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Whilst we are happy to publish items and opinions in this magazine it should be 
noted that the views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily endorsed 
by the Editorial team. Readers should also make their own enquiries about, and 
assessment of, claims and services made by advertisers in this magazine.

Bramley and District Branch
The Annual Remembrance ceremony will take place at the SSJ War Memorial at 11 am 
on Thursday 11th November.  Please try to be there by about 10.50 am as the ceremony 
will commence just before 11 am.  

The Branch expects to be operating the local Poppy Appeal again this year and is also 
hopeful that it will be permitted to do so at the hospital again.  The use of card readers 
will be introduced this year at some collection points; thanks to Covid-19 we are all 
familiar with them now.

Please contact me for more information if required.

John Delafield 
Chairman, Bramley and District Branch    
Mob: 07850 950349
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Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or 
message on 07775 800955

The staff at Gales Garage would like to thank the local residents & the readers of 
The Villager for their patience during the recent fuel problem. They realise that 
the restrictions that they were forced to put in place made the traffic along the 
Aldermaston Road particularly challenging, and as such would like to thank the 
local people for their patience and support during those difficult two weeks. 

Women’s Fellowship, Who was Guy Fawkes? – SSJ Village Hall – 2.00pm
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall – 9.30am-11.30am
Basingstoke Blues Club, Backbone Blues Band, Railway Social Club, Station 
Approach, RG21 5NB – 8.00pm - late
Race Night in aid of St Michael’s Hospice, SSJ Village Hall, tickets from 
tempaul45@gmail.com – 7.30pm
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall – 9.30am-11.30am
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 
6.30pm) – 7.30pm
The Grange Christmas Fête at SSJ Village Hall – 2.00pm-4.00pm
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20

20

22
24

27

November 2021

Women’s Fellowship, Christmas Lunch, Weybrook Park Golf Club – 12.30pm
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 
6.30pm) – 7.30pm
Santa’s Sleigh Ride Christmas Party, Chute Pavilion SSJ – £18.00 (see advert) – 
7.30pm

7
15

18

December 2021

Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 
6.30pm) – 7.30pm

26
January 2022

Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 
6.30pm) – 7.30pm

23
February 2022

Claiming Dates
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There has been a lot in the news recently 
about the environment, first Extinction 
Rebellion and then Insulate Britain. 
You may have read about the tragic case 
that a man was not able to get his wife 
to a hospital past an Insulate Britain 
blockage of the M25 whilst she was 
having a stroke, when time is of the 
essence. The COP 26 climate change 
conference is currently taking place in 
Glasgow. Earlier in the year, there was 
the No Mow May campaign to increase 
biodiversity. David Attenborough has 
done much to increase our awe and 
wonder at the natural world.

We are prone to making one of two 
mistakes when it comes to the natural 
world. One is to treat it as unimportant 
and exploit it without regard for the 
consequences. The other is to treat 
it as an object of worship. I believe 
Christianity helps us to value the natural 
world without worshipping it.

The first chapter of the first book of the 
Bible, Genesis, recognises the world 
as God’s creation with the diversity we 
see in plant and animal life as part of 

his intention for it. That in itself should 
cause us to be respectful of the natural 
world and seek to maintain its diversity. 
The role of human beings as those 
created in God’s image is to subdue 
and rule over it (Genesis 1.26-28), not 
in an exploitative way, but controlling 
the forces that threaten it and bringing 
order to it. In the account of the Garden 
of Eden, the first human being is given 
the task of working the ground and 
taking care of it (Genesis 2.15). Whilst 
many of us are concerned about the 
environment, I would suggest it is hard 
to give a basis for why we should care 
for the environment and the impact it 
has on other behaviour if everything is 
simply a product of time and chance.

However, human beings disobeyed God 
and the earth as the arena for humanity’s 
work is under his judgement. This is 
expressed in these words of the apostle 
in his letter to the church in Rome:

“For the creation was subjected to 
frustration, not by its own choice, but 
by the will of the one who subjected 
it, in hope that creation itself will be 
liberated from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the glorious freedom of 
the children of God. We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning as in 
the pains of childbirth up to the present 
time.” – Romans 8.20-22

However, God hasn’t given up on his 
original plan for the world he made. 
Jesus died upon the cross in the place of 
his people to take the punishment they 
deserve for the way they have rebelled 
against God, he was buried, and he 
rose again bodily from the dead. That 
doesn’t just mean that those who trust 
in him have the hope of being with him 
in glory, although that is wonderfully 
true, and I hope that is true of you; if it 
isn’t please get in touch with me about 
what it means to become one of God’s 
children. According to those words I 
just quoted, the creation too will be 
set free from its bondage to decay. The 
fact that Christ died and rose again to 
redeem it is a further reason to value 
the natural world and treat it with 
respect and wonder, not as disposable, 
and to exercise wise rule over it now. 
On the other hand, the nature of the 
environment as created not divine, 
still frustrated, decaying and groaning, 
means it is not to be worshipped.

As COP 26 continues, this also helps to 
put our responsibility in perspective. 
There will be disagreement about what 
changes should be made in our society, 
and the impact of those changes, 
but what we cannot do is abdicate 
responsibility; instead, we are to exercise 
the wise rule we have been given to 
protect the earth and make it fruitful. 
At the same time, we must neither 
despair at the magnitude of the task or 
set ourselves up as the saviour of the 
environment: its true hope lies in the 
good news of Jesus Christ. 

The Revd Daniel Newman 
Rector

Sherbornes with Pamber
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Mid-Week
We meet for Central Prayer at 8pm on Tuesday 2nd November – joining details in the church e-mail

Home Groups meet in the week of Monday 8th & 22nd November 
Leaders will decide with members whether these are to be in person or on Zoom.

St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.sherborneswithpamber.org       fb: facebook.com/sherborneswithpamber

SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 2021

5

Please note the new pattern and times of services as shown below. The Services at St Andrew’s are live streamed 
on our YouTube channel and are available to watch afterwards. Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCBbHQM4CvpnnPsSGuuglR_w or the link on our website under the Resources Menu.

We have a number of people in our congregation who are at greater risk of getting seriously ill, have responsibility for caring for 
those in that situation, or are generally concerned about getting sick with the virus. It will show respect for them and help them 

to feel safer if people continued to wear face coverings. Hand sanitiser will continue to be available.  
Doors will be left open to increase airflow.

Sunday Club:
Explorers  - School years R to Y6 meet during the service
Pioneers – School years Y7 - Y9
For more information please contact Warren Trask on 07392 168585 or email swpwtrask@gmail.com

Creche – there are some toys available for use in the Bell Tower, but this will be unsupervised

Sermon Series: Awakened to Worship

07 November

09.00 am 
10.15 am

Morning Worship
Morning Worship with the Lord’s Supper and Sunday Club

Pamber Priory
St Andrew’s 

Preaching
1 Corinthians 1:17-25

Warren Trask

14 November

10.00 am
10.00 am

Morning Worship  
followed by Act of Remembrance at the war memorial
Morning Worship  
including Act of Remembrance

All Saints’
Warren Trask

St Andrew’s
The Revd Daniel Newman

Remembrance Sunday

Please note the different timings of these services to allow a two-minute silence at 11am.

21 November

09.00 am 
10.15 am

Morning Worship with the Lord’s Supper
Morning Worship with Sunday Club

Pamber Priory
St Andrew’s 

The Lord’s Day
Genesis 2:1-3

The Revd Daniel Newman

Sermon Series: Advent: Zephaniah

28 November

09.00 am 
10.15 am

Morning Worship
Morning Worship with Sunday Club

All Saints’
St Andrew’s 

Is the Lord indifferent to right and wrong?
Zephaniah 1

The Revd Daniel Newman
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND Rev Daniel Newman rector.sherborneswithpamber@gmail.com 541607
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke 316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
 SSJ Mrs Penny Mayo clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk 07714 770940
 MS Mrs Cally Morris  mspcclerk@gmail.com 07721 076186
 Pamber Chris Gunnell clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk 07942 637210
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ  Mr Tristan Robinson 07817 131821
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber  Mr. Roger Gardiner, Nuthatch, The Glen, Pamber Heath  01189 701109 
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL  Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL The Castle, Winchester 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE  Non-emergency                               101 or 01962 841534
                                                              www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com 01256 850891 
NEAREST JOB CENTRE  https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP Mrs Jenny Cullum (Secretary) 01256 850315
RAINBOWS   Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com 
BROWNIES   Tramayne Henwood - ssjbrownies@outlook.com 422083 
GUIDES   Sam Hazlewood - ssjguides@yahoo.com 880132
CUBS   Ms Trish Field 01420 544904
MOTHER AND TODDLER Mrs Barbara Irving 850173
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB  Mr David Hughes (Steward) 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY  Mrs Jean Linford 850264
TENNIS CLUB  Paul & Maria Saunders   850430
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING Mrs Margaret Cramer 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB  Mr Len Dunce 07860 435 831
   or  Mr Paul Hamilton 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall Mrs Jacqui Morris 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB Mr Les Bone 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB      Mr Terry Buller     tel.buller@gmail.com 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY Claudia or Jane     info@piccolopsn.com 07528 726248 
                                                                                                        www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust) Mr Stuart Maughan 01256 883858

VENUE BOOKINGS: 
St Stephen’s Hall  Doreen Quilter           booking@ststephensvillagehall.org        07854280343
MS Village Hall               Natasha Chappell       natasha.chappell@googlemail.com 01256 851373 
    07766 426080                                                            
SSJ Village Hall              Shawna Campbell      ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com 07726 308431
   Caretaker                                                                                07500 776222
The Chute Pavilion         Terry Buller   tel.buller@gmail.com 07584 169241 
   & Penny Mayo ssjclerk@gmail.com  07714 770 940
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST  01256 473202
HANTSDOC                                                                                                           01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY   479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY  399710
MORELAND SURGERY   0118 9816661

EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST Mr Mike Stewart (Head teacher) 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL  Mrs Karen Payne  (Head teacher) 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL Mr Jamie Carroll 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU  322814
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES                      Basingstoke Town Centre 473901
                                         Chineham Library                                                                        465643
                            Tadley Library 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm  01256 462101

If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant                        

November 2021                                Julie Crawley                                 villagermagazine@gmail.com                                01256 851003

Contacts

Parish Matters
The Parish Council is now back up to 
full strength again with all five council 
positions filled.  As well as the three 
councillors re-elected in May 2021, 
we now have James Rowley co-opted 
in addition to the co-option of David 
McIntyre back in July.

Planning
As reported in last month’s Villager, BDBC 
are generating a new Local Plan. This is 
to support the population growth in and 
around Basingstoke which is around 2,500 
additional residents per year.  Government 
figures for new houses in the borough is 
895, and so for the next planning period 
of 15 years this equates to a need for 
approx. 13,500 new houses although not 
all of these will be required from new 
sites as around 50% is already catered for 
in current plans. A number of new sites 
have been identified and a call for further 
sites is underway.  Shortlisted sites are 
expected to be identified by Christmas 
and finalised within in 18 months. It 
is inevitable that Sherborne St John 
Parish will be impacted as sites within 
Basingstoke are limited and some of the 
prospective sites, we are already aware of, 
including Popley Rise and Weybrook Golf 
Club surrounding the village.  The Parish 
Council will be working closely with our 
Borough Councillors to agree the least 
worst option.

On a positive note, the proposed 
development in the Strategic Gap  

near Hillside on Sherborne Road has  
been withdrawn.

Speeding
Following on from recent discussions with 
BDBC over provision of more intelligent 
speed indicators, a group of parishioners 
have undertaken a traffic survey on the 
A340 through West End using our Viasis 
Speed Detector.  They have produced a 
presentation with the results taken over 
a 2-week period during September. The 
presentation shows some detailed analysis 
and quite eye-watering speeds. It has been 
shared on Sherborne St John News and 
can be also found on the Parish Council 
website.  The Parish Council has also 
sent it to the new Hampshire Police and 
Crime Commissioner who has confirmed 
that they will be sharing it with the Road 
Policing Unit with the hope that they can 
deploy further enforcement in the village.

Chute Recreation Ground 
As reported last month, the Parish 
Council issued a Request for Proposal to 
four companies for supply of additional 
play equipment. We have had responses 
back and will now review these as well as 
consult the village school to ensure we get 
the best mix of equipment.

The current play equipment has been 
repaired and refurbished.                 

Tree-Bilee & Platinum Jubilee       
Following a search for suitable locations 
for a mature tree at the Chute Recreation 
Ground, none of the proposed sites were 
deemed acceptable and so the Parish 
Council has agreed to dedicate two of the 
recently planted trees on the Village green 
to this event. Commemorative Plaques 
are being sought and a ceremony will 
be agreed closer to the date to be held 
alongside the other events planned by the 
Council, Village Hall and the Church for 
the long weekend of 2nd to 6th June.

Lengths man Scheme 
The Lengthsman continues to do  
useful work repairing and maintaining 
parts of the village. One of his next jobs is 
cleaning bus stops.  The free service, which 
is run by Hampshire County Council, is 
under threat but closure is being fought 
by county councillors including our own 
ward councillor.   This is an invaluable 
service and our parishioners have 
benefited over the last few years.

We keep compiling and scheduling a list 
of work to be undertaken by both the 
Lengthsman and other village volunteers.  
If there are any areas or jobs you think 
need attention, then please let the Parish 
Council know by emailing the Clerk, 
clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk.  

Footpath Maps 
Following the success of the map  
and lectern in the centre of the  
village, a further two maps will soon 
be provided, at each end of the village 
– one at the shop and one at the Chute.  
Hopefully this will further promote  
the many footpaths around the village and 
encourage even more of us to  
use them.

Parish Council Meetings
It has been really pleasing to see good 
attendance maintained at our Parish 
Council Meetings now that we have 
returned to face to face.

The 2022 Meeting Dates have just been 
published and can be found on the website 
and are also here in the Villager.  We look 
forward to seeing even greater numbers of 
you next  
year. 7:30pm at the Chute Pavilion.

Wednesday 26th January 
Wednesday 23rd February  
Wednesday 23rd March

Cllr Carl Davies

PARISH COUNCIL

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass 

Tuesday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Wednesday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Thursday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Friday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Saturday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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Monk Sherborne’s New Village Hall
Like many of us who have been 
experiencing supply shortages, the build 
of the new Monk Sherborne village hall 
took slightly longer than expected but 
is now hoping to be open in time for 
the Christmas party season! As you can 
see from this panoramic photo, it is a 
wonderfully light and welcoming space 
for the local community to enjoy. 

Please do visit the village hall website  
to find out the latest and to book the  
hall online. 

Many thanks again to everyone who has 
generously contributed to make our new 
village hall a reality. 

MSVH Committee

Pamber Green, Pamber End  
and Little London notes
We’ve been blessed with good weather 
of late and our return to ‘normal’ has 
been made easier.  The Forest is dry and 
all paths are easily negotiable. Plentiful 
sunshine has given us a chance to 
enjoy outdoors and our gardens. I have 
seen repeated sessions of blooms on 
many plants and shrubs including the 
magnolia and roses. Grass hasn’t grown 
quite so quickly though the hedges have. 
On the downside, moles are having a 

whale of a time tracking across large 
portions of our back lawn and creating 
extensive damage.

Life is far more enjoyable now that 
human contact has resumed and the 
cheery greetings from passers-by have 
continued as lockdown receded.  My big 
love of singing is definitely back, albeit 
social distancing still being practised 
for our protection. Basingstoke Hospital 

Male Voice choir is back rehearsing as 
are Tadley Singers.  There are new choir 
additions of VoxFresh (a young singers 
group from nursery age to 18 years) 
based at Everest Academy and VoxSonix 
(a mixed voice adult group) based at 
Burnham Copse School in Tadley.  
Email me if you want more information.

Ann Ellis
annjellis@googlemail.com

Christmas at The Vyne 
Christmas starts at The Vyne this year 
from Saturday November 27th. 

Visit the house and wander through the 
lavishly decorated ground floor rooms to 
learn about people who have lived at The 
Vyne or visited throughout history.

November 27th – January 2nd 

11am-3pm.  

7 days a week.

©National Trust Images/Virginia Langer
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Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

ISO 9001:2008 ISO 14001:2004 (BS) OHSAS 18001:2007Supplier No. 060712Certificate No. 24128

Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

CALL Emma Foreman  01256 889215  07747 015494  emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES

Hampshire Farm Shop & Deli  
@ Wolverton Park 

Cheese Counter with over 50 Fantastic Cheeses - 
Fresh Bread - Fresh Fruit & Vegetables.

Award winning Charcuterie, made on premises by Hampshire 
Salami Co. Pie Counter making our own pies, sausage rolls, 
pasties, scotch eggs and more. Cakes and Bakes made fresh 
daily. No Packaging ‘Bulk Buy’ essentials. Artisan Produce from 
Hampshire Producers. Fresh Eggs from local happy hens. Ice 
Cream from Judes. Eco Products. Fresh Meat with butchery on 
site. Plus we have much, much more yummy stuff! 

Come and see. 

We also DELIVER and you can CLICK & COLLECT
It’s really simple, just visit our website for online ordering @ 
www.Hampshire-Deli.co.uk

Wolverton Park, Ramsdell Road, Wolverton, RG26 5RU
T: 01266 861372    M: 07990 556090
W: www.Hampshire-Deli.co.uk     Facebook: @HampshireDeli

We are open on:
Thursday - 8.30am to 2.30pm  
Friday - 8.30am to 2.30pm  
Saturday - 8.00am to 2.00pm

50 
SHADES 

OF 
CHEESE

ADVERTISE  
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Sherborne St John Church of  
England Primary School 

On a gloriously sunny September 
morning, 34 excited children arrived 
at school with suitcases almost as big 
as themselves! We were off to Runways 
End, an outdoor activity centre near 
Aldershot.  Just over an hour later,  
they were getting settled into their ‘pods’ 
which would be their home for the next 
three days. The adventure  
was beginning……

There were certainly plenty of activities 
to enjoy. The children scaled the heights 
of the climbing wall and the vertical 
gym, and went underground into the 
dark caves (using head torches to guide 
their way). There was water fun on the 
Basingstoke Canal with kayaking and 
raft-building, and some decided to 
take a dip as well (not recommended!). 
Accuracy was the focus when they tried 
their hand at archery, and teamwork 

prevailed on the low rope assault course.  
The favourite activity for many was the 
crate stack, when the children piled up 
crated for their friends to climb and 
then pushed the crates over, leaving 
their friends dangling from the harness! 
And if there was any energy left, there 
was the football field to play on and a 
campfire in the evening.  As you can see 
from the photos, a good time was had 
by all, and we arrived back on Friday 
afternoon exhausted but happy!

Other activities have continued at 
school as well.  Thank you to all the 
parents for their generous donations 
to the Foodbank as part of our Harvest 
Festival service, which was held in St 
Andrew’s church.   We held our annual 
conker tournament; congratulations 
Jake, Morgan, Zach, Oliver and 
Chinazam – our 2021 champions!   A 
group of year 4 and 5 boys took part in a 
football tournament at the Basingstoke 
Soccer Centre and did extremely well 
despite never having played together as 
a team before.  They won their group, 
but were knocked out at the quarter 

final stage in a penalty shoot out (it 
happens to the best!!)

We have now appointed 8 school 
Ambassadors from Year 6 who will 
be happy to show any prospective 
new parents around the school – 
congratulations to Imogen, Anastasia, 
Claudia, Lucy, Matilda, Lara, Henry 
and Harry who are now proudly 
wearing ambassador badges. We have 
also reopened our branch of the Junior 
Newbury Building Society (temporarily 
closed during Covid) with newly trained 
cashiers who are ready to process 
savings each week.  

We have also welcomed a new member 
of our office staff – Mrs Cook is the 
new face that you may see in Reception 
working alongside Mrs Hale and coping 
with all the phone calls, paperwork 
and emails, to say nothing of the other 
school ‘emergencies’ (lost PE kits, grazed 
knees, jammed photocopiers and a 
shortage of coffee – all in a day’s work!)

Sherbert
SSJ School Villager Correspondent 

Light up a Life Returns for 2021
St. Michael’s Hospice are 
delighted to invite you 
to their Light up a Life 
Celebration, taking place 
on Sunday 5th December 
at 6pm within the 
Hospice grounds. 

The event will feature a host of festive 
activities including Christmas carols and 
music performed by local choirs and 
the Basingstoke Silver Band, along with 
warming mulled wine and delicious 
mince pies. The event is completely free 
of charge to attend and open to all, not 
just those who have been touched by the 
Hospice’s care.

Megan Parry, Events Manager said, 
“Light up a Life is always hugely 
poignant for the families who attend, 
our staff and volunteers. Welcoming our 
supporters to the Hospice for this year’s 

service will be more meaningful than 
ever as we were sadly unable to hold the 
event last year. We are delighted to join 
together once again, to enjoy the festive 
spirit that the event brings and most 
importantly to pause and remember the 
lives of our loved ones.”

The event is the culmination of the 
Hospice’s Light up a Life appeal, with 
supporters invited to dedicate a star 
in their virtual sky to remember and 
celebrate the life of someone special. 
Each star can feature a photo and a 
personalised message to be viewed 
online at any time. If you choose to 
donate £10 or more, a long-lasting 
wooden star will be posted out to you 
to write the name of your loved one and 
keep in a special place to you.

Paul Hutton, Registered Manager 
said, “The opportunity to pause and 

remember loved ones during the busy 
festive season is so important and seeing 
how much support there is for the work 
we do is always very humbling. We 
know that the most important thing  
for the families we care for at Christmas 
is to be able to enjoy spending precious 
time together and creating memories 
that will last. We couldn’t do our  
work without these events so thank  
you to everyone.”

To find out more about attending St. 
Michael’s Light up a Life event or to 
dedicate a star to the Hospice’s sky, 
please visit:  
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk. 

If you would like to speak to a 
member of the fundraising team 
about making your dedication, please 
call 01256 848848 or email events@
stmichaelshospice.org.uk.

Is your child starting school in 
September 2022?

Hello, my name is Karen Payne.

As the Headteacher of Sherborne St 
John CE Primary School, I would love to 
meet you and give you the opportunity 
to have a look around our fabulous 

school and meet some of our Year 6 
School Ambassadors. We offer personal 
tours for you to come and see our school 
in action, followed by a chat with myself.

Please call the school office on 01256 
850180 to arrange a tour.

We look forward to meeting you soon!

Sherborne St John CE Primary School

Basingstoke Neighbourcare  
is here and ready to help!

If you need a lift to the hospital -  
we can help?

Are you feeling lonely, and keen to make 
a new friend – we can maybe help? 

NeighbourCare has a fleet of mature 
DBS checked volunteer drivers across 

Basingstoke, Tadley and nearby  
villages, ready to help older local folk 
no longer able to drive or lacking  
the mobility they once had to use 
 public transport.

NeighbourCare also has a group of 
experienced and carefully screened 
“befrienders” able to drop in and 
provide friendship and support where 
you might no longer be able to see 
others as much as you used to.  

Our drivers can typically take people 
to Hospital appointments, visit their 
Doctor or Dentist, travel to and from 
a day centre or exercise class or on a 
shopping trip, for a small donation 
towards our running costs. 

If invited to do so, our befrienders  
visit lonely and isolated ‘neighbours’, 
who perhaps suffer from reduced 
mobility or increasing isolation. 
 Care is taken to pair up people with 
similar interests who can then drop 
in regularly to have a chat over a cup 
of tea, thereby helping to keep their 
neighbour more fully engaged with  
the world.

If you want our help, or simply want to 
know more, call us on; 01256 423855,  
E-mail us at: info@neighbourcare.com, 
have a look at our website  
www.neighbourcare.com or find us  
on Facebook  

Reg.Charity No 1154382
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01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation

All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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Hampshire County Councillor  
report - Calleva Division 
October/November 2021
Household Waste Recycling Centres
Hampshire County Council is lifting 
the one visit per week limit for residents 
taking waste to one of the county’s 
24 household waste recycling centres 
(HWRCs), although the requirement to 
book visits online will remain in place 
for the time being.

Residents are however asked to make 
the most of each visit and separate out 
items for reuse and recycling to help 
reduce the amount of waste that has 
to be disposed of. Greater efficiency in 
recycling will ensure that the service is 
more cost effective.

The new arrangement will be effective 
from Monday 4 October. While there 
will be no limit on the number of 
bookings per week, the County  
Council requests any bookings made 
which later are not required, are 
cancelled so that they can be available  
to others.

Residents can visit the County  
Council’s waste and recycling webpages 
for further information and to book  
an appointment.

Support for bus services
Hampshire County Council has 
committed to extend its additional, 
Covid related support for community 
transport services – committing to a 
further six months (1 October 2021 
– 31 March 2022) while the country 
continues its economic recovery from 
the pandemic.

This means that the Authority will 
continue the policy of paying 100% 
contract and concessionary fares 
payments to Community Transport 
operators. The move will assist those 
operators in the recovery and operation 
of their services, covering them for 
any loss of service user income which 
they may continue to experience due 
to COVID-19 over the winter and into 
early spring.

HCC budget balancing  
proposals update
Hampshire County Council has 
begun important financial planning 
- with feedback from residents to be 
considered - on options to help the 
Authority address an anticipated  
two-year shortfall in its budget of at 
least £80 million by April 2023. This 
is necessary if the County Council is 
to deliver a balanced budget, which 
is required by law. Councils across 
England are facing similar budgetary 
pressures.  The proposals will include 
Children’s Services which aim to 
achieve savings of £21.3 million over 
the next two financial years (2022/2023 
and 2023/2024). Maintaining good 
quality education and ensuring safe and 
effective social care services that are 
targeted to vulnerable children, young 
people and their families, are  
the priorities underpinning these 
savings proposals.

The resulting proposals from all County 
Council departments be considered by 

the County Council’s Cabinet and full 
Council at their respective meetings on 
12 October and 4 November 2021.

Walktober
October was the International 
Walk to School month. As part of 
this, Hampshire County Council is 
encouraging parents to leave the car at 
home for all or part of the school run, 
and to walk the journey instead - to help 
build opportunities for exercise in their 
children’s school day, and to improve 
air quality around schools. It is one of 
the County Council’s all year round 
initiatives to promote active travel and 
good road safety awareness among all 
those who use the roads.  

Another of these initiatives is the Junior 
Road Safety Officer (JRSO) programme 
which trains Year 5 and Year 6 children 
to be ambassadors for road safety at 
their schools. JRSOs lead by example 
and share their knowledge with their 
fellow pupils about the importance of 
safety when walking to and from school.

The number of children walking to 
school in Hampshire over the last 15 
years has risen to over 50% of pupils.

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE
Member for Calleva Division
Chairman Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Fire & Rescue Authority
Hampshire County Council
rhydian.vaughan@hants.gov.uk
07774 681516 | fb.com/tellrhydian

Vyne Road Book Exchange in SSJ
All is going well with the Book 
Exchange. Quite a few non-fiction 
books have come in recently. Do take a 
look. We will be restocking the books 
for adults in early November.

Do I really want to read this story?

The books that don’t interest our 
readers are textbooks, manuals and 
annuals, and various ‘how to’ books. 
They take up a lot of space and go out 
of date quickly. 

Please leave books you are returning, 
or donating, in the red box on the  
kiosk floor, OR in the box in the 
porch at Skerryvore (details on the 
noticeboard in the Book Exchange).

If you put books direct onto the 
shelves, it makes it hard for us to  
track usage.

We are happy if you choose to keep  
a book or to pass it on to another 
reader.

Notes from Rural France

From September the 11th till sometime 
in February it is wise to avoid walking 
in areas of the French countryside 
where signs advise “Chasse Gardée” 
or “Parking de Chasse”.  On Sundays 
in our area it is not unknown to hear 
the crack of a rifle but in fact shooting 
can take place on any day in France 
providing it is the correct season and 
there are strict laws for these seasons.  
France has many wild boars roaming 
the forests and sometimes they venture 
to farmland and private gardens in 
search of earthworms, roots and bulbs.  

Imagine our neighbours’ horror when 
he awoke one morning to see his 
immaculate lawn turned into a muddy 
mess overnight by an invasion of wild 
boar – zut alors!

Flashes of bright orange glimpsed in 
the area means the shooters are about 
in their special coloured jackets, always 
in an organised group and with their 
dogs - who unfortunately tend not 
to be as organised as the shooters as 
inevitably the owners are seen driving 
around calling for them after the shoot 
has gone home.   We tend to spend 
hours with our binoculars, safely out of 
range, searching out the orange coats 
trying to guess what is happening and 
watching as they comb the nearby 
fields.  We listen out for the horns 
sounding out the different messages, a 
different sound for a different meaning.  
The Boss loves it as it’s a spectacle to 
watch and so different to shooting in 
the UK. 

The spoils are divided among the 
shooting families and friends and 
turned into deliciously tasty dishes of 
typical French cuisine.  Our neighbours 

regale us with stories of what got away, 
what was bagged and by whom.  It was 
after one such Sunday that our farming 
neighbours’ son turned up on our door 
step saying he had a present for the 
Mrs.  He handed over a large plastic 
carrier bag from which a steady dribble 
of blood seemed to be dropping on the 
doorstep.  His face was creased with a 
large smile as he proudly handed over 
the booty.  The Mrs peeped inside and 
was brought face to face with a large 
rack of ribs attached to half a carcass 
of wild boar and only just managed to 
stop herself from saying “she would 
have really preferred chocolates” while 
smiling her grateful thanks and hastily 
passing it to the Boss for butchery.  
Meat is expensive in France so a free 
dinner is something to be thankful for.  

After searching out choppers, sharp 
knives and a hammer the carcass was 
eventually reduced to manageable sizes 
to either fit into the freezer, oven or 
slow cooker.  The Boss said it was the 
largest pork chops he had ever eaten.  
The wild boar stew was delicious.  Life 
is indeed different in France.

Basingstoke Foodbank 
Update:

From the Sherbornes with Pamber Harvest Festival services and the Harvest Supper 
& Quiz, 65 kilos of donations were collected for the Basingstoke Foodbank.

Thank you all so very much.
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News from the Hospital
As we all look back on a summer mostly 
free of restrictions it is important to 
note that COVID has not gone away. 
The Trust currently is caring for about 
25-30 Covid patients across its three 
sites on any given day; many of them 
people who have not been vaccinated. 
This not only highlights the value of the 
successful vaccine rollout but also the 
critical need to continue to encourage 
others to take up the offer. 

Understandably the Trust is now 
encouraging people not only to take 
advantage of the booster programme, 
but also the flu vaccination programme 
now getting underway.  If we do not 
achieve a high level of flu vaccination 
this year there is real concern that the 
coming winter will see an increased 
level of infection, hospitalisations, and 
even deaths.  

Last year with the country in isolation 
infections were very low, resulting in 
us all developing lower immunity. As 
such, the Trust is encouraging everyone 
to take advantage of this free service, 
and to update their immunity.  Afterall 
the fewer beds occupied by flu patients, 
the more can be used for helping the 
hospital catch up on waiting lists.

The whole NHS is now trying very  
hard to boost its throughput of 
patients for elective work, and has 
just introduced a new pre-assessment 
routine, ensuring patients who have 
been waiting a long time are not 
prevented from proceeding with their 
planned treatment. This new approach 
is already proving very effective. 

Other encouraging news involves the 
increase in MRI capacity, and also  
the start of construction for a new  
Cath lab. This will ensure the hospital 
can continue to offer support to those 
with heart conditions, such as the  
fitting of pacemakers.

The lack of HGV drivers has been very 
much in the news and understandably 
so! Another shortage has been the 
tubes used for blood samples.  It is 
encouraging that this issue is expected 
to be resolved this month thanks to an 
enormous effort across the NHS and 
Government; allowing the medical 
profession to once again make full use  
of this helpful form of diagnosis.

Some may be wondering if the new 
hospital for Basingstoke is still going 
ahead, following the recent lack of news 

and some of the negative reports in the 
press.  There is no need to fear. A lot 
of planning is going ahead behind the 
scenes and enormous amounts of work 
is being undertaken. In line with initial 
plans the programme remains on course 
to open a new hospital for Hampshire 
by the end of the decade.

With Government money being 
especially tight, it is understandable 
that the treasury is requiring major 
expenditure projects to be even 
more carefully appraised prior to 
being approved, thus the programme 
(‘Hampshire Together’) has been asked 
to review very thoroughly again the 
capital costs, and the capital envelope, 
along with the potential number of 
patients it will cater for, and to review 
again all possible alternative options.  

Of course, the other big change in local 
health care will come about when local 
Clinical Commissioning Groups (which 
includes GP surgeries) start to get 
investment to enable them to offer more 
services locally, leaving the hospital to 
concentrate on critical care.

Keith Bunker
Former hospital governor
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Mayor is Guest of Honour at  
Probus Club 
The Probus Club of Basingstoke was 
honoured to receive a visit from the 
Worshipful the Mayor of Basingstoke & 
Deane BC, Cllr Onnalee Cubitt, joining 
the members for lunch at their regular 
meeting at the Test Valley Golf Club.

Cllr Cubitt told of her background 
in charity fund raising starting as 
a seventeen-year-old, encouraging 
Basingstoke businesses to make small 
financial contributions to support her 
work as a volunteer in Sri Lanka. With 
a business degree she entered the world 
of high finance working several years 
for Standard Chartered Bank, then tried 
her hand at estate agency, which she 
did not like, although her company car 
proved very beneficial for getting about in 
London being a black cab. These days she 
and her husband have a building business 
specialising in renovation work across 
north Hampshire and Berkshire. 

With ambitions to be a Member of 
Parliament she applied to join David 
Cameron’s list of potential candidates but 
was told that she could not progress as  
she had no political experience. 
Consequently, local politics beckoned 
standing initially in the Basingstoke 
Norden ward where she was beaten 
soundly by the incumbent councillor. 
Then an opportunity arose in the 
Basing ward where she has been their 
representative for many years.

Probus President, David Wickens, 
presented Cllr Cubitt with a cheque 
for her selected charity appeal, the 

Community Furniture Trust and Friends 
of St Michael’s Hospice.

Before lunch members had been 
entertained by speaker Jeoff Evans who 
traced the changing role of TV quiz shows 
over the years. Starting in 1938 with 
mental challenges, when TV returned in 
1946 there was an updated version which 
was a trans-Atlantic quiz where London 
based panellists had a radio connection 
with participants in New York.

American TV, being commercial, 
attracted large audiences with quiz 
programmes that had large value prizes, 
but the BBC’s charter would not allow 
it to follow suit and although they 
continued with quiz shows the prizes 
were either very modest or even non-
existent. Shows like What’s My Line and 
Brain of Britain then had to compete with 
the introduction, in 1955, of Independent 
Television who had Double Your Money, 
hosted by Hughie Green and Take Your 
Pick with Michael Miles. Trying to 
emulate the famous American quiz, The 
64,000 Dollar Question, Hughie Green 
ran a show called The Sky’s The Limit 
with the top prize being 64,000 sixpences.

American audiences like big winners 
but shows ran into trouble when it 
became known that some contestants 
were fed the answers to ensure that they 
kept winning. The American Congress 
became involved setting regulations to 
overcome such dishonesty which had 
an influence on UK television which 
then set a limit of £1,000 on each quiz 

show. The BBC then progressed with 
quizzes that had intellectual challenges 
but no monetary prize and had 
University Challenge, hosted for many 
years by Bamber Gascoigne, Six Form 
Challenge, Top of The Form, Ask the 
Family with Robert Robinson and then 
in 1972, Mastermind hosted by Magnus 
Magnusson. The show’s format was based 
on the interrogation of prisoners of war in 
a darkened room with a spot light – still 
used to this day.

1971 saw Sale of The Century, from 
Norwich, with Nicholas Parsons, The 
Golden Shot on Sunday afternoons with 
Bob Monkhouse, Jim Bowen with Bull’s 
Eye and in 1980 the BBC introduced The 
Question of Sport. 

The prize limit was raised to £6,000 in the 
1990s and by 1996 all prize limits were 
removed. This eventually led to Who 
Wants to be a Millionaire which had 
struggled to get acceptance by various TV 
companies as they thought that showing 
four possible answers would make it too 
easy to win. 2009 saw The Chase, hosted 
from the start by Bradley Walsh, and now 
Beat The Chaser.

The speaker had been a contestant on 
Mastermind, Egg Heads and several 
others, and these days is a quiz question 
writer. Perhaps a role reversal of  
being today the game keeper and not  
the poacher.

For more information about the Probus 
Club of Basingstoke see  
www.probusbasingstoke.club

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

The Women’s Fellowship attendance in 
October was excellent, with a flurry of 
new members.

The Speaker Louise Camby came to 
talk about the benefits of aloe vera, a 
‘wonder-plant’ that has been used for 
the last 5,000 years.  The term Aloe 
is derived from the Arabic ‘Alloeh’ 
meaning ‘shining bitter substance’.  The 
Egyptians called the plant ‘The plant of 
immortality’ whilst the Japanese have an 
expression which translated means ‘No 
need for a doctor’.  Alexander the Great 
used the plant to treat his soldiers’ burns 
and wounds; Cleopatra relied on it as 
a part of her daily beauty regime, and 
Gandhi bathed in it.

The Arabic ‘bitter substance’ describes 
the outer layer of the plant used to 
produce Bitter Alloes, an old remedy for 
curing nail-biting when applied to the 
nails. This outer layer has no medicinal 
qualities, the part that works its magic 
is beneath this outer layer and is a thick 
gel-like substance.  The highest quality 
apparently is the Barbadensis Miller 

variety, identified by the colour of the 
leaves, being a more grey-green than the 
common blue-green.

Louise highlighted the benefits of aloe 
vera - and there are many - taken both 
topically and internally, and these range 
from supplements to creams, lotions, 
gels, jellies and pastes (toothpaste which 
is actually a gel).  One of the jellies is 
combined with Propolis, an anti-fungal 
property found in honey-bee products 
and, when combined carefully with aloe 
vera, can produce a formula said to treat 
ailments ranging from skin complaints 
such as eczema, burns, cuts and wounds, 
scars, digestive disorders and the 
immune system.

The toothpaste Louise displayed does 
not contain fluoride, only a pea-sized 
amount is required and it is mint 
flavoured, which appeals to children.  
It is said also to be especially good for 
spectrum children, with its pleasant 
taste, texture and calming effect.

This wonder product, apart from all the 
above, can be used as a detergent (but 
not the dishwasher) and can be used to 
wash floors, wipe walls and clean the 
windows (which reminds me…..)

The marketing of these aloe vera 
products can be misleading and the 
ingredients should be read carefully.  
The package may say ‘100% aloe vera’ 
when in fact the substance contains 
only 3%, but the actual aloe vera may be 

100% pure.  This apparently is legal in 
the marketing world.  If Aloe Vera is not 
in the first three listed ingredients, it is 
not a high quality product and should 
be put back on the shelf.

The company Louise was promoting is 
‘Forever Living’ which is not found in 
shops but can be ordered from an agent 
such as herself.  In case we were thought 
to be sceptical about it all, Louise 
showed us a slide of her neck which she 
had burned on hair drying equipment, 
leaving a nasty red ring.  She had tried 
all kinds of creams recommended by the 
GP which had no effect, so tried some 
aloe vera cream and, after a while, hey-
presto, it had disappeared completely.

By the end of the talk we were all feeling 
soothed, cooled, moisturised, exfoliated, 
cleansed, oiled and healthy!  So the 
next step was to try a few samples and 
purchase some of her fascinating wares.

Louise was thanked by Rose Cooper and 
tea and chat, together with a Bring & 
Buy stall, followed.  The regular meeting 
continued afterwards and ended with 
the raffle.  A short Quotation was read 
out and copies left by the door.

Louise’s email address is:  louise@
aloehealing.co.uk

The next meeting with be on Tuesday, 
2nd November.  We look forward to 
seeing everyone again, and of course, 
new members welcome.

RACE NIGHT SHERBORNE  
ST JOHN VILLAGE HALL 
RACE NIGHT – In aid of St Michaels Hospice

Saturday 20th November 7.30pm

Come and join us for our fundraising Race Night with a difference!  
An evening of old-fashioned fun. 

Tickets from Paul Temple:- tempaul45@gmail.com
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BASINGSTOKE CIVIL SERVICE 
RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP

Forty seven members and four visitors 
attended the meeting held on 6 October 
who, after being welcomed by the 
Chairman, David Cowling, were given 
details by the Secretary, Tony Brazier of 
the forthcoming trips planned for this 
year. The first outing of these will be the 
Mystery Trip on Thursday 14th October 
to be followed on Thursday 18th 
November by a trip to Haskins Garden 
Centre for Christmas shopping and 
then the Christmas lunch at BCOT on 
Thursday 9th December.  Our Welfare 
Officer, Christine Broadbent, then gave 
an update on those members who had 
not been well and those that had sadly 
died since we last met.

The speaker this month was Malcolm 
Nelson with a talk titled “40 Years of 
Catching Smugglers – Lies and Excuses”.  
He went on to tell us about his time as 
a customs officer at Heathrow Airport 
and the many, often amusing, instances 
where people would try all sorts of 
ruses in order to bring goods into the 
country on which they should have paid 
tax.  He explained the training given 
to officers which, when also backed up 
by experience, helped them to target 
the people thought most likely to be 
smuggling illicit contraband into the 
country. Malcolm also brought along 
some copies of his books  - “Forty Years 
Catching Smugglers” and “In Pursuit of 
the Two Legged Mule”.

The next meeting is on 3rd November 
when we are having a speaker from the 
RNLI and then on 1st December we  

are having a “Story Tale Christmas” 
from Fiona Birchall along with 
a Christmas buffet.  The group’s 
programme of speakers and trips 
for next year is now available and a 
copy can be obtained by contacting - 
csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com.

The group meets on the first Wednesday 
of each month at Brookvale Village Hall 
from 10am to 12 noon and all retired 
Civil Servants, their relatives and friends 
are welcome.  

David Cowling

Summer into Autumn 2021
Rainfall totals for April 2021 had 
been significantly below average (only 
15mm) and pressure had been quite 
high so there were frequent night frosts 
but good sunshine, making it a slow 
start to Spring. It was all change for 
May with West and Southwest winds 
bringing changeable weather and many 
days with rain, but pressure rose during 
the last week of the month with some 
good warm sunshine.  It started cool 
and quite windy with gales on the 3rd; 
there were many days with rain and it 
felt cool in the unsettled conditions  
but plants flourished and crops had a 
good start - as long as one could get 
on the land with such frequent rain. 
Daytime temperatures generally rose 
into the mid-teens but improved late 
on with a maximum temperature of 
25.4 Celsius on the 31st (the highest 
recorded temperature here in May is 
27.8C in 1976).

June 2021 was a disappointing month; 
one usually expects high sunshine 
totals but this year was quite cloudy, 
apart from a few days from the 12th 
to the 15th which were almost cloud 
free, resulting in sunshine totals almost 
100 hours less than average.  Although 
rainfall totals for the month was high, 

72.3mm of the total of 88.7mm fell  
in only 3 days (mainly the 18th and 
19th). There was no rain from the 4th 
to the 16th - the peak of the growing 
season for many crops; however overall 
day/night temperatures were 3.0C 
above average.

July 2021 continued the warm 
temperature theme and with, again, 
very intermittent periods of rain.  It 
was quite cloudy but warm until the 
14th, then came a weeklong sunny and 
very hot spell with daytime maximum 
temperatures averaging 31.0C and a 
highest temperature of 32.4C on the 
19th..  Rainfall totals were close to 
average but only occurred in 3 short 
spells and there was a period of 15 
days (13th to 27th) with negligible 
rain - there are some days when small 
amounts of rain fall but evaporate in 
the warm summer temperatures and  
do not benefit the grass or the crops. 

August 2021 was a repeat of the July 
theme. Winds were again from a 
mainly South-westerly direction until 
the 23rd and then became Northerly 
(and cool) as an anticyclone developed 
to the West.  Rainfall was again 
intermittent with over half of the 
monthly rainfall total falling between 

3pm and midnight on the 9th. It was 
quite a cloudy month with below 
average sunshine but, being summer 
with limited rain, temperatures were a 
bit above average. 

September 2021 was another somewhat 
disappointing month weather-wise - 
again sunshine totals were a bit below 
average due to the first 6 days being 
cloudy although quite warm.  The main 
feature of the month was the small 
number of days with significant rain - 
only 4 (mainly the 13th and 28th and 
then over only a few hours totalling 
34mm out of the monthly 53mm).

October started wet but no rain since 
the 5th, so far. 

It always used to be claimed that the 
weather in the Southern UK was 
renowned for its variability with time, 
but it appears that, in recent years, 
we seem to get stuck into one type of 
weather for quite extended periods.  
Obviously there have been exceptions 
to this - the winters of 1946/7 and 
1962/3 and the summers of 1947 and 
1976 are good examples.

One wonders!

David Cullum, Pamber Green

2020 into 2021
Pamber Green

May
2021

June
2021

July
2021

Aug
2021

Sept
2021

To 12  
Oct 21

Average Day Max Temp C 16.3 22.3  24.3 21.5 21.6 16.7

Diff from 30-yr average C +0.6 +3.2 +3.4 +1.1 +3.7 -2.0

Highest Max Temp C 25.4 29.8 32.4 24.6 29.6 19.6

Average Night Min Temp 5.6 11.4 13.6 12.2 11.4   8.1

Diff from 30-year average -0.3 +2.7 +2.4 +2.0 +3.1 +3.1

Lowest Min Air Temp C -1.1   4.6   9.7   8.1 4.4   4.3

Total Rainfall mm 95.7 88.7 58.2 51.6 53.7 37.7

Percent of 30-year average 174% 177% 106% 79% 87% 152%

No. of days with>1mm rain 15 9 10 7 6 3

Diff from 30-year average +5 +2 +3 0 -3 6

No. Days with NO Rain 4 15 13 14 18 -

Basingstoke and Deane
Share your views on ambitious ideas 
for the town centre’s future

Residents are being urged to have 
their say on early ideas for the future 
of Basingstoke town centre, shaped by 
what they said they wanted to see there.

Initial ideas as part of the development 
of a new masterplan for the area 
include opening up the town centre 
to make it more accessible, dialling 
up the town’s entrepreneurial spirit 
and ensuring the town centre is a 
vibrant hub during the day and night 
by creating opportunities for more 
community and cultural activities and 
more green spaces.

To ensure the town centre continues 
to meet residents’ needs and brings 
valuable jobs to the borough, 
suggestions include reimagining the 
existing Malls building to open up the 
area, creating opportunities for a range 
of uses in addition to retail including 
space for community and cultural use, 

space for entrepreneurs, education 
and modernising shopfronts at the 
Top of the Town while celebrating the 
borough’s rich heritage.

Helping to meet the borough’s 
challenging climate change targets  
and encouraging a healthier lifestyle  
by making the town centre more 
walkable and cycle-friendly, 
opportunities being explored include 
the introduction of new traffic zones, 
introducing two-way traffic on New 
Road, creating a new bus interchange at 
Churchill Way and a new multi-storey 
car park in New Road.

In addition to the existing town  
centre green spaces, the vision is to 
create a ‘greener’ feel through new 
open spaces in Church Street and in 
the Top of the Town as well as new 
planting throughout to improve the 
area’s biodiversity.

As part of the public engagement 
carried out in February and March, 

90% of those who took part said the 
town centre could be improved, only 
44% agreed that the town centre is full 
of interesting places to eat and drink 
and only 34% agreed that the town 
centre had great arts and  
culture attractions.

The top suggestions on how to improve 
the town centre included more 
independent shops, independent cafes 
and restaurants, more cultural space 
and better open space to hold events 
and festivals.

Residents, businesses, organisations 
and visitors are being encouraged to 
take a look at the early ideas being 
put forward and share their views by 
completing an online survey at www.
talkbasingstoketowncentre.co.uk until 
Friday 12 November 2021.

For further information please contact 
Senior Communications Officer 
Jessica Bave on 01256 845746 or email 
Jessica.bave@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Here for you
when you need us...

amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

• 24 hour service
• Free bereavement advice and support
• Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
• Wide choice of memorials for burials 

Basingstoke
The Old Forge, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE
01256 851124

Call 0800 882 1706 to book or visit mccarthyandstone.co.uk/basingstoke to register your interest

Development Address: Island Site, Beggarwood Lane, Basingstoke, RG23 7NL

Register your interest to be kept up-to-date ahead of the Sales Release

Brand New  
Retirement Apar tments  
in Basingstoke Buy  

or Rent!

Whilst many Christmas presents will 
be forgotten as soon as they have been 
unwrapped, there is a festive gift that 
can make a big difference – leaving a 
legacy to a charity.

Three quarters of Britons regularly give 
to charity in their lifetimes, but only 6% 
include a charity when writing a Will. 

Without this source of income many 
charities would have to cut important 
services and some could not exist.  

Lucy Watson, who heads the Wills 
and Probate team at Phillips Solicitors, 
said: “Charities rely on both regular 
donations and legacies in Wills to 
be able to continue their good work. 
Leaving money to charity in your Will 
can make a huge difference and what 
a wonderful way to ensure that your 
legacy lives on after you’ve gone.”

“It is especially important to think 
of charities at the moment when so 
many of their normal fundraising 
avenues have been cancelled with the 
coronavirus pandemic.”

Donations can be as small or as large 
as you wish, as every gift makes 
a difference. A gift made to a UK 
registered charity is also inheritance  
tax free.

“If your estate is large enough to be 
chargeable to inheritance tax, gifts to 
charity will reduce not just the overall 
amount of tax paid by the rest of your 
estate but may also reduce the rate of 
tax, resulting in your family getting  
the most of their inheritance,”  
explained Lucy.

“If you are looking to leave money 
to a charity you may well consider 
Sebastian’s Action Trust, which is 
Phillips’ charity of the year.”

Sebastian’s Action Trust provides 
emotional, social and practical care 
together with outreach and specialist 
support to families in Hampshire, 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Oxfordshire and Surrey.

It also offers respite holidays to families 
from all over the UK at The Bluebells 
– the Trust’s unique facility in North 
Waltham, just outside of Basingstoke.

For help in leaving a charitable legacy, or 
for any other Wills and Probate issues, 
please contact Lucy by emailing lucy.
watson@phillips-law.co.uk or by calling 
01256 854646.

For more information about the wide 
range of legal services offered by 
Phillips, please visit  
www.phillips-law.co.uk

Leave a gift for charity
 LEGAL 
 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L
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LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406.

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
e mail:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

BEAUTY THERAPIST  Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon 
in Pamber Heath.  Treatments offered - 
Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor 
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian 
Head Massage and Reflexology.  Strict hygiene 
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.  
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN 
HANDYMAN  Local, trustworthy and reliable. 
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke 
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered, 
quick and simple to complex. www.thebartyman.
co.uk  07827 216806.

JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES  Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call. 07585958528

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
- The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
-  Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
- For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk

Father Christmas and his Elf will be there.
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