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Charity Plant Stall in  
Monk Sherborne
2022 has certainly been a challenging 
gardening year. It started out full of 
promise and we had hopes of having 
a bumper season, but the lack of rain 
meant it wasn’t to be. However with 
your help we still managed to raise 
£4750 for charity.

Thank you everyone who supported us 
by buying flowers, plants and vegetables.

We will be back again in the spring  
with our usual daffodils, pots of 
bulbs and spring bedding – all at very 
reasonable prices.

If you haven’t visited us before, please 
come along, we will be in the drive of 
Lynten House, Monk Sherborne, not far 
from the post box.

We hope you all have a very happy 
Christmas and look forward to seeing 
you in the New Year.

Happy gardening, Chris & Bebe Moore

Note from the Editor

I would personally like to thank the Villager team for their unstinting commitment 
to helping get this magazine to your doorstep each month: Emma who organises 
the advertising, Liz and Chris Gwynn and their team of distributors and all our 
contributors - not forgetting Beau and his Mrs!  

On behalf of us all we would like to wish our readers a very enjoyable and peaceful 
Christmas and New Year.   The next issue will be in February 2023 so please do send 
any pieces or photos to me by 12th January 2023.

Editorial

04412_Villager_July2012:19191_Villager_Oct07  2/7/12  17:08  Page 40

Contact us at villagermagazine@gmail.com

the Villager
CONTACTS

Editor:
Julie Crawley
01256 851003
villagermagazine@gmail.com

Advertisements:
Emma Foreman 
01256 889215/07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

Distribution:
Liz & Chris Gwynn
01256 850800
lizgwynn.eg@gmail.com

Future Events:
Lindsay Berry
01256 850495
lindsayberry0@gmail.com

Pamber Correspondent:
B. Downes
bdownes.villager@gmail.com

Contents
Sherbornes with Pamber 4 

Church Services                           4, 5

Claiming Dates                                  6 

Monk Sherbourne  
Parish Council 7 

The Vyne 7

Sherbourne St. John  
Parish Council 9

News from the Pambers 
and Little London 11

The Royal British Legion          21

Local Events & issues        6, 7, 9, 
10, 11, 16, 17, 20, 21, 23, 25, 29

Whilst we are happy to publish items and opinions in this magazine it should be 
noted that the views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily endorsed 
by the Editorial team. Readers should also make their own enquiries about, and 
assessment of, claims and services made by advertisers in this magazine.

Cover photo: Nature’s Christmas baubles
2



4 54

Once again Christmas is coming upon 
us with amazing speed!  It seems to be 
the case every year, almost as soon as the 
school Half Term has passed.  Top of the 
domestic agenda of course is sorting out 
who is going to be where on the Day, but, 
given that, the next thing is the presents!

The planners amongst us will have been 
buying presents and putting them aside 
over a long period but if you are like 
me, then the struggle to come up with a 
present which is appreciated and wanted is 
just beginning – and time is running out. 
What pressure!

As I wrack my brains and consult websites 
for ideas I’m looking for something that 
will illicit one of two responses, or ideally, 
both: ‘It’s just what I’ve always wanted’  
and ‘You shouldn’t have. It’s more than  
I deserve.’

Sherbornes with Pamber
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St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.sherborneswithpamber.org       fb: facebook.com/sherborneswithpamber

Services for December 2022
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MIDWEEK
Home Groups meet in the week of Monday 12th December  |  Central Prayer Meeting – Second Saturday at 8.30am – 10th December

Little Acorns – Wednesday’s at 10am-11.30am at SSJ village hall on 7th December for the Christmas party  
& St Andrew’s church on 14th December for a crib service

The Services at St Andrew’s are live streamed on our YouTube channel and are available to watch afterwards. 
Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBbHQM4CvpnnPsSGuuglR_w or the link on our website under the Resources Menu.Of course, Christmas is a Christian festival 

celebrating God’s gift to us in the form of 
His Son Jesus. On that amazing night 2000 
years ago, God sent messengers (angels) 
to announce His birth and to say a little 
about what that holy gift was all about.

I am always struck by the fact that God 
sent the angels to announce the birth 
of Jesus to shepherds who were tending 
their flocks at night.* After all, this is an 
announcement about the saviour of the 
world, God’s own son. You would think 
the announcement would have been 
made to royalty or government leaders or 
church/synagogue leaders. But instead, it 
is to shepherds, who at that time would 
have been almost outsiders; barely on the 
social scale at all. This highlights that the 
message of Christmas is meant to be heard 
by every one of us.

It is a message of hope that comes in the 
form of a baby. The angel announced to 
the shepherds that this is ‘good news to  
all the people. Today in the town of  
David a Saviour has been born to you; he 
is the Christ’. *

Jesus came to save us and to reconcile us 
to God. He came to offer a new life with 
Him and a peace which only he can offer*.  
What a wonderful message in amongst  
the trials and troubles that everyday life 
can bring.

It is a gift about which we Christians can 
truly say ‘It’s what I’ve always wanted’  
and ‘You shouldn’t have. It’s more than  
I deserve.’ 

Please come and help us to celebrate 
and to worship our great God in this 
Christmas season. Please see the special 
services in all three of our churches 
during December.  Some are particularly 
aimed at children and families, and it 
will be wonderful to welcome you to 
any of our services and gatherings. The 
Christmas story is meant to be shared and 
understood by everyone.

So as we look forward to celebrating 
this season we thank God for Jesus and 
wish you all a happy Christmas and a 
prosperous and peaceful New Year.

*Luke 2 v 8, Luke 2 v v 10b - 11;  
Luke 2 v 14                                                              

Steve Howe

Sunday Club: for children from School year R and upwards will meet during the service.  
For more information please contact Caroline Elphick on 01256 851384
Creche – there are a few toys available for use in the Bell Tower, but this will be unsupervised

As we are now in a period of vacancy for the position of Rector of the parish, we may have some preachers yet to be confirmed. 
Please check our website or register for our weekly newsletter for up-to-date information.

04 December
10am
Preacher’s choice                                                                

The Lord’s Supper St Andrew’s 
Revd Jonathan Clark

11 December
10am
Hannah – Faith in adversity
10am 
Preacher’s choice                                                             

Morning Worship
1 Samuel 1
Morning Worship

St Andrew’s 
Steve Howe

All Saints’
Andrew Doggart

18 December
10am
Samson – Faith renewed                                                              

All-Age Morning Worship
Judges 16

St Andrew’s 
Andy Spence

25 December – Christmas Day
9.30am

10.45am                                                           

All-Age Morning Worship

All-Age Morning Worship

All Saints’
Steve Howe
St Andrew’s 

Andy Spence

01 January 2023
10am
Simeon & Anna                                                                

The Lord’s Supper – All-Age
Luke 2:21-39

St Andrew’s 
Andy Spence

CHRISTMAS SERVICES: 
04 Dec
4pm - Mary & Joseph - 10am 

11 Dec
4pm

18 Dec
4.30 & 6.30pm

24 Dec
5pm

Advent Carols
Luke 1:26-38 & Matt 1:18-24

Christingle

Carols by Candlelight

Crib Service

Pamber Priory
Andy Spence

St Andrew’s
Pippa Aslet

St Andrew’s
Pippa Aslet & Steve Howe

All Saints’                         
Steve Howe

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass 

Tuesday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Wednesday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Thursday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Friday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Saturday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)
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Monk Sherborne Parish Council
Our last meeting was 2nd November and the next will be 11th January. 

Members of the public are welcome to come. 

Vacancy
The parish council still has a vacancy for a councillor. If you are interested in representing the parish please contact the clerk at:  
clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk.

Play area
As many of you will have seen, we have had to cordon off the climbing frame in the play area. This is due to safety issues with 
the structure that were picked up by the inspector. The council are actively working towards replacing the climbing frame with a 
similar piece of equipment. 

Drainage
A reminder to homeowners in the parish now we are in the wetter seasons. if you have a drainage ditch or storm drain on your 
property it is your responsibility to ensure that they are clear of debris and water can flow freely. This helps to stop the local 
roads from flooding and surface water to drain quickly after heavy rains. 

Stay alert
With the nights getting longer and darker this time of year sees an increase in the number of thefts and burglaries. Please 
stay vigilant and ensure any outbuildings/sheds are locked and secure to deter potential break ins. If you spot any suspicious 
activities, please try to get a description or reg number and report the incident to 101 or the crime stoppers website. 

We wish all members of the parish a merry Christmas and a happy new year! 

Kind regards, 
Aaron Minter

Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or message on 07775 800955

Claiming Dates

SSJ Primary School Christmas Fayre, in the school - ALL WELCOME!
Advent Carols at Pamber Priory
St Michael’s Hospice, Light up a Life Event
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
Women’s Fellowship,  CHRISTMAS LUNCH @ Bishopwood Golf Course
Anvil Christmas Pantomime starts (till 5th January)
Christingle Service at St Andrew’s, SSJ
Basingstoke Concert Band Annual Christmas Concert, St Michaels Church, B/S, RG21 7QW
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting,  Chute Pavilion(Planning meeting 7.00pm)
Carols by Candlelight at St. Andrew’s 
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
Crib Service at All Saints’, Monk Sherborne
Christmas Day services:  All Saints’, Monk Sherborne
Christmas Day services:  St Andrew’s, SSJ

2
4
4
5
6
9
11
11
14
18
19
24
25
25

December 2022

5.00pm – 7.00pm
4.00pm
6.00pm

10am-12noon

4.00pm
3.00pm
7.30pm

4.30pm and 6.30pm
10am-12noon

4.30pm
9.30am

10.45am

Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra,  tickets from The Anvil Box Office, tel: 01256 84424425

February 2023

7.30pm

The Band of His Majesty’s Royal Marines,  tickets from The Anvil Box Office, tel: 01256 84424429

January 2023

3.00pm

SSJ Retirement Coffee Mornings
Dates for future meetings: 5th and 19th December, 2nd,16th and 30th January 

Are you new to the area or maybe recently retired?  

Once a fortnight on a Monday morning, ladies and gentlemen meet in the Village Hall to have a coffee - or two - and biscuits 
with friends old and new. You don’t even have to pay for them! We would love to have some more people join us.  
You will be made very welcome.

We have a raffle each coffee morning with some lovely prizes – often goodies to eat! 
We also have bring and buy mornings. Sometimes we have a coach trip out to a 
garden centre. In June we also spent a lovely warm sunny day in Southsea which  
was much appreciated by all who attended.

We have been starting at 9.30am but as some people like to lie in a little longer, 
especially in the winter, it has been decided that we will be starting at 10am and 
going on till midday. You can pop in and out at any time during the morning.  
You don’t have to stay for the whole time.

Hope to see you there.

The Vyne
Short days and dark nights can have you huddling up at home, but don’t miss out on sparkling winter frosts and 
swirling morning mists over The Vyne’s lake. With your wellies at the ready, three circular routes lead you around the ancient  
Morgaston Woods.

Pop into the house and discover lavishly decorated ground floor rooms with plenty of sparkle, inspired by the mansion’s 
sumptuous Grand Tour collections. This Christmas, the atmospheric interiors of The Vyne are decked out in Victorian festive 
finery, with twinkling lights and glittering Christmas trees.

Follow in the footsteps of ostentatious former resident John Chute on his travels through 18th century Europe and see his 
‘Grand Tour’ treasures, which include an incredible casket encrusted with semi-precious stones, you’ll also find decorations that 
celebrate Christmas in Europe. Look out for sumptuous Venetian masks, mini ‘Colosseums’ and intricate Moravian stars.

Our festive trail, The Christmas passport (£2), invites families to enjoy 
continental adventures in the house and gardens.

We are closed December 24th and 25th. And after January 3rd the house is 
only open at weekends until February 5th.

And don’t forget if you want to visit The Vyne you still need to book your 
parking space. Please check our website before you travel.

More information at nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne

©National Trust Images/John Miller
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED
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The year is drawing on now and it is 
worth looking back at some of the 
achievements.

The Parish Council commissioned a 
new older children’s play area, which has 
been well received and used by many 
local children and families since its 
opening in July.  Leader grant funding 
was obtained through Hampshire 
County Council to make this possible, 
thanks again to all those responsible. 

The Chute recreation ground and 
Pavilion continue to be well maintained 
and look their best thanks to the efforts 
of our wonderful centre manager and 
chief groundsman Terry Buller-well 
done again this year Terry!

The main changes and challenges  
facing the village relate to Planning for 
new housing.

Neighbourhood Plan (NP)-the parish 
council is reviewing the current 

neighbourhood plan with a group of 
local volunteers, which was approved in 
2017. We have appointed ET Planning 
to support the planning work and 
are looking to commission specialist 
heritage and landscape advice to 
support this programme. The NP is 
the best opportunity we have to shape 
development in the village. If you are 
interested in being involved or joining 
the group please contact james.rowley@
sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk

We want to get local people’s views  
on a range of key issues facing the 
village including:

• Keeping the separate identity of the 
village and maintaining the strategic 
gap with Basingstoke

• Protecting the character and 
setting of the conservation area and 
important local open spaces

• Maintaining long views in/out of  
the village

• Whilst we are not proposing 
additional housing sites within the 
village in the review, we would like 
to improve the design quality of any 
new housing built on infill or existing 
sites in the village through providing 
a design code

An online questionnaire to get 
your views is now available on the 
Parish Council website https://www.
sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk. Printed 
copies will also be available at the village 
shop for those who prefer to complete 
by hand.  The timetable is to submit the 
draft plan by the end of March, with the 
Regulation 14 public consultation in 
summer and final version autumn 2023.

Lastly, we are facing consultations for 2 
large speculative housing applications 
within the parish at part of Weybrook 
Golf club (250 homes-By Bewley 
Homes) and at Kiln Farm, land west 
of Marnel Park (350 homes by David 
Wilson Homes). Both sites raise 
significant issues for the separate nature 
of the village and local traffic, bringing 
the built up edge of Basingstoke much 
closer. The Borough Council is talking 
to the Government about reducing the 
rate of housing growth in Basingstoke 
in line with the more recent census data. 
However, the current lack of a 5 year 
housing supply locally means that these 
developments are more difficult  
to resist. If you are concerned, have a 
look at consultation material and make 
your views known in response and to 
local councillors.

PC James Rowley

PARISH COUNCIL

Beau’s Blog – December 2022
I am guarding my ice cream cone.  I live 
in hope that one day it may well produce 
some tasty ice cream with a nice crisp 
biscuit cone but something tells me it 
will never happen.  This was a present 
from the Miniatures when I was a baby 
and was filled with frozen water to 
soothe my teething.  The Mrs has long 
since stopped filling it with frozen water 
and just lets me play with it empty.  It is 
one of the few things I treasure and have 
not chewed to destruction.

I have yet to learn how to share my 
toys….the Boss is teaching me to fetch 
vermin he has shot and I don’t mind 
giving that up as he seemed incredibly 
pleased with me when I recently 
retrieved and gave him the pigeon he 
had shot.  I am not old enough yet to 
attend his game shoots as I get very 
excited when I meet other dogs and 
people and until I calm down a bit he 

says I am not in the right frame of mind 
to completely obey his commands or 
the commands of the Mrs.  I am still 
learning the correct etiquette when 
exposed to social situations but it is very 
hard when all I want to do is play.

The Mrs refuses to play fetch with me 
if I will not give up the ball – I must 
learn to share.  The Miniatures recently 
gave me a large round ball with two 
handles sticking out either side.  This 
was to instigate a pulling game but I 
found it a bit annoying as I couldn’t get 
the ball in my mouth so one evening 
when the Boss was engrossed in his ball 
playing sports on the TV and the Mrs 
was rolling her eyes ignoring the sport 
preferring to read her book, I chewed off 
the two handles so I could get the ball 
into my mouth easily.    I immediately 
took it to the Mrs to play.  She looked 
confused, not recognising my toy but 

then she spotted bits of red rubber 
all over the floor.  My plan to show I 
was learning to share backfired badly 
as she was very cross about what she 
considered to be a ruined toy despite my 
obvious joy in now being able to get the 
whole ball into my mouth.

The Boss was sympathetic as the ball 
was confiscated, the mess on the floor 
swept up and I was put to bed.   I will 
stick to ice cream in future. 

http://beauregardsdogblog.blogspot.com
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Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan

Christmas is fast approaching!  At 
school we have been preparing since 
before half term, when the children 
designed Christmas cards which will 
be printed in time to send to friends 
in December!  Over 50 beautifully 
wrapped shoeboxes packed with gifts 
were donated to the Rotary Shoebox 
appeal and are now on their way to 
disadvantaged children in Albania, 
Montenegro, Moldova or Romania.  
And if you visit Festival Place before 
Christmas, look out for the amazing SSJ 
Christmas trees that have been painted 
and decorated by our children.

Of course, one of the highlights of 
our Christmas celebrations is the 
Infant Nativity, which this year has 
the wonderful title of ‘Rock around 
the Flock’!  The story of the birth of 
Jesus is being told through the eyes 
of the shepherds, accompanied by 
some ‘rocking’ sheep and even a kazoo 

Sherborne St John Church of  
England Primary School

chorus!!  As I write, the Key Stage 1 
children are rehearsing the songs with 
great enthusiasm – we are looking 
forward to seeing the performance!

As we get closer to the end of term, 
there are plenty more events to look 
forward to.  We have our Christmas 
Fayre on 2nd December, and then a 
week later the whole school will travel 
to the Anvil to watch the Christmas 
Pantomime.  There will also be African 
Drumming concerts, Christingles 
and the school Christmas tree dressed 
with decorations made by each of 
the children. Class 3 are visiting The 
Vyne to see the house decorated for 
a Victorian Christmas. Carols will be 
sung, classrooms decorated and the 
postbox will bulge with Christmas 
cards! The last week of term will involve 
enjoying a festive film in Movie Mob, 
the Infant and Junior Christmas parties, 
the annual Junior Christmas Quiz, and 

the Christmas service in St Andrew’s 
church.  By the time we reach the end of 
term, we will all need a rest!

So it just leaves me to wish you a very 
Happy (and restful!) Christmas!!

Sherbert
SSJ School Villager Correspondent 

News from the Pambers  
and Little London
Hello again. It seems as though these 
unseasonably warm days are drawing to 
a close and colder weather is on its way.  
Although that is something I feel I should 
welcome – it seems “right” somehow – 
there’s no escaping the fact we are in for 
some tough times.  Hampshire County 
Council has provided our local PC with 
a wealth of helpful information and 
advice about support services available: 
ideas on how to keep warm; how to deal 
with mental health issues; how to tackle 
financial difficulties – to name but a few.  
I am including some of the key links 
you may find helpful and a reminder of 
the availability of libraries as a source of 
warmth after school or indeed during the 
day.  All are welcome. And don’t forget …  
Citizens Advice is an excellent source of 
help in a surprisingly  wide range of areas.

https://www.hants.gov.uk/
socialcareandhealth/publichealth/
mentalwellbeinghampshire

https://www.
connecttosupporthampshire.org.uk/
financesupport

https://www.hants.gov.uk/costofliving

https://www.hants.gov.uk/library

admin@catadley.org  |  tel: 08082787987

On a different topic, Pamber Green 
resident Yvonne contacted me to ask  
me to share with you details of a Reading 
Group which is seeking to enlarge its 
membership:

The Villager Reading Group meets on 
the first Monday of each month at 8.00 
to discuss a book we have borrowed 
from the library. The group is based 
in and around Pamber Green and all 
are welcome. If you enjoy reading and 
would like to join us or would like more 
information please contact Yvonne Grant. 
01256 850198

yvonnegrant@btinternet.com

Christmas – if nor just round the corner - 
is on its way.  And as we know, Christmas 
means, amongst other things, Santa Claus 
.  Since as a child our daughter had to be 
reassured repeatedly that a big fat bloke 
in a red suit was not going to come into 
her bedroom in the middle of the night 

when she was asleep, I’m not sure how she 
would have  felt about said chap riding 
through the villages on his tractor, but 
I suspect that she would have found it a 
whole lot more acceptable. Bob’s Tractor 
Run was most impressive last year and 
we are delighted that it is to be repeated 
this year.  The route is expected to be 
the same and includes Little London, 
Silchester, Pamber Heath, Tadley, Bramley 
and Sherfield.  The date is Sunday 18th 
December and the run is expected to take 
place around 5 pm.  Look out for furthers 
and betters and make sure you are there 
to cheer on Bob – sorry, Santa. 

Still on the Christmas theme, I thought 
it would be nice to ask one of our 
community to tell us about Christmas 
in her native Italy, and Giorgia happily 
agreed to give us a little taste, not  
literally, alas. 

Italy…land of beauty, sunshine, 
culture, design, and good food. Italy …
Mediterranean beaches, the gentle sloping 
hills of the Tuscan countryside, Rome, 
Venice, the Amalfi coast.  The Italy of 
glorious summer holidays.

But what about Christmas in Italy? 
You will certainly not find Christmas 
Crackers, paper crowns, mince pies and 
Christmas puddings!  However, I would 
like to highlight some Italian Christmas 
traditions you must  not miss. 

In almost all Italian households you will 
find a tastefully decorated Christmas tree; 
however, another much older tradition, 
to which a lot of Italians still adhere, is 
IL PRESEPIO -literally “the manger”- or 
nativity scene.   You will be able to see 
the presepio in churches all over Italy, as 
well as in many shops and family homes. 
In some villages you can even attend “Il 
Presepio vivente”  with real animals and 
local people playing all the parts, an open 
theatre concept that has its roots in the 
Middle Ages and becomes a religious 
devotional performance for actors and 
spectators alike.

Although the more secular Santa Claus 
“Babbo Natale” is vastly popular in most 
Italian metropolitan areas, a fascinating 
aspect of an Italian Christmas is the 
variety of those said to be  bringing gifts.  

Some children expect their presents to 
be delivered by Baby Jesus on Christmas 
Day, or, depending on the region, a 
different day. For example, in some 
parts of Northern Italy presents are 
delivered on the 13th of December, Santa 
Lucia’s day, by the saint herself. Another 
important figure of Italian Christmas 
season is “la Befana”, an old “good witch” 
riding on a broom stick. She delivers 
sweets and other small gifts in stockings 
on the 6th of January, the religious festival 
of Epiphany. According to a well-rooted 
tradition, if children have not behaved 
well in the past year, she will deliver 
charcoal instead of gifts!

And what about the culinary tradition? 
On Christmas Eve -La Vigilia- Italian 
families gather for dinner, generally a 
fish-based banquet. Religious families 
will head afterwards to Midnight Mass. 
On Christmas Day the menu will vary 
according to the regions, with choices 
including various “antipasti” with cured 
meats, “primi” like lasagne or ravioli, 
followed by roast meats and  
side vegetables.

The kings of the Italian Christmas 
desserts, which originated in Northern 
Italy, are Panettone and Pandoro, 
enriched teabreads made  using a natural 
leaven starter.

Another Italian tradition linked to the 
Christmas season is how we celebrate 
New Year’s Eve. The celebrations are not 
dissimilar to the ones found in other parts 
of the world, however there is a typical 
dish served on this day: “cotehino con le 
lenticchie”, a type of pork sausage with 
lentils. These pulses symbolize money 
because they are comparable to small 
coins, and the more you eat on that night, 
the more prosperity they will bring.                                                              

Hope you enjoyed reading this.  Do send 
me contributions for the next issue – my 
email address appears at the end – and 
I hope that despite the constraints you 
manage to have a happy and warm 
Christmas!   And remember … be nice to 
your friends: one of them might be Prime 
Minister next month. 

bdownes.villager@gmail.com
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Christmas Shop  Decorations  Gifts 
Festive Tablewear  Wreaths  Lights

 Arti�cial Christmas Trees
From late November freshly cut Christmas Trees

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

CALL Emma Foreman  01256 889215  07747 015494  emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES
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Basingstoke 
Concert Band

is delighted to present their  
Annual Christmas Concert

at St Michael’s Church Basingstoke
on Sunday 18 December 2022 starting at 3.00pm

There’s something for everyone, from Christmas 
carols to traditional and modern festive 

arrangements and so much more

Tickets £10 (U16 free) are available from:
band members,  at the door,  or visit  

https://ticketlab.co.uk/event/id/14134#/

Enjoy a complimentary mince pie and drink  
during the interval.

Sherborne St John  
Village Hall Caretaker 
After a period of operating without a person in a full caretaking role, the Hall Trustees wish to fill this interesting & 
varied position in the New Year                                                                    

Overview of Responsibilities:

• Reporting to the Trustees, the caretaker will undertake a range of tasks that allow smooth and safe running of the  
village hall.

• You will be fit, active & presentable & ideally a practical ‘can do’ person who would like to make a valuable contribution to 
village life.

• The caretaker will look after the general appearance of the hall and report any outstanding requirements for decorating or 
repairs as and when they occur. 

• The caretaker will be required to provide an opening, setting up and closing service for some hall hirers and will therefore 
be a key holder. You will also show the hall to potential hirers. It would therefore be advantageous to live a maximum of 
15 minutes drive time from the village. 

• The caretaker will also perform regular safety checks and general caretaking duties both inside the hall and in the 
surrounding carpark and garden, and carrying out minor repairs as and when necessary

• The role is estimated to take between 4 to 6 hours a week depending on the level of bookings. A mobile phone will be 
provided & full training given. This is a paid position

Apply initially by email to register your interest to: Paul Temple – tempaul45@gmail.com

Clift Surgery – A Day in the life of...
Hello, I am Charlotte Hutchings and 
have been a local GP for 20 years but 
am a new addition to Clift Surgery, 
having joined Nigel Fisher, Roisin 
Ward and Alma Kilgarriff as a Partner 
in March this year.

We want to share what we are doing to 
try and provide excellent care for our 
patients at a difficult time for us all 
particularly since the Covid pandemic. 
We thought that sharing a typical day 
for different members of the team 
would be helpful for all to understand 
how we work and what we do and this 
month we are starting with ‘a day in 
the life of a GP’.

So, I arrive at the surgery just before 
8am and join the reception team as 
our telephone lines open to patients 
for routine and urgent calls. From 
8-8:30 I will review test results, 
consultant letters, emails and tasks 
from members of the surgery team 
as well as sign prescriptions and send 
them electronically to the dispensary 
and other local chemists. At the same 
time, I will be checking the list of 
patients being added to the ‘same day’ 
duty list to make sure there is nothing 
urgent before the rest of the clinical 
team join at 8:30 to start calling 
patients or seeing those booked in for 
‘face to face’ appointments. As the GP 
leading the duty team whilst other 
GP colleagues are doing prebooked 
clinics, I will usually call the patients 
that have more complicated medical 
problems but also be available to 
support and advise our fantastic 
team of nurses, nurse practitioners, 
physiotherapist, clinical pharmacists 
and receptionists. We will all be seeing 
and speaking to patients until 1pm but 
make sure that we have a break for 15 
minutes together, which is a time to 
touch base with each other.

During the morning I will go through 
to the dispensary regularly to sign 
prescriptions and help with any 
medication queries. At 1pm we have a 
lunchtime clinical meeting and that  
will often be online with specialist or 
GP colleagues sharing updates whilst 
we eat our lunch, but we also do home 
visits for those who are unable to get 
to the surgery.

At 2pm our afternoon session 
starts and I will have a prebooked 
clinic which is a mix of telephone 
calls, econsult queries and ‘face to 
face’ appointments for less urgent 
problems. On some afternoons  
I will also visit the Grange Nursing 
Home where I provide medical care 
for 25 residents. I usually finish seeing 
patients at 5-5:30 if I am not the duty 
GP and will then check test results, 
medication requests and write referral 
letter, reports and review hospital 
letters and tasks that have sent to me 
by the practice team.

My colleagues will cover the duty/
urgent problems for the afternoon 
until 18:30 and will do any home visits 
after that if required.

Often the ‘paperwork’ is not finished 
by 18:30 so the GPs and management 
team have laptops so we can log on 
from home to complete administrative 
tasks and do essential training and 
audits/management as well as  
clinical work.

One of my other roles, along with 
Roisin Ward, is training new GPs 
which is so important for the future 
of our General Practice. We currently 
have 2 GP Trainees and Laura 
Champion has been working with  
us this year and shares her  
experience below…..

Hello. I am Laura Champion.
I am a Trainee GP, placed at Clift 
Surgery for 1-year as part of a 3-year 
GP training programme. I will 
complete 1.5 years in hospital and 1.5 
years in GP surgeries in order to gain 
a wide range of clinical experience.

Day to Day Role:
I see routine and duty patients, home 
visits and do a range of other checks 
within the surgery. I also still carry on 
my training with guidance from senior 
GP’s and by attending lectures.

Why I wanted to be a GP:
I worked in the Army before choosing 
to re-train, as a mature student, to be 
a doctor and then specifically a GP. 
I chose to be a GP as I enjoy helping 
a wide range of people and dealing 
with a number of different medical 
conditions and illnesses. Being a GP 
gives me the time to get to know 
patients and the opportunity to follow 
up on investigations and treatments, 
over further appointments, if required. 
I also enjoy being part of a large team 
and working with physiotherapists, 
wellness coaches etc to share 
knowledge. As a busy mum of 3,  
general practice also gives me the 
flexibility to work part time and so 
ensuring a correct work-life balance.

I love being a GP however, my days 
are often non-stop and although I have 
a finish time, this can often overrun, 
and I am normally racing to collect 
my children! Some people’s attitudes 
and dissatisfaction with GPs can also 
be frustrating, especially when I know 
how hard I and my colleagues work to 
provide quality healthcare.

We really want to work with and for 
our Community. Thank you
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01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation

All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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News from the Hospital
Among patients there is real concern 
about the forth coming strikes by 
nurses.  However the Royal College 
of Nursing split its ballot into regions, 
and in our region the local ballot did 
not reach the required level to initiate 
strike action, so our hospital will not 
be affected.  However there may yet 
be strikes by other sections of the 
workforce for which ballots  
are currently in progress, but 
management plans are developing for 
such an eventuality.

On a more encouraging note, the 
new ‘Cath labs’ for dealing with many 
heart conditions, such as the insertion 
of stents and pace maker fitting, are 
now fully functioning offering care to 
thousands of people locally.  In the past 
the hospital had only one increasingly 

outdated lab, which now has been 
replaced with a high tech state of the 
art double facility, enabling many more 
patients to be treated, with the potential 
for more advanced work in the future.  
In addition to these benefits there was 
always concern about the reliability of 
the old lab, and the risk of failure at 
some critical point, the new facilities 
greatly reduce that risk.

Research has always played a big part 
of clinicians’ life in the NHS, with their 
passion to try and offer better care for 
their patients.  Our hospital is involved 
with a level of research well above that 
of other comparable hospitals in the 
country.  Currently it is involved in 
an international investigation looking 
at the potential for protecting babies 
from RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) 

using a recently developed vaccine.  
This virus typically affects 90% of all 
babies under the age of two, with serious 
cases developing complications such 
as bronchiolitis or pneumonia, our 
Trust typically treats about 400 babies 
annually for these complications.   
Those parents with young babies keen 
to gain more information should email  
Harmoniestudy@hhfy.nhs.uk through 
which they can, if they wish, join in the 
HARMONIE’ study.

Finally at the time of writing Covid 
levels in the hospital continue to fall, 
and are well below the levels earlier 
this autumn, which is encouraging as it 
clearly shows the benefits of the roll out 
of the latest booster programme.

Keith Bunker
Former Hospital Governor

The North Hampshire  
Prostate Cancer Support Group
Cyber Security
Many of us now use the internet on 
a regular basis, so keeping safe from 
scammers seeking to defraud or steal 
one’s identity is now of key importance.  
The North Hampshire Prostate Cancer 
Support Group, aiming to alternate its 
monthly meetings between medical and 
non-medical topics, were this month 
privileged to have as our speaker Trevor 
Brookes, a Cyber Bobby for the Blue Lamp 
Trust.  Although not a member of the 
police, Trevor explained that cyber bobby 
volunteers are fully police checked.  He 
added that the Trust offers a home security 
service where vulnerable people can 
request a visit to assess the security of their 
home and online use, with appointment 
requests for both services for home visits 
either online at www.bluelamptrust.org.uk 
or by phoning 0300 777 0157.

Trevor then went on to outline criminals’ 
objectives, particularly covering the theft 
of email passwords which they can then 
reset, enabling them to glean considerable 
information and access to linked accounts 

such as bank accounts.  Often they will 
aim to gather a lot of personal data for 
use in ID fraud and subsequent phishing, 
and even to victimise one’s friends and 
contacts.  He highlighted that most of this 
activity centres around lost or weak email 
password protection.  In creating a secure 
password Trevor suggested using three 
unrelated words as the basis with both 
upper and lower case characters,  
and that now with secure password 
managers one does not need to memorise 
each one.  He highlighted never to use 
a memorable date, family name or, for 
example, a pet’s name.

So what does a typical scam look like?  
Trevor explained that it may start with 
a phone call, text or email, with some 
being targeted and some not, with their 
tactic being to try and instil a sense of 
urgency in their victim.  Their aim is 
to get information, particularly such as 
credit card details, and they rely on the 
human trait of our willingness to share 
information about ourselves.  In response 
to this tactic, Trevor’s advice was HOLD 

ON, step back and consider very carefully: 
IS THIS REAL? and DON’T RUSH! 

So what advice does a cyber bobby 
normally provide when making a home 
visit?  First of all, they will check that 
passwords are secure and kept safe, and 
that the all-important EMail account is 
secure.  They then check security on all 
attached devices with automatic updates 
activated and ‘two factor authentication’ 
applied to important and personal 
accounts.  Finally advice is given on 
backing up all devices, how to recognise 
scam emails and texts, and how to stay 
safe when browsing and shopping online.

Finally Trevor outlined the action to take 
on receiving a suspicious email, in order 
to help protect others, using report@
phishing.gov.uk and in the case of texts 
by sending them to 7726.  Fraud or its 
attempt can also be reported by phoning 
0300 123 2040.

Trevor kindly supplied members with a 
considerable amount of useful written 
information at the end of his talk.

The Royal British Legion
Bramley & District Branch
At our AGM in October, John Delafield 
stood down as Chairman after a sterling 
effort keeping the branch functioning 
through the Covid pandemic and 
getting meetings going again earlier  
this year.

John Morley was elected as Branch 
Chairman in his place. Jill Mann was 
elected as Secretary in place of  
Michael Luck who retains his role as  
our Poppy Appeal organiser. Other 
officers and Committee remain the  
same with the addition of Linda Dove  
to the committee. 

At its first meeting the new committee 
decided that future meetings (until 
April) will be held in daylight hours.

Our DECEMBER meeting therefore will 
be on Tuesday 13 December in Cross 
House Bramley from 1.30pm till 4pm. 
This will provide a ‘warm hub’ where 
we will sing some carols and songs and 
enjoy tea or coffee and mince pies. You 
are warmly invited to join us even if 
you are not a member and family and 

friends too. Admission is £6 at the door 
(CASH ONLY PLEASE) and there is a 
grand raffle with the first prize being a 
hamper of Christmas food and goodies!

Our first meeting in 2023 is on 
TUESDAY 10 JANUARY at 1pm for 
1.30pm at Cross House.  Again we 
can offer a warm room, homemade 
soup and a crispy roll followed by an 
illustrated talk on The Real Dambusters’ 
Story by Rhyddian Vaughan, our branch 
Vice Chairman. There is a small charge 
for this of £3 for members, £5 for  
non-members, again “Cash Only” as  
we don’t have a branch card reader.

Coffee and biscuits will also be served  
so come along, enjoy some warmth  
and good company and a most 
interesting talk.

Membership of The Royal British Legion 
is open to everyone and costs just £20 
for the year. You will be supporting our 
Armed Forces Community. You will 
receive your membership badge, the 
colourful bi-monthly magazine and 
special offers. The easiest and quickest 

way to do this on-line or you can 
contact me and I get an application form 
to you. Our branch number in BL1848.

Thanks to everyone who supported the 
Poppy Appeal either with donations or 
giving an hour or two to look after the 
stall at the hospital or at Sherfield Coffee 
Shop. Massive thanks to our Poppy 
Appeal Organisers, Michael Luck in 
Bramley and Natalie Larner in Sherfield. 
We will give you the total of money 
raised next time.

On behalf of our Branch, I wish you a 
happy and peaceful Christmas and  
all good fortune and health for the  
New Year.

John Morley
Branch Chairman      
revjmorley@talktalk.net  |  07900 892566
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Hampshire County Councillor  
report- Calleva Division Winter 2022
County Deal update
Negotiations are poised to take place 
with central Government on plans for 
a Pan-Hampshire County Deal, with 
the aim of investing in Hampshire’s 
economy and improving the lives of all 
residents and communities across the 
area - by bringing decisions and powers 
closer to people and places in the region.

Devolution proposals are now ready 
for formal negotiations with central 
Government, to secure the best possible 
deal for residents, businesses and 
communities across the whole Pan-
Hampshire area, (covering Hampshire 
County Council, Southampton and 
Portsmouth City Councils, the 11 
district and borough councils within the 
County Council administrative area, Isle 
of Wight Council and Bournemouth, 
Christchurch and Poole Council).  

The combined prospectus can be 
viewed at  https://democracy.hants.
gov.uk/documents/s100275/Pan-
Hampshire%20Deal%20Prospectus%20
2022.pdf

Support for warm winter hubs
Communities across Hampshire are 
being invited to apply to Hampshire 
County Council for support from the 
Leader’s Community Grants Scheme in 
order to create a network of warm hubs 
this winter. 

Voluntary and community 
organisations, including parish and 
town councils, can apply for a grant 
of up to £5,000 to develop and host 
warm hubs where people can gather 
together. This might be in the form of a 
regular coffee morning or the provision 
of a shared activity; creative ideas 
and concepts that will deliver support 
especially to our most vulnerable 
residents are particularly welcome. 
Information can be found at  

https://www.hants.gov.uk/community/
grants/grants-list/leaders-community-
grants.

Additional funding is also available 
to community groups from the Adult 

Services’ Local Solutions Grant fund 
to support local people maintain their 
independence. This includes assistance 
to organisations offering finance and 
money management support to those 
unable to easily access existing services, 
as well as for groups undertaking 
projects to help vulnerable people by 
reducing social isolation and loneliness. 
Details can be found at 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/community/
grants/grants-list/local-solutions-grants/
local-solutions-grant 

National Census
Data about the population in your local 
area can now be viewed readily on 
census maps published by the Office for 
National Statistics, search for details at 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps. 

Roads
Hampshire Highways’ commitment to 
reduce carbon emissions and mitigate 
against the impact of climate change 
achieved national industry recognition 
last month. Its Carbon Strategy, which 
aligns with the County Council’s 
ambition to be carbon neutral by 2050, 
won the Environmental Sustainability 
Award as well as the Special Merit 
Award in this year’s Highways Industry 
Awards. The Special Merit Award is 
a particular achievement in that it is 
selected by its peers in the industry. 

Last month 7,456 square metres of 
carriageway were resurfaced across the 
county, with 20,737 gullies and other 
drainage cleared, 6,535 potholes and 
other defects repaired and 5,489 square 
metres of footway repaired  
or resurfaced.

It is now prepared for the wetter and 
colder months ahead, with crews on 
standby 24/7, ready to salt the roads in 
snow and icy conditions, as well as  
deal with the impacts of high winds, 
heavy rain and flooding, such as those 
recently seen.

Police & Crime Commissioner
Donna Jones, Hampshire’s Police and 
Crime Commissioner has launched her 

annual precept consultation on council 
tax contributions to policing. The survey 
is online and will run from 31 Oct to 4 
Dec. This survey is to gather views on 
whether she should increase the level 
of council tax in support of policing, 
continuing investment in Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight Constabulary. The 
survey can be found at 

https://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/
get-involved/consultations/precept-
consultation 

The Commissioner has also published 
her annual report for 2021/22, providing 
an overview of the Commissioner’s 
activities and key successes from when 
she took post in May 2021. It covers the 
recruitment of nearly 600 new police 
officers, extra funding for the region 
to tackle anti-social behaviour (ASB), 
domestic abuse and bespoke support for 
victims of sexual violence. It can be seen 
at https://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/
wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Annual-
Report-2022.pdf

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE

On behalf of all patients of Clift Surgery, 
Bramley we would like to thank Cllr 
Rhydian Vaughan for accessing £700 
from the HCC Community Funds to pay 
for a women’s health/obstetric couch that 
is being bought by the surgery.

The Patient Participation Group,  
Clift Surgery
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ROTARY CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX THANK YOU
A huge thanks to all who contributed shoeboxes for our annual appeal, 670 shoeboxes full of toys and warm gloves & hats 

etc. are on the way to under privileged children in Moldova, Montenegro, Romania and Albania. We couldn’t do this without 
the generosity of our local community who help spread a little happiness to children who have little. We were donated a 

huge amount of beautiful hand knitted clothes and toys, too many to go in in the shoeboxes but we were able to fill 9 packing 
cases with these knitted items, they will be delivered into the hands of Rotarians in those countries to distribute those in 

need.  Through our Rotary channels a number of shoeboxes and some warm knitted items are also on their way to children in 
Ukraine. Our Wessex District Rotary sent 18,000 Christmas shoeboxes in 2021 from Hampshire

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN DECEMBER 2022

ST MICHAELS HOSPICE LIGHT UP A LIFE
Sunday 4th December 2022 at 6:00 pm

St. Michael’s Hospice, G24 9NB
A special commemorative service offers time to reflect and share memories with those closest to you  

with Christmas carols and music 
Basingstoke Deane Rotary will again be volunteering help with this event 

See the Hospice website for parking information

ST MICHAELS HOSPICE
REINDEER RUN

Sunday 18th December 2022
Festival Place, Queen Anne’s Square, Outside Iceland.

Join in the reindeer fun, put on your antlers and walk, dash, dance and prance along the 3K Reindeer Run route,  
whilst raising vital funds for St. Michael’s Hospice

See the Hospice web site to register
Your entry fee includes: the cost of staging the event, reindeer antlers, an exclusive Reindeer Run medal,  

a fully marshalled route and refreshments.
Rotarians will be marshalling on the day and encouraging you along the way

CAMROSE CENTRE CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Rotarians will again be cooking and serving Christmas lunch to the Camrose Centre clients and volunteers

HER MAJESTY’S ROYAL MARINES AT THE ANVIL
Sunday 29th January 2023, 3:00pm

‘A great gift for that difficult to buy for person’
Proceeds to Rotary supported Charities

Basingstoke Deane Rotary has been privileged in past years to host the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines, this coming 
January we will again welcome these talented musicians to the Anvil for an entertaining concert

Tickets selling fast, get yours from the Anvil Box Office.

Basingstoke Deane Rotary wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New year 2023

The Rotary wish is ‘Peace the world over’

The RT. HON. Ranil Jayawardena, M.P. 
North East Hampshire
What a year it has been. The Sherbornes 
and Pambers, like the rest of North 
East Hampshire, will have experienced 
some great highs and lows this year. 
For me, this was epitomised by our 
joyful celebrations of Her Late Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee 
in June, juxtaposed with the sadness 
that we collectively felt as a nation, 
following Her Late Majesty’s sad death 
in September. It is on occasions like 
these where our communities across 
North East Hampshire mean more to us 
than ever.

These are challenging times. I know 
that. I am under no illusion about how 
difficult the last year has been for some 
local families and businesses, following 
the difficulties of the pandemic. 
Indeed, I’ve continued to receive an 
unprecedented level of correspondence 
from constituents this year. Whilst 
I have had to prioritise cases of the 
utmost urgency throughout, I deal with 
every piece of correspondence from 
constituents as soon as that is possible. 
You may interested to learn that my 
team and I have worked on 11,000 

individual cases in the last year alone 
– excluding all the other emails that 
come in about policy from lobbyists and 
others – so the hard work continues.

I have seen – from the inside – 
Ministers and civil servants across HM 
Government working to do all they can 
to support the public too and, whilst I 
am no longer part of HM Government, 
I will continue to put pressure on 
Ministers to deliver. By way of an 
example, you can read the Parliamentary 
Questions I posed to HM Government 
prior to my appointment as a Minister, 
and since, at: bit.ly/ranilasks

From May 2020 to this September, it 
was a privilege to serve as Minister for 
International Trade, where I worked 
to back British businesses around the 
world, bulldozed 400 trade barriers, and 
secured trade deals. Between us, the 
then Trade Secretary – Liz Truss – and 
I reached free trade agreements with 71 
countries around the world.

I am very grateful to her for 
appointing me as Secretary of State 

for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs on being made Prime Minister 
and, though we’ve had international 
economic challenges to deal with, I am 
pleased to have laid the groundwork 
to ‘free our farmers’ and to continue 
protecting our environment. From food 
security and supporting our farmers, 
to improving water infrastructure and 
water quality, I was pleased to work with 
people nationwide to work towards a 
thriving rural economy and a cleaner 
environment. After much work in my 
tenure, my successor will now be able to 
take forward the plans set in motion.

Heading into 2023, we have much to be 
thankful for, and much to look forward 
to. I will continue to work hard for the 
people of the Sherbornes, Pambers and 
beyond, where it continues to be an 
enormous honour to serve as your local 
Member of Parliament.

Should you need assistance, I am here 
for you, so do get in touch: email@ranil.
uk. As it has been since 2015, I remain 
on your side. I wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and a peaceful 2023.

CONTACT – Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk  OR  Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com

SSJ Charity Plant Stalls
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CALL Emma Foreman  01256 889215  07747 015494  emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 

Probus Hears about Three VCs 
awarded to the Hampshire 
Regiment in WW1
The Victoria Cross is the highest and 
most prestigious gallantry medal 
awarded to any member of UK armed 
forces following action “in the presence 
of the enemy.” It is inscribed with the 
words “For Valour.”

As the name indicates the award was 
created by Queen Victoria to recognise 
the actions of any service personnel, of 
any age, length of service or rank. The 
original recipients in 1857 were veterans 
of the Crimean War and the story goes 
that the metal used for all VCs is from 
Russian cannons seized at Sebastopol. In 
recent years an alternative opinion has 
emerged that Chinese cannon were used 
that were captured during the dubious 
Opium Wars.

What is known is that only 10kgs of the 
original metal exists which is held under 
guard at the Royal Logistics Corps base 
at MOD Donnington near Telford. This 
is reckoned to be sufficient for another 
80 or so Victoria Crosses.

This was all outlined by Nick Saunders, 
the latest speaker at the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke. He is a part time archivist 
in the Royal Hampshire Regiment in 
Winchester as well as WW1 battlefields 
guide while continuing his studies 
working towards a master’s degree in 
local history from the Open University.

His particular interest is the award of 
the Victoria Cross to three members of 
the Hampshire Regiment during WW1. 
(The regiment only received its Royal 
honorific in 1948). They were all Second 
Lieutenants and were very young. 

In 1915 2nd Lt George R D Moor was 
only eighteen years old during the 
Gallipoli campaign in the Dardanelles, 
which today is in modern Turkey. 

Things were going badly for 2nd Lt 
Moor’s 2nd battalion of the Hampshire 
regiment. Of one thousand men 
they had been reduced to only three 
hundred and lost five commanding 
officers in six weeks. A detachment 
of a battalion on his left, which had 
lost most of its officers was rapidly 
retiring before a heavy Turkish attack. 
Recognising the danger to the rest of 
the line he dashed some 200 yards and 
stemmed the retirement, led back the 
men and recaptured the lost trench. 
What emerged from the talk was that 
this young officer shot dead four men 
which no doubt encouraged a rethink 
on behalf of the retreating troops. He 
died of the Spanish flu on November 
3rd, 1918, aged just twenty-one. As well 
as the VC he had also been awarded the 
MC and Bar.

On 31st July 1917 2nd Lt Denis GW 
Hewitt was in command of a company 
at Ypres and after capturing his first 
objective he advanced but was hit by 
shrapnel that set alight signal flares in 
his haversack. He put out the fire by 
rolling in the deep mud of the battlefield 
and despite his severe burns he led the 
company forward under heavy machine 
gun fire, capturing and consolidated 
his objective. He was killed by a sniper 
while inspecting the consolidation and 
encouraging his men. His body was 
lost on the battlefield and his name is 

engraved on the Menin Gate. He  
had been educated at Winchester 
College and Sandhurst and was aged  
just nineteen.

Not being a success at grammar school, 
2nd Lt Montague SS Moore had been 
privately tutored before attending 
Sandhurst. While at Ypres on 20th 
September 1917 his actions earned him 
the Victoria Cross and subsequently the 
Croix de Guerre. He was in command 
and dashed ahead of some seventy men 
who were met with heavy machine gun 
fire which caused severe casualties with 
the result that he arrived at his objective 
some five hundred yards on with only 
a sergeant and four men. Undaunted 
he bombed a large dug out and took 28 
prisoners, 2 machine guns and a light 
field gun. Gradually more officers and 
men arrived, to number about sixty. 
They defended the position under 
constant fire for 36 hours using enemy 
rifles and bombs and beat off several 
counterattacks. By this time his force 
was reduced to just ten men. 2nd Lt 
Moore eventually got away his wounded 
and withdrew under cover of a thick 
mist. He was only eighteen years old.

Such courage was soundly appreciated 
by the members of the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke who enjoy a variety of talks 
at their monthly business meetings.

See www.probusbasingstoke.club for 
more information about this social  
club for retired professional and 
business managers
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Here for you
when you need us...

amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

• 24 hour service
• Free bereavement advice and support
• Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
• Wide choice of memorials for burials 

Basingstoke
The Old Forge, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE
01256 851124

Women’s Fellowship
Woman’s Fellowship had invited 
volunteer speaker Nina Begg on behalf 
of Medical Detection Dogs, who  
gave us a wonderful insight into the 
history, research and puppy routines  
of this Charity.

The initial motivation of the MDD 
was to ‘save and enhance lives’ using 
dogs, research beginning to show that 
a dog’s sense of smell could detect 
cancer in patients unaware of their 
disease.  This in turn led scientific 
researchers to look into other cancers, 
as well as neurological diseases such 
as Parkinsons, and bacterial infections 
such as urinary tract infections, 
common specifically in care homes.

A dog’s nose has three hundred million 
sense receptors, against a mere five 
million in humans. Although certain 
breeds may be a first option, (labradors, 
spaniels) it is the temperament of the 
individual dog that is paramount. 
Work is done only with dogs showing a 
natural ability.

Training can take between eighteen 
months and two years, the actual 

training being only twenty minutes each 
day, being very intensive for the puppy.  
Rewards are given at every stage of the 
training.  The dogs live with families 
living locally to the MDD Centre in 
Milton Keynes.

The Covid-19 pandemic initiated the 
MDD’s own breeding programme, 
leading to four puppies being sent for 
MDD training and two puppies to other 
Assistance Dog charities.  There are now 
many diseases detected by these special 
dogs, with studies being published in 
serious medical journals.  The first study 
was published in the British Medical 
Journal in 2004. Trials, mainly  
double-blind, are all based on sound 
scientific evidence, with Universities, 
Medical Research Institutes and the 
NHS all working collaboratively.  
Current research is being carried out on 
the e-nose (electronic nose) which will 
one day be used for detection.

Children from 5 years are included 
in the partnerships.  The dogs wear 
a special ‘badge’ and red coat when 
working and although no-one at the 

meeting had spotted one, they are likely 
to become as common as the working 
Guide Dogs we see.

If you would like to help this amazing 
charity, or just learn more about it, their 
website is www.medicaldetectiondogs.
org.uk which is definitely worth a look.  
If you would like to help by donating 
you can go to www.easysfunding.com 
and you will be able to donate via your 
chosen shopping retailers.

Next month’s meeting is the Christmas 
Lunch. January 2023’s meeting will be 
in the Village Hall on the 2nd  when we 
hope to be transported to the sunnier 
climes of Asia.

Living on the Veg from the  
Elm Road Allotments, SSJ
Christmas is almost upon us and it’s the 
end of another busy growing year with 
lovely hot weather for our allotments, 
although we’ve gone from drought in 
mid- summer to almost too much rain 
this autumn, but it was badly needed.

The long winter nights are a good time 
for us allotment holders and all gardeners 
to sit in a warm, cosy room surrounded 
by seed catalogues and gardening books, 
thinking about what grew well and tasted 
good for us this year, what could have 
been better and more importantly, what 
new vegetables and plants would we like 
to grow next year?

Christmas is a time of giving and luckily 
for us the allotment has provided lots 
of apples from which we made over 20 

bottles of cider and crab apples to make 
jelly which we will wrap up and give to 
friends and family as presents.

Our potatoes and late planted Swiss 
chard did really well this year too, so 
we’re planning to eat those on  
Christmas Day.

We hope that the weather next year is 
kind to all the gardeners and allotment 
holders in SSJ so that we can get some 
more bumper crops of fruits, flowers 
and vegetables as well as being able to 
enjoy the fresh air and chats with our 
neighbouring allotmenteers.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New  
Year to all our readers from the SSJ 
allotment holders. 

ADVERTISE  
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

BEAUTY THERAPIST  Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon 
in Pamber Heath.  Treatments offered - 
Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor 
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian 
Head Massage and Reflexology.  Strict hygiene 
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.  
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN 
HANDYMAN  Local, trustworthy and reliable. 
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke 
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered, 
quick and simple to complex.  
www.thebartyman.co.uk  07827 216806

JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES  Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call 07488 347493.

GCSE 1-1 MATHS TUTORING I am a qualified 
maths teacher for secondary ages 11-16 and 
have been providing GCSE maths tutoring for 
10 years.  I have recently moved to this area and 
have some availability for on-line or face to face 
tutoring. For further information call Katherine 
on 07913 860536.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
- The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
-  Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
- For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs. Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on  
07511 495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
email:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk

CHURCH OF ENGLAND (Admin) Sam Reeves     pa.swppcc@gmail.com                   07897 562134
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke 316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
 SSJ  clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk 07714 770940
 MS Mrs Cally Morris  clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk  07721 076186
 Pamber Chris Gunnell clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk 07942 637210
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ  David McIntyre cllr.David.McIntyre@basingstoke.gov.uk
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber  Kerri Carruthers  07824 797912
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL  Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL The Castle, Winchester 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE  Non-emergency                               101 or 01962 841534
                                                              www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com 01256 850891 
NEAREST JOB CENTRE  https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk

LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP Mrs Jenny Cullum (Secretary) 01256 850315
RAINBOWS   Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com 
BROWNIES   Tramayne Henwood - ssjbrownies@outlook.com 422083 
GUIDES   Sam Hazlewood - ssjguides@yahoo.com 880132
CUBS   Ms Trish Field 01420 544904
Little Acorns, Bumps/Babes/Toddlers in SSJ Mrs Liz Gwynn    07770 373282
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB  Mr David Hughes (Steward) 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY  Mrs Jean Linford 850264
TENNIS CLUB  Paul & Maria Saunders   850430
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING Mrs Margaret Cramer 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB  Mr Len Dunce 07860 435 831
   or  Mr Paul Hamilton 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall Mrs Jacqui Morris 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB Mr Les Bone 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB      Mr Terry Buller     tel.buller@gmail.com 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY Claudia or Jane     info@piccolopsn.com 07528 726248 
                                                                                                        www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust) Mr Stuart Maughan 01256 883858
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING Mrs J. Hughes email    tadleysd@gmail.com 

VENUE BOOKINGS: 
St Stephen’s Hall  Doreen Quilter           booking@ststephensvillagehall.org        07854280343
MS Village Hall              Natasha Chappell        enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk 01256 851373                                                       
SSJ Village Hall              Shawna Campbell      ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com 07726 308431
The Chute Pavilion         Terry Buller   tel.buller@gmail.com 07584 169241 
   
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST  01256 473202
HANTSDOC                                                                                                           01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY   479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY  399710
MORELAND SURGERY   0118 9816661

EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST Mr Matt Walsh  (Head teacher) 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL  Ms Sarah Jolliffe  (Head teacher) 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL Mr Jamie Carroll 473379

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU  322814
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES                      Basingstoke Town Centre 473901
                                         Chineham Library                                                                        465643
                            Tadley Library 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm  01256 462101

If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant                        

November 2022                                Julie Crawley                                 villagermagazine@gmail.com                                01256 851003

Contacts
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