the final, the team of Ria Thompson, 
Rowena Meredith, Harriet Hudson and Caitlin Cronin looked like they would have to settle 
for a gallant fourth.  But in the final minute of the race, the German team that had been 
comfortably second throughout the contest, abruptly stopped, allowing Poland to leapfrog 
them to second and the Aussies to sneak onto the podium, behind a dominant Chinese 
team that broke the world record.
It was revealed that one of the German rowers ‘caught a crab’, a rowing term that refers 
to making a stroke in which the oar either misses the water or digs too deeply, causing the 
rower to fall backwards.
The Aussie team had finished fourth in their initial heat on Friday, forcing them into a 
repechage round on Sunday where they needed to finish in the top two to qualify for  
the final.
After they won that, they were viewed as an outside medal chance - but they stepped up in 
the final, producing a time more than 14 seconds faster than their effort in the heats.
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URGENT NEWS FROM THE SURGERY -  
You can verify this information on the Surgery website:  www.cliftsurgery.co.uk
There is a national shortage of blood bottles anticipated until November at the earliest, 
such that availability is reduced to 40% of normal. 
In order to rationalise tests we are not able to do blood tests for routine health checks or 
non-urgent clinical concerns as we attempt to prioritise blood tests for urgent patient 
assessment in the GP surgery as well as the hospital. We are all sharing the same limited 
resource and so as a surgery we have been asked to justify the urgency of any test we 
order. This may mean that you are asked to delay any desired blood test that is not urgent.  
I can reassure you that this clinical decision is made by a doctor at the surgery on a 
case by case basis, and if there is doubt you may be contacted by the surgery to discuss 
further so that an appropriate plan is made.  Any postponed test will be rearranged when 
availability is restored. 
Thank you for your understanding in this difficult time.
Dr Roisin Ward, Clift Surgery, Bramley
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I wonder whether you were able to get 
away at any point during the summer 
or take some day trips. If so, did you 
go to the beach? Or have you recently 
walked along the footpaths through the 
fields seeing the crops become ready for 
harvest? What was your reaction? I have 
been reading the book of the prophet 
Jeremiah in the Old Testament recently, 
and I was struck by what it says about 
how we should react when we see the 
sea and the harvest. (When this passage 
mentions ‘fear’, it means ‘be in awe of ’ 
not ‘be afraid of ’.)

“Should you not fear me?” declares the 
Lord.
“Should you not tremble in my 
presence?
I made the sand a boundary for the sea,
an everlasting barrier it cannot cross.
The waves may roll, but they cannot 
prevail;
they may roar, but they cannot cross it.”

This is what people should say:

“Let us fear the Lord our God.
who gives the autumn and spring rains 
in season,
who assures us of the regular weeks of 
harvest.”

(Jeremiah 5.22, 24)

When we see the power of the sea, we 
should be in awe of the God who is 
able to restrain it. When we see God’s 
kindness and faithfulness in providing us 
with food, we should be in awe of him.

I wonder what experience of church you 
have had in the past. Maybe you used 
to go to church but you found it dull. 
There is a lot of sitting down listening 
to people saying things. There are so 
many more things going on that seem 
more exciting, so you may have stopped 
going. Maybe what happens in church 
is a bit of a mystery to you, for example, 
singing and saying things together, and 
you don’t understand why Christians go 
to church when there are, in your view, 
better ways to spend a Sunday.

We were made for worship. That’s what 
lies behind how we are expected to 
respond in those verses above. God 
made us for worship not because he is 
egotistical and needs our praise, but 
because we were made to enjoy God, 
and as C. S. Lewis has observed, when 
we praise something we enjoy, that 
completes our enjoyment of it. While 
the verses above indicate how we are 
meant to respond to God, the context is 
our failure to respond in that way:

“But these people have stubborn and 
rebellious hearts; 
they have turned aside and gone away. 
They do not say to themselves,
‘Let us fear the Lord our God…’ ” 
(Jeremiah 5.23-24)

Jeremiah also uses another image to 
describe what human beings do:

“They have forsaken me,
the spring of living water,
and have dug their own cisterns,
broken cisterns that cannot hold water.” 
(Jeremiah 2.13)

We replace God with things that we 
make for ourselves which we look to 

for satisfaction, but they cannot give 
us life and will not satisfy; they will 
always leave us wanting more. In the 
New Testament, the apostle Paul writes 
something similar in Romans 1.25: 
“They…worshipped and served created 
things rather than the Creator—who is 
forever praised.”

However, God in his great love wants to 
bring us back to the purpose for which 
we were made, that of worshipping 
him. Jesus says, “Yet a time is coming 
and has now come when the true 
worshippers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth; for they are the kind 
of worshippers the Father seeks” (John 
4.23). It is through Jesus’ death on the 
cross that we can be restored into true 
worshippers of God. It is a significant 
aspect of the eternal destiny of those 
who trust in Christ to worship God 
together. Worship in church is a picture 
of that.

I’d like to invite you to return to worship 
in church if you have stopped coming, 
whether for a short time or a long time, 
or to start coming to church to fulfil 
your created purpose and learn to be a 
worshipper. We are trying a new service 
pattern this term. Services will be at St 
Andrew’s every week at 10.15am and at 
Pamber Priory (1st and 3rd Sundays) 
and All Saints’ (2nd and 4th Sundays) 
at 9am. Children are welcome at all 
of our services, but there is specific 
provision with a Sunday Club and 
crèche at St Andrew’s. I look forward to 
seeing you.

The Revd Daniel Newman 
Rector

Sherbornes with Pamber
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Mid-Week
We meet for Central Prayer at 8pm on Tuesday 7th September – joining details in the church e-mail

Home Groups meet in the week of Monday 13th & 27th September – leaders will decide with members whether these are to  
be in person or on Zoom

St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.sherborneswithpamber.org       fb: facebook.com/sherborneswithpamber

SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 2021
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Please note the new pattern and times of services as shown below. The Services at St Andrew’s are live streamed 
on our YouTube channel and are available to watch afterwards. Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCBbHQM4CvpnnPsSGuuglR_w or the link on our website under the Resources Menu.

We have a number of people in our congregation who are at greater risk of getting seriously ill, have responsibility for caring  
for those in that situation, or are generally concerned about getting sick with the virus. It will show respect for them and help 

them to feel safer if people continued to wear face coverings. Hand sanitiser will continue to be available. Doors will be left  
open to increase airflow.

Sunday Club:
Explorers  - School years R to Y6 meet during the service
Pioneers – School years Y7 - Y9: 
For more information please contact Warren Trask on 07392 168585 or email swpwtrask@gmail.com
Creche - there will be toys available for use in the Bell Tower, but this will be unsupervised

Sermon Series: Saul: 1 Samuel 8-15

05 Sept
09.00am
10.15am

Morning Worship
All-Age Worship with the Lord’s Supper 

Pamber Priory
St Andrew’s

Are kings good or bad?
1 Samuel 8 

The Revd Daniel Newman

12 Sept
09.00am
10.15am

Morning Worship
Morning Worship with Sunday Club 

All Saints’
St Andrew’s

Who chooses kings, God or people?
1 Samuel 9-11 

The Revd Daniel Newman

19 Sept
09.00am
10.15am

Morning Worship with the Lord’s Supper
Morning Worship with Sunday Club 

Pamber Priory
St Andrew’s

What are the duties of king and people?
1 Samuel 12 

The Revd Daniel Newman

26 Sept
09.00am
10.15am

Morning Worship
Morning Worship with Sunday Club

All Saints’
St Andrew’s

Is it ever right to sacrifice principle for 
expedience?
1 Samuel 8 

Warren Trask

A free, informal seven-week course for anyone who wants to explore what life is all about, who 
Jesus is and why he came. You don’t need to know anything about the Bible and you won’t be 
asked to sing or pray. You can ask any question you like or just sit and listen. Starts Thursday 7th 
October at 7pm. E-mail the Rector at rector.sherborneswithpamber@gmail.com or call 541607 
to register or for more information.



Claiming Dates
September 2021

October 2021

November 2021 

Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or message on 07775 800955
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND Rev Daniel Newman rector.sherborneswithpamber@gmail.com 541607
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke 316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
 SSJ Mrs Penny Mayo clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk 07714 770940
 MS Mrs Cally Morris  mspcclerk@gmail.com 07721 076186
 Pamber Chris Gunnell clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk 07942 637210
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ  Mr Tristan Robinson 07817 131821
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber  Mr. Roger Gardiner, Nuthatch, The Glen, Pamber Heath  01189 701109 
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL  Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL The Castle, Winchester 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE  Non-emergency                               101 or 01962 841534
                                                              www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com 01256 850891 
NEAREST JOB CENTRE  https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP Mrs Jenny Cullum (Secretary) 01256 850315
RAINBOWS   Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com 
BROWNIES   Tramayne Henwood - ssjbrownies@outlook.com 422083 
GUIDES   Sam Hazlewood - ssjguides@yahoo.com 880132
CUBS   Ms Trish Field 01420 544904
MOTHER AND TODDLER Mrs Barbara Irving 850173
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB  Mr David Hughes (Steward) 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY  Mrs Jean Linford 850264
TENNIS CLUB  Paul & Maria Saunders   850430
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING Mrs Margaret Cramer 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB  Mr Len Dunce 07860 435 831
   or  Mr Paul Hamilton 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall Mrs Jacqui Morris 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB Mr Les Bone 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB      Mr Terry Buller     tel.buller@gmail.com 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY Claudia or Jane     info@piccolopsn.com 07528 726248 
                                                                                                        www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust) Mr Stuart Maughan 01256 883858

VENUE BOOKINGS: 
St Stephen’s Hall  Doreen Quilter           booking@ststephensvillagehall.org
MS Village Hall               Natasha Chappell       natasha.chappell@googlemail.com 01256 851373 
    07766 426080                                                            
SSJ Village Hall              Shawna Campbell      ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com 07726 308431
   Caretaker                                                                                07500 776222
The Chute Pavilion         Terry Buller   tel.buller@gmail.com 07584 169241 
   & Penny Mayo ssjclerk@gmail.com  07714 770 940
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST  01256 473202
HANTSDOC                                                                                                           01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY   479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY  399710
MORELAND SURGERY   0118 9816661

EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST Mr Mike Stewart (Head teacher) 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL  Mrs Karen Payne  (Head teacher) 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL Mr Jamie Carroll 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU  322814
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES                      Basingstoke Town Centre 473901
                                         Chineham Library                                                                        465643
                            Tadley Library 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm  01256 462101

If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant                        

September 2021                                Julie Crawley                                 villagermagazine@gmail.com                                01256 851003

Contacts
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Women’s Fellowship, The History of Knitting, SSJ Village Hall
Scarecrow Competition – put your scarecrows up
Scarecrow Judging Day
SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning  (every fortnight)          SSJ Village Hall
Scarecrow Trail (from 2pm)    and Prize Giving  (from 4pm)
SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning  (every fortnight)          SSJ Village Hall
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 6.30pm)

Talk with Brooke Newman, From the Wild West to an English Rectory, SSJ Village Hall  ALL WELCOME
Women’s Fellowship, Talk & Demonstration on VH Defibrillator,  SSJ Village Hall 2.00pm
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 6.30pm)

Women’s Fellowship, Who was Guy Fawkes?,  SSJ Village Hall 2.00pm

2.00pm

9.30am
From 2pm

9.30am
7.30pm

3.00pm
2.00pm
7.30pm

2.00pm
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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Parish Matters
It is with regret that the Parish Council 
say goodbye to Rose Cooper and Natasha 
Rougier as serving councillors but 
welcome David McIntyre onto the  
Parish Council.
However, there is still one vacant seat so 
if you are interested please contact the 
Chairman Richard Morgan by e mail 
chairman@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk.
The weekly Basingstoke Community Bus 
from the Village to Chineham, funded by 
the Parish Council,  continues - so please 
reserve your place.
Unfortunately there has been problems 
at the new development with people with 
ponies and carts going onto the open grass 
area and having barbecues.  The Parish 
Council is investigating whether railings 
as around the Village Green could be 
installed to stop this from happening as 
not only is the grass affected but rubbish is 
left on the site.
Plans to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee 
next year are going well.  Proposals 
include a quiz night on the  Thursday and 
a parish get together on the Sunday at the 
Chute with a band and food provided by 
the Parish Council.  So any ideas or help 
would be appreciated.
Linda Agnew and Shawna Campbell are 
looking into producing a Sherborne St 
John flag now there is a flagpole from 
which to fly it.
Wildflower area update
At the moment the wildflower areas are 
looking rather unkempt which is not a 
surprise as at the start it was explained 
that it would take 3 years to establish and 
come to its full potential.  There have been 
times, when the Village Green strips have 
looked quite colourful and had quite a lot 
of flower. The resident who is managing 
this initiative has also tried to keep some 
mown paths running through it .  These 
areas have undoubtedly made a good 
habitat for a lot of insects, but in order 
to keep the village green looking tidy in 
future it will be taken out of the scheme.  
The other areas in the village look more 
promising. The 2 plots, Tyfield and end of 

Cranes road, currently have a lot of yarrow 
and look attractive. These will improve 
year on year and already wildflower 
seeds have been collected this summer 
for sowing this autumn, including lots of 
yellow rattle, which is called the ‘meadow 
maker’ , as it is parasitic on grasses and 
weakens their growth, thus enabling the 
wild flowers to thrive better.  Let’s hope 
that with time the project will mature and 
show its full potential for flowers and the 
encouragement of bees and other insects 
which are disappearing so fast in this 
modern world as building takes place on 
their habitats.
Roads/Footpaths
The speeding problem at West End on 
the A340 continues .  The Parish Council 
are investigating various ideas to try to 
limit the speed better with more up to 
date equipment and whether they need to 
purchase new solar signs.  It is hoped that 
with a group of local councils contacting 
the new Police Crime Commissioner 
something may get done.  It is recognized 
that the only real solution is a police speed 
van as that is the only way motorist can  
be prosecuted.
It was noted that some signage around 
the roads and Village need repair so if you 
know of any please let me know so I can 
arrange for the work to be carried out.
Lengths man Scheme 
The scheme is still successful at solving 
small issues around the Parish.  If you 
have any issues, please let  me know so I 
can add them to the schedule for action 
on their next visit.
Chute Recreation Ground & Pavilion 
The Chute is now fully open again and 
bookings for parties and sports sessions 
are picking up.  The Pavilion roof has 
been given a new lease of life with repairs 
carried out , cleaning  & painting the steel 
work – so hopefully another 20 years.  The 
Parish Council is having a mirror placed 
by the entrance from Vyne Road as it was 
noted that visibility was bad.
Playground equipment is still being 
investigated with Councillors McIntyre 
and Davies now taking over the project.  
Their strategy is to send out request for 
proposal to suppliers asking them to 
provide plans of equipment for small 
children and older teenagers.  Whether 
they replace the current playground is 
now in the mix with potential of another 
area at the bottom of the grounds near 
the basketball court.  So if you want 
information or have suggestions to 
make please e mail them on carl.davies@

sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk or david.
mcintyre@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk.
Finances
The Parish Council’s finance are still 
good and cover all the items budgeted for 
2021/2 year.  They were able to donate 
£1500 to the Village School for their 
renovation of the playground. 
The Audit for 2020/21 has been signed 
and submitted to the External Auditors  
and if you wish to view, please contact me.
Planning:
There has been great concern with a 
planning application on Sherborne Road 
for 4 large detached properties.  There was 
little or no consultation with residents and 
this presents as a real risk to the strategic 
gap which was so important to residents.  
Concerns are also expressed about the 
loss of bungalows in Manor Road as many 
plots are being re-developed with 2 or 
3 new builds instead of the one storey 
bungalow with a loss of smaller properties 
for parishioners to downsize.
Current applications
21/01796/FUL  Land at Hilltop , 
Sherborne Rd  Erection of 4 detached 
dwelling houses. PC Object to 
development.
21/01947/FUL  Kestrel Court   
Conversion of existing B1 or Class E© 
offices to 8 no C3 dwellings following 
approval of 19/02856/GPDOFF with add 
ass. Alterations. No objections.
21/01602/FUL  12 Manor Road   Erection 
of 2 new 4 bed detached chalets  style 
bungalows. PC object to development.
21/01465/HSE  Coudray House Dark 
Lane   Erection of shed greenhouse brick 
wall to front ext from pier & installation of 
gates. No objections.
21/02023/ROC  Land at Dark Lane 
allotments   Removal of condition 4 of 
19/02682/FUL to allow rental of annex 
to lodger. PC object to removal of 
conditions. 
21/01662/HSE  The bungalow Weybrook 
Court  Erection of carport & garage with 
first floor home office with ass access. No 
objections
21/02194/FUL Bobs Farm Erection 
of 4 2 bedded dwellings etc renewal of 
application 18/03679/FUL
21/02335/HSE   Coudray House Dark 
Lane  Install of rooflights to rear & glass 
canopy to front & side entrances. No 
objections.

Penny Mayo

PARISH COUNCIL
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It is very important 
that you return for your 
second dose when called.

nhs.uk/coronavirus

Please continue to remember: 
• Hands 
• Face
• Space
• Ventilate

Scan the QR code to see a  
video on how to protect  
yourself and others.

Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

ISO 9001:2008 ISO 14001:2004 (BS) OHSAS 18001:2007Supplier No. 060712Certificate No. 24128

Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

CALL Emma Foreman  01256 889215  07747 015494  emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES

Hampshire Farm Shop & Deli  
@ Wolverton Park 

Cheese Counter with over 50 Fantastic Cheeses - 
Fresh Bread - Fresh Fruit & Vegetables.

Award winning Charcuterie, made on premises by Hampshire 
Salami Co. Pie Counter making our own pies, sausage rolls, 
pasties, scotch eggs and more. Cakes and Bakes made fresh 
daily. No Packaging ‘Bulk Buy’ essentials. Artisan Produce from 
Hampshire Producers. Fresh Eggs from local happy hens. Ice 
Cream from Judes. Eco Products. Fresh Meat with butchery on 
site. Plus we have much, much more yummy stuff! 

Come and see. 

We also DELIVER and you can CLICK & COLLECT
It’s really simple, just visit our website for online ordering @ 
www.Hampshire-Deli.co.uk

Wolverton Park, Ramsdell Road, Wolverton, RG26 5RU
T: 01266 861372    M: 07990 556090
W: www.Hampshire-Deli.co.uk     Facebook: @HampshireDeli

We are open on:
Thursday - 8.30am to 2.30pm  
Friday - 8.30am to 2.30pm  
Saturday - 8.00am to 2.00pm

50 
SHADES 

OF 
CHEESE
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Pamber Parish Council
Pamber Parish Council have used 
money from Developers’ Contributions 
to purchase items to enhance the 
experience of Pamber facilities. Amongst 
these items are two specially designed 
benches which acknowledge the efforts 
made by all those who supported us 
throughout the Covid pandemic. They 
can be seen, and sat upon, in Beaches 
Crescent, Little London and Pamber 
Park, Pamber Heath.

A path suitable for disabled users has 
been constructed in Pamber Park and 
further benches have been placed along 
it, including a disabled accessible picnic 
bench, to enable all those who enjoy 
the park to rest and appreciate the 
peaceful surroundings.

More active parishioners can take 
advantage of the new exercise 
equipment which has also been installed 
in the park. Full instructions on the safe 
use of the equipment are attached to it.

For the more observant parishioners, 
the mound of dirt and rubble created 
from the construction of the path 
will be landscaped in due course as a 
wildflower bed.

At the time of writing, St. Stephens Hall 
Management Committee have almost 
completed the replacement of the roof 
and the Council would like to thank 
them for all their hard work.

Our thanks also go to Englefield Estates 
for the repairs to the track leading 

to the Pamber Park car park and the 
assistance with making the car park 
more secure by digging a shallow ditch 
and increasing the height of the bunds. 
Hopefully, we will not see a repeat of the 
damage caused by joy riders earlier in 
the year.

We hope to continue to upgrade 
facilities at the park with a noticeboard 
carrying information from the Parish 
Council and Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Wildlife Trust who look after Pamber 
Forest on behalf of Englefield Estates.

Our next full meeting takes place, 
subject to prevailing Covid restrictions, 
at 7.30pm on Monday 13th September 
at St. Stephens Hall, Little London.

Basingstoke - Old Basing u3a

MEETING AND GREETING WITH 
PICNICS IN THE PARK

From Art and Crafts, Science and 
Bridge, Gardening to History, many 
of our groups are managing to meet 
over the summer and have fun together 

safely.  We’ve even begun new activities - 
walking football, rounders and walking 
netball - all continuing successfully, as 
has a new Philosophy Group.  

As well as this, our u3a gives all 
members the chance to come together 

each month. During the lockdown 
months we’ve been entertained by some 
excellent on-line speakers.

www.basingstokeu3a.org
facebook.com/Basingstokeu3aUpdate re Rural Policing in our Area

Our local NHW activities 
have been hampered for 
some time due to police 
being rather preoccupied 
not least by the double 

murder and an influx of inexperienced 
officers and PCSOs. We have now 
received an explanation from the Rural 
Inspector which suggests that things will 
now improve. 

Hannah Luchesa wrote:- 
“My apologies for the delay in getting 
back to you. There are a lot of changes in 
the team at Tadley at the moment with 
new student officers and PCSOs and a 
new sergeant. I have cc’d in T/Sergeant 

Karla Leese who will be able to update 
you as to personnel once they have 
settled and been allocated a beat area.

Over the last 18mths we had to take 
away the dedicated police officer due to 
the vacancies we were experiencing but 
each area did have a PCSO. The officers 
were covering the whole area. As our 
numbers have now increased and we 
wish our new student officers well in 
their new career, we will be able to again 
provide details as to an area officer for 
you and your schemes. We just need to 
ensure the new students are signed up 
as independent before providing them 
with a beat area. It is exciting for Tadley/

Basingstoke Rural Police team to have so 
many new and enthusiastic officers. I’m 
hoping they can introduce themselves to 
you very soon.

In the meantime, the team email should 
still be working Basingstoke.rural.
police@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

This is accessible by the whole team 
but should only be used to contact the 
team and not report incidents or crimes. 
Reporting online at Hampshire.police.uk 
or on 101 should be used for incidents or 
crime reports, 999 for incidents/crimes 
happening at the time.”

Ted Wilkinson

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass 

Tuesday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Wednesday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Thursday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Friday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Saturday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
After seventeen months of intermittent 
and varied lockdowns (they didn’t seem 
very varied at the time, did they) the 
Women’s Fellowship finally opened its 
Village Hall doors on the 3rd August, 
also our AGM (which meant free tea 
and cake), together with the perfect 
antidote of a Talk and Demonstration 
from Margaret Finch, who runs the 
Farley Hill Plants, near Swallowfield.  
She has a 1.5 acre walled garden dating 
from 1730.  Her annuals are sown inside 
and she plants the seedlings straight into 
the ground.  Armed with a mountain of 
flowers, the contents of her buckets were 
quickly transformed into wonderful 
hand-tied bouquets, tied tightly with 
string.  She regaled us all with tips, one 
being for when making up the hand-
tie, begin with the foliage, and turn a 

quarter each time adding the flowers in 
a spiral.  The string can be left on when 
putting into a vase.  They should have 
their water changed daily, especially 
if home-grown, with a little sugar or a 
drop of bleach.  Steradent tablets will 
clean a vase.

Flowers such as cosmos, annual 
chrysanths, zinnia and larkspur, can 
be sown outside in the August for the 
following year.  Bees like plants with flat 
heads to land on, such as rudbeckia or 
verbena bonariensis.  Dead-heading is 
important and will keep flowers such 
as phlox and penstemon going until 
October.  Gladioli can overwinter in the 
ground and need 100 days to grow and 
flower.  Tall flowers like gladioli make a 
striking display.  Greenery is best picked 
from shade.  Many flowers will re-seed 

themselves but it is best to sow more.  
Poppies are inclined to shed their petals 
but the seed heads are useful for insects.

Margaret’s sense of humour and font of 
knowledge provided a very lively and 
fun afternoon, and there were wonderful 
bouquets for two Birthday Girls as well 
as the raffle.

The talk was followed by tea and chat, 
and the AGM and monthly meeting.  
There were no less than six visitors, all 
of whom said they would certainly be 
coming to the September meeting.

The website for Margaret’s business is 
www.farleyhillgardens.co.uk.

The next Women’s Fellowship will be on 
Tuesday, 7th September at 2pm in the 
Village Hall.
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01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation

All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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Basingstoke Foodbank 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT! WE WILL 
USE SOME OF THESE FUNDS TO 
PURCHASE THE ITEMS BELOW. 
HOWEVER, IF YOU WOULD PREFER 
TO DONATE, THESE ARE THE 
ITEMS WE ARE RUNNING SHORT 
OF AT PRESENT:

WE ARE SHORT OF:

• JARS OF COOKING SAUCE

• DRIED MILK

• TINNED MEAT /  FISH                        

• INSTANT MASH

• DESSERTS

• TINNED CAT FOOD

• NAPPIES SIZE 5 & 6                                             

• WASHING CAPSULES

WE’VE GOT PLENTY OF:

• HOT CEREALS 

• BAKED BEANS

• BISCUITS

• RICE

• PASTA

• SOUP

• TEA, FRUIT TEAS

• KIDNEY BEANS / PULSES

Donations can be left in the porch of St 
Andrew’s Church, SSJ from 9.30 – 11.30 
on Sundays 

or Monday – Friday 9.30 to 3pm  at 
the Foodbank’s main location:  63-64 
Tempus Business Centre

Kingsclere Road, Houndmills, 
Basingstoke, RG21 6XG

https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/
find-a-foodbank/basingstoke

Notes from Rural France 

Although in our absence our French 
neighbours have been most kind in 
keeping our grass cut to a reasonably 
manageable state, the first item to be 
crossed off from the “to do” list on 
arrival is to release the mower from its 

winter stable and as usual the blasted 
thing is being its usual temperamental 
self and refuses to work.  First the 
battery needed changing.  Once a new 
one was purchased and installed that 
enabled us to get it out of its stable into 
the daylight.  

After a few stripes on the lawn it decided 
enough was enough and promptly 
stopped again.  This time pieces of 
rubber type belt appeared shredded from 
underneath and although the engine 
fired its noisy breath with a steady throb 
the machine refused to budge.  Push 
came to shove and back it went to its 
stable with the beams above and suffered 
an ignoble hanging with the winch to 
enable the Boss to look underneath and 
see what the problem was.  The Drive 
Belt needed replacement so another trip 
to the Agricultural Merchants to order 
one, annoyingly to be collected 3 days 
hence, while all the time the grass was 
growing under our feet….  Eventually 
the part was collected and fitted and the 

machine was lowered from its gibbet 
and commenced its work on the lawn.   
Around an eighth of the lawn was shorn 
and we started to congratulate ourselves 
on how smart it was becoming when 
there was suddenly silence again…… 
another shredded belt appeared among 
the grass cuttings.... back to the stable 
to be hung again and inspected for what 
had gone wrong this time.  Another 
Drive Belt, this time to drive the “deck” 
ie the cutting blades.  Another trip to 
the Agricultural Merchants to order a 
replacement and a return the following 
day to collect it - this time he hailed us 
by name and asked after our children….

Back home in the stable the fixing of the 
new belt went hand in hand with the 
threat that this would be the last repair 
and if anything else went wrong it was 
off to the knackers yard to be replaced 
with a brand new workhorse.

To date the grass has been cut smoothly 
and efficiently with no trouble at all…

The Mrs

News from the Hospital 
The really encouraging news from 
the hospital this time is that there are 
very few Covid patients, with nobody 
in critical care unlike the situation 12 
months ago.  A great testament to the 
fantastic vaccine roll out and to the 
efforts made by each and everyone of us.  

However, we all need to remember that 
COVID hasn’t gone away and that cases 
are rising in the community. As such, 
when visiting we all need to maintain 
social distancing, wear our masks, and 
use the hand gel on entry.  This is not 
only to protect ourselves, but we should 
also be mindful that the hospital has 
many people there who have reduced 
immunity to infection, for example 
anyone undergoing chemotherapy.  
These simple measures can really make 
all the difference.

In addition to the above positive news, 
it is encouraging the hospital last 
month met all of the national targets 
for seeing cancer patients, elective work 
is very much hitting target resulting in 
the number of people who have been 
waiting a long time for treatment has 
gone down, patient length of stay has 

also dropped, so that whilst the number 
of people visiting A & E has risen 40%, 
we no longer have the critical bed 
shortages of a year ago.  

Recently the talk of concentrating some 
of the services into one or other of the 
two main hospitals of Winchester and 
Basingstoke, has caused considerable 
local concern.  It is important to 
remember that no options have been 
decided upon at this stage and that 
there will be a full public consultation. 
There are arguments in favour of some 
centralisation. For instance, to maintain 
highly specialist expertise, a minimum 
level of patient throughput is required 
to avoid skill fade.  There is also the very 
real risk that not consolidating may 
mean the trusts loses these services.  At 
the same time the NHS is significantly 
changing – with more care than ever 
being provided in the community or in 
peoples own homes.

Headline news about our new hospital 
has been quiet of late but work has been 
going on behind the scenes. Given the 
scale of the plans to simultaneously 
build 40 new hospitals it has been 

recognised at national level there could 
be some synergies of design and build, 
and also a degree of coordination 
would be needed of the limited number 
of national contractors capable of 
undertaking each of these large projects.  

In the meantime, the Hampshire 
Together team continues to focus on 
strengthening the business case – vital 
as the Treasury, who will ultimately sign 
off the spend, is going to be hard pressed 
for cash in the coming years.   
In addition, the team are gazing intently 
into their crystal ball trying to predict 
what over the next 40 -50 years will  
be the capacity needed, what 
technologies will evolve and how to 
accommodate them, the space and  
work force required, transport 
requirements, and even how to achieve 
net zero carbon emissions.  So despite 
the hospital team spending record 
amounts on maintenance, the backlog  
is growing, so the expected build start 
date of sometime 2025/6 cannot come 
soon enough.

Keith Bunker

THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS
BAOS – Basingstoke Amateur 
Operatic Society
23 - 25th September 2021
7:30pm (Saturday Matinee at 2:30pm)
www.anvilarts.org.uk
www.BAOS.org 

Based on Kenneth Grahame’s best-
selling children’s novel, The Wind in the 
Willows is a wild, thrill-seeking tale.

This riotous comedy follows Mole, 
Rat, Badger, and the impulsive Mr. 

Toad, whose insatiable need for speed 
lands him in serious trouble. With his 
beloved home under threat from the 
notorious Chief Weasel and his gang 
of sinister Wild Wooders, Toad must 
attempt a daring escape leading to a 
series of misadventures and a heroic 
battle to recapture Toad Hall. Full 
of humour, wit, a gorgeous, soaring 
score, and heart-warming lessons of 
friendship, The Wind in the Willows is 
the perfect fit for family audiences 
everywhere.
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We need your help to make a child 
happy. 

Please can you fill a Shoebox a shoebox 
with goodies? 

Its great fun to get involved in putting 
together a shoebox

We have been told by recipients of 
shoeboxes, who have 

now grown up, of the excitement with 
which they were opened and what 
treasured memories they have of that 
special gift

Why not get your workplace, church, 
club, your school, Scout, Cubs, Brownie 
& Guide groups, your children, 
grandchildren or just you involved, start 
now so with your help Christmas time 
can be special for these children who 
don’t have a lot, and spread a little joy

Despite last years restrictions we were 
able to send 350 boxes. Can you help 
send twice as many this year as we 
have in the past?

Ideas below of what can you put in 
your box, things for:

Playing - ball, skipping rope, small 
games, cards, dominoes, harmonicas/
recorders, cars, small toys, Cuddly toy  

Washing - soap, toothbrush   

Writing - pens, pencils, sharpener, 
notebook, colouring book, puzzle book

Wearing – hat, gloves, scarf, socks, hair 
accessories, jewellery 

Items need to be new or in good/as new 
condition. 

Please - No liquids, sharp items, guns 
or war toys

Boxes for either Boys or Girls, ages, 
1-3,  4-7,  8-11,  12-15

Just use elastic bands to secure your box 
so it can be checked by customs

Forms to attach to your box and 
further info and small print on our 
website and Social media.

Remember that recipients will be 
opening the box in eager anticipation of 
finding it full of toys and useful items, 
possibly the first gifts they have received.  

Owing to the increase cost for 
Transporting and shipping, we are 
asking that each Shoebox has attached 
to it a donation £1.50 to cover this cost. 

Despite the restrictions of Covid

Wessex Rotary, (Hampshire and part 
of Dorset) safely deliver a total 14,442 
Christmas Shoeboxes to Romania, 

Albania, Montenegro, Moldova & 
Serbia. Some difficulties along the way 
meant some Shoeboxes did not get to 
their destination until early February, 
but all the Shoeboxes got to be opened 
by happy children.  

We will continue to support 
The Purple Community Fund a UK 
registered charity, in the Philippine, 
supported by Rotary, work with children 
living on rubbish dumps of Manila and 
we are pleased to see these children get 
shoeboxes .

To make sure they don’t go astray 
Rotarians supervise the whole process 
including volunteers going to the 
countries to make sure the boxes get to 
the children. Philippines boxes go to 
a charity set up by a Rotarian that we 
know, so they will not go astray. 

Drop off your box at the venues below 
by 18th October 2021

Eden Mazda Basingstoke, London 
Road, Old Basing,  Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, RG24 7JD

Oakley Carpets. Station Yard, Andover 
Road,  Basingstoke RG23 7HA

Parnell, Jordy & Harvey, Estate Agent, 
5 Winchester  Street, Overton, 
RG25 3HR

More drop off sites may be published

Check our Website and Social Media 
to print off form and for updates

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 35men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds. All live locally in the borough but 
some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others less fortunate, and they find Basingstoke Deane 

Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives. 
If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk  to see what we have coming 

up, or contact Helen or Paul  above to find out more . We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.
Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane                           Twitter: @RBstokeDeane
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Probus Hears About  
‘That Faded Snapshot’

It happened just a few weeks ago now, a 
chance glimpse of a small insignificant 
fading snapshot of a young WW2 
bomber crew, attached to which was a 
sellotaped fading biro written note.  At 
least it credited their names and a date, 
but what initially intrigued Probus Club 
member, retired RAF Squadron Leader 
Chris Perkins MVO, was the connection 
with the ‘legless WW2 fighter ace’ 
Douglas Bader.  Seeing this old black 
and white photograph was on a quick 
visit to his old RAF Station Odiham 
carrying out research into the helicopter 
era of the 1970s and 80s concerning 18 
Squadron.  What follows is yet another 
tale that should never be forgotten.

The 18 Squadron crew pictured 
comprised of Pilot, Jack Nickleson from 
Toronto Canada, Observer, Walter 
Meadows from Askrigg in Yorkshire 
and Air Gunner, John Pearson from 
Birmingham.  Walter and John were 
in their 20s, but their ‘Skipper’ Jack, 
was just 19 years old.  All were Non-
Commissioned Sergeant Aircrew and 
had been on the squadron barely a 
month.  Sadly, their Operational Tour 
was to last just eleven missions and 
their names are listed amongst the 
55,000 plus other airmen lost in Bomber 
Command during WW2.

To those of us growing up in the ‘black 
and white’ years of the 1950s, the 
wartime exploits of Bader, as portrayed 
magnificently by actor Kenneth Moore 
in the film ‘Reach For The Sky’, were 
very familiar.  It will be eighty years 
ago this August, that, on 9 August 1941 
Wing Commander Douglas Bader, 
leading his Spitfire Wing from RAF 
Tangmere, was shot down over German 

occupied France.  He ‘bailed out’ 
minus his prosthetic right leg, which 
had become jammed by the rudder 
pedals during combat.  Thankfully, 
a leather retaining strap eventually 
broke allowing him to exit the aircraft. 
Knocked unconscious on landing, he 
was taken to a Luftwaffe hospital in  
St Omer. The battered artificial leg was 
subsequently recovered from the  
Spitfire wreckage and a temporary 
repair was carried out before being 
returned to him.  Bader was delighted!  
It meant that he now had the mobility 
means to try an engineer an escape 
before being transported under escort 
to more a permanent incarceration in 
Germany.  In the meantime, however, 
the German Authorities had signalled 
the RAF reporting his ‘safe arrival’ 
and status as a POW and requesting 
that replacement leg be delivered. Safe 
passage for that aircraft by the Luftwaffe 
would be guaranteed. 

Although the RAF were willing to devise 
a means of delivery, they were unwilling 
to offer a propaganda opportunity to the 
Germans by means of the ‘safe passage’ 
option.  It was therefore decided to 
parachute drop the replacement leg 
by an aircraft involved in a bombing 
operation nearby.  No 18 Squadron 
operating from a forward operating 
base at RAF Manston were allocated the 
task with six Blenheim light bombers 
and escorted, appropriately, by Spitfires 
of Bader’s Tangmere Wing.  Sgt Jack 
Nickleson and crew were chosen to 
deliver the box with replacement limb.  
At that time, there was no devised 
procedure for dropping cargo from RAF 
Blenheim bombers and automatically 

deploy a suitable parachute. It was 
decided that the ‘best option’ would 
be to attach the box, ‘somehow’, to 
a standard partially opened crew 
parachute and ‘throw’ it out of the 
aircraft!  In theory this was a simple 
solution, but in practise it fell far short. 

Once the crate containing the leg was 
delivered to the 18 Squadron at RAF 
Manston in Kent, Jack, Walter and John 
realised the enormity of their task.  To 
manhandle and dispatch the bulky 
crate attached to a partially opened 
cumbersome parachute out of a small 
escape hatch, was not going to be easy.  
All this and bouncing around at 10,000 
feet in formation with other aircraft and 
from the extremely cramped interior of 
the bomber.  But this they did and very 
successfully.  Needless to say, a following 
press release on the operation at the 
time, in typical fashion, falsely reported 
Bader’s leg as being delivered by ‘Our 
Fighter Boys’!     

The ‘Nickleson Crew’ survived 
operations until 20th September 1941.  
As part of an eight 18 Squadron aircraft 
low level mission to attack shipping 
off the Dutch coast, they were hit by 
anti-aircraft fire.  Their aircraft was seen 
to crash into the sea with the starboard 
engine on fire.  The bodies of Sgt 
Walter Meadows and Sgt John Pearson 
were both washed ashore during the 
weeks following the crash and they 
lie in Commonwealth War Graves 
Cemeteries.  The body of the young Sgt 
Jack Nickleson, Royal Canadian Air 
Force from Toronto, Canada was never 
found.  At 18 he enlisted straight from 
high school in July the previous year 
and his flying career had spanned but a 
short, active but nevertheless eventful 
fourteen months.

News from the Prostate Cancer 
Support Group 
More and more men are being diagnosed 
with prostate cancer, quite often in an 
advanced stage, due to the reluctance 
of most men to visit a doctor to get 
checked out when they experience early 
symptoms.  With the statistics indicating 
that prostate cancer is now the Number 
1 cancer in the UK, there is even more 
need for active support groups to help 
men and their partners cope with what is 
usually a very stressful time for both.

In addition it was most encouraging 
to hear some of the developments in 
new treatments, at our recent group 
meeting when we were very privileged 
to have Dr Hayley Luxton, who heads 
up the research for Prostate Cancer 
UK as our speaker. The charity started 
to support research just 25 years ago 
in London and now its supported R & 
D programme runs to over 50 current 
projects round the UK.  For example, 
they have identified that sons of patients 
are two and a half times more likely to 
also develop the disease, and this risk can 
be passed on down to grandsons through 
both the male and female line.

The charity’s R & D aims are to improve 
diagnosis especially in early tumour 
identification; improve treatment 
combined with fewer side effects and less 
long term harm; and the use of smart 

data, covering areas such as curative rates 
for different treatments, with the long 
term aim of using this as guidance for 
future patients in treatment selection.  It 
goes about this by aiming to fund ideas in 
their early stages, which with promising 
results can then be passed to the much 
bigger funders for large scale trials.

One of the charity’s big successes has 
been the change in the diagnostic 
pathway, which now in almost all cases 
includes an early MRI scan, ensuring 
that any subsequent biopsy is accurately 
focused.  A number of new R & D 
avenues are already showing interesting 
results, and members were surprised  
to hear that there are a number of 
different types of prostate cancer, with 
one man being identified with three 
different types.  

Considerable work is currently underway 
in refining testing for this disease, with 
the aim of improving accuracy as well as 
making sample collection of appropriate 
fluids easier, such as urine samples. What 
is also now known is that the tumours 
create different sugars which can be 
detected in these urine samples, and 
that the more complex the sugar the 
more aggressive the cancer is likely to 
be.  Another area where R & D is being 
expanded has arisen, as new unique 

bacteria have been found in men with 
prostate cancer.

Whilst Hailey’s talk was relatively short, 
this was followed by a very lively Q 
& A session, with big areas such as 
immunotherapy being a major point 
for discussion.  In answer, on this topic, 
Hailey highlighted that only two major 
cancers are hormone driven, breast and 
prostate, and whilst there are many more 
immune cells in the breast so far this 
approach had not yet yielded results for 
prostate cancer. However more work 
is ongoing to try to encourage more 
immune cells in the prostate,  
with perhaps vaccines being delivered 
using skin patches.  In answer to 
questions on the use of smart data, 
Hailey highlighted how the overlaying of 
multiple MRI scans combined with AI 
was starting to show promising results 
both in terms of accurate diagnosis and 
in speed of analysis.

With time up, most of us felt we could 
have spent many more hours listening 
to Hailey and learning so much more 
about this very serious disease and how 
this excellent charity is making a huge 
difference to so many men and  
their partners.

Keith Bunker
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News from the Camrose Centre for 
Homeless and Vulnerably Housed 
people in Basingstoke

Thanks to the amazing staff at GO 
Outdoors Basingstoke who went above 
and beyond recently when we went to 
purchase boots for our clients only to 
find our voucher had expired!

We had been gifted the £300 voucher 
which Camrose Support Worker Chris 
Jenner wanted to use to buy some 
walking boots that met the needs of our 
rough sleeper clients.

Thankfully Store Manager Stuart was 
able to reactivate our expired voucher 
as well as agree to an amazing series of 
discounts which enabled us to buy 15 
pairs of sturdy new boots.

Chris said “Staff member Gary spent 
over 2 hours going through nearly every 
boot in the shop explaining the pros and 
cons of each. At no time was there any 
rush or were we made to feel we were 
being a pain. These are good quality 
boots that will last clients a few years. 
Thanks to Go Outdoors for being so 
helpful and wanting to help our clients”.  

(Photo shows Gary from Go Outdoors 
with Chris from Camrose)

THE AIR THAT WE BREATHE
COP26 -  31Oct to 12Nov in Glasgow 

If you cut a piece of card measuring 
12inches by 12.8inches and put it on the 
ground then, I calculate, the weight of 
the air above that piece of card will weigh 
just on ONE TON (the weight of a small 
saloon car). Therefore the weight of our 
atmosphere is about 4500 trillion tons 
(give or take a little bit).

The original atmosphere of the earth 
was quite low in oxygen and relatively 
high in carbon dioxide; but, because the 
earth was very hot and seriously volcanic, 
the methane coming from the earth 
was able to combine with the oxygen 
creating water and carbon dioxide and 
keeping oxygen levels low (probably at 
a few %age points).  However, about 2.8 
billion years ago the earth had cooled 
sufficiently to cease this chemical 
reaction.  Enough water had been 
produced to create warm shallow seas 
and in those seas cyanobacteria started 
to develop.  The action of the sunlight 
on the bacteria in the warm waters led 
to it photosynthesising oxygen so that 
oxygen increased to roughly the level it 
is today (20.946% - 942 trillion tons).  

The main constituent of our atmosphere 
is Nitrogen at about 78.084% (weighing 
about 3510 trillion tons).

There are many other gases in the 
atmosphere, including Argon, Carbon 
Dioxide, Neon, Xenon, Methane, Ozone, 
Water Vapour etc.

Carbon dioxide, water vapour, methane 
and ozone are all Greenhouse gases; 
but we need water vapour and ozone 
to enable us to exist here on earth; 
methane is 28 times more effective as a 
Greenhouse gas but it is only 1/220th 
of the amount of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere, so carbon dioxide is the 
most important of the greenhouse gases.

The temperature of the surface of the sun 
is around 5700 degrees Celsius so the 
heat and light energy from the sun is in a 
very short wavelength band; however the 
surface temperature of the earth is only 
10 to 50 degrees Celsius and so radiates 
energy at a very much longer wavelength.  
The Greenhouse Gases absorb significant 
amounts of this radiation and retains it 
in our atmosphere but allows the short 
wavelength radiation through.

The amount of Carbon Dioxide during 
the 18th century (pre industrial era) was 
about 270 parts per million; it is now 417 
parts per million

Between the years 1990 and 2020 
the amount of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere increased by 275 billion 
tons - that is about 9 billion tons each 
year.  The source of this carbon dioxide 
is fundamentally the burning of fossil 
fuels; although the production of cement 
powder is a very significant contributor 
(to produce one ton of cement powder 
one has to burn limestone in a hot 
oven, this reduces the limestone to lime 
releasing carbon dioxide, the energy 
needed and this process results in the 
release of about one ton of CO2 for every 
ton of lime produced).

China is the largest producer of CO2 - 10 
billion tons in 2018 followed by the USA 
at 5.4 billion tons, then comes India, 
Russia, Japan and Germany.  The UK is 
14th in the list at 1 billion tons (above 
France but below Australia).

David Cullum

Sherborne St John Church of  
England Primary School
We almost made it! Having stayed 
open throughout the school year, two 
of our ‘bubbles’ burst in the final week 
of the Summer Term so only the Class 
4 pupils were able to remain in school 
until the end of term.  They made the 
most of having the school grounds to 
themselves, with plenty of PE sessions 
and a bouncy castle to play on, despite 
the heat, and were able to spend a day 
developing their circus skills – juggling, 

balancing and trying to ride a unicycle! 
They also enjoyed a visit from a mad 
scientist, and playing fairground 
games.  A leavers’ service was held at St 
Andrew’s Church, and the Year 6 ritual 
of ringing the school bell took place 
afterwards. We wish them all a smooth 
transition to their secondary schools.

Meanwhile we are all hoping that we can 
return to normal in school next term.  
We are looking forward to welcoming 

our new Year R children, and also 
have new members of staff covering 
maternity leave; Mrs Fuller in Class 4, 
and Mrs Webster and Mrs Brickell in 
Class 3. There are plenty of activities 
planned for the term – let’s hope that we 
are able to take part in all of them in a 
safe, covid-free environment!

Sherbert
SSJ School Villager Correspondent 

    Ranil Jayawardena MP
Member of Parliament for North East Hampshire

In last month’s column, I explained what 
my work to ‘Build Back Better’ meant 
for Sherborne St John and the Pambers 
in terms of our road network; how the 
national vision will improve our lives here 
in North East Hampshire.

Ahead of our children and grandchildren 
returning to school, I wanted to write on 
what is surely the most important part of 
Our Plan for North East Hampshire – a 
great education for the next generation. 
Not only does this mean making sure 
that there are enough school places for 
everyone in the future, but making sure 
the funding and support is there for  
pupils today.

It goes without saying now that 
COVID-19 has been a real strain on us 
all, not least our children and our schools. 
That’s why I welcome the news that our 
children will be benefitting from a share 
of the £1.7 billion made available for 
catch-up support like summer schools 
and mental health support – part of 

over £3 billion for education recovery. I 
know that this funding has given parents, 
teachers and children here in Hampshire 
and further afield help to get things back 
on track.

Having two young children of my own, 
I know how hard it has been for parents 
to juggle the uncertainty of school life 
with the everyday stresses and strains 
of working in the ‘new normal’ world. 
But the fantastic grades from this year’s 
A-Level and GCSE pupils – despite 
disruption – shows the huge potential 
they have. 

HM Government has already committed 
to increasing school funding by £14 
billion. For us here in Sherborne St John 
and the Pambers, in schools such as the 
Church of England Primary this means 
every primary school pupil will benefit 
from at least £4,989.

And, looking to the future, it is important 
we build new classrooms – and even a 

new school. Schools across North East 
Hampshire, from Hook Infant and Junior 
Schools, to Calthorpe Park in Fleet have 
been extended in recent years. This is great 
news. But I know that there is an appetite 
for a new school in time too. Take a look 
at: ranil.uk/school for more – together, we 
can provide more school places, increase 
choice and improve standards further.

Building back a better education system is 
not only vital for Britain and her future in 
the world, but for North East Hampshire 
and local families.

For my latest updates, you can follow me 
on Facebook (“Ranil Jayawardena MP”) 
– or sign up to my newsletter at: ranil.
uk/newsletter – and, as ever, if there is 
anything my team and I can help you with 
– send me a message: email@ranil.uk.

For more information on this column, 
please contact James W Aris by email 
at james.aris@parliament.uk or by 
phone on 07845 544 509.
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Here for you
when you need us...

amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

• 24 hour service
• Free bereavement advice and support
• Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
• Wide choice of memorials for burials 

Basingstoke
The Old Forge, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE
01256 851124

Call 0800 882 1706 to book or visit mccarthyandstone.co.uk/basingstoke to register your interest

Development Address: Island Site, Beggarwood Lane, Basingstoke, RG23 7NL

Register your interest to be kept up-to-date ahead of the Sales Release

Brand New  
Retirement Apar tments  
in Basingstoke Buy  

or Rent! For many families the summer holidays 
are the best time of year. This is especially 
so for children when they can spend 
some quality time with their parents.

Unfortunately, this is not always the case 
as for many people the summer break 
can reveal cracks in a relationship that 
were previously papered over. Indeed, 
spending a great deal of time together 
when a marriage is already on rocky 
ground can often be the final straw as 
has been proved to be the case by many 
in the pandemic.

Divorce may already be on the 
cards, but we often find that parents 
are unwilling to start proceedings until 
the children are back at school, when 
couples can take stock as to whether the 
marriage is worth preserving.

Sheila Parkes, who heads Haymarket 
Family Mediation, which is part 
of Phillips Solicitors, tends to see 
an increase in mediation enquires 
following the end of the summer 
months, in much the same way as there 
is an increase after the Christmas and 
Easter holidays. 

“If you feel that you want to separate, 
then my advice is to use a qualified 

family mediator, such as myself, to 
help you resolve issues around children 
and finances on or in the lead up to a 
separation,” said Sheila, who has been a 
qualified family mediator for more than 
25 years.

“When people discover that family 
mediation is less expensive than being 
represented in court proceedings in 
a divorce case, as well as being less 
stressful and quicker than the court 
process, most realise it is a process 
worth considering.”

“Over the years I have helped hundreds 
of parents work together to develop 
realistic and effective parenting plans 
and fair financial outcomes, always with 
the aim of putting the best interests of 
their children first. After all, parents are 
the best people to make the decisions 
that will affect their future and that 
of their children, rather than a judge 
imposing a decision.”

If you feel that mediation is right for you 
or to find out more information, please 
contact Sheila by calling 01256 854652, 
emailing sheila.parkes@phillips-law.
co.uk or by visiting www.phillips-law.
co.uk/haymarket-family-mediation

Summer holiday break-ups and  
family mediation LEGAL 

 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L
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LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406.

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
e mail:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

BEAUTY THERAPIST  Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon 
in Pamber Heath.  Treatments offered - 
Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor 
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian 
Head Massage and Reflexology.  Strict hygiene 
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.  
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN 
HANDYMAN  Local, trustworthy and reliable. 
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke 
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered, 
quick and simple to complex. www.thebartyman.
co.uk  07828 216806.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
- The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
-  Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
- For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation call 
850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or email me 
on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk

ADVERTISE  
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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