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There have been some exceptional records this 

summer. I have been reporting the occurrence of Dark 

Crimson Underwing during the last two years; its close 

relative Light Crimson Underwing was well known from 

Pamber Forest but has not been seen since 1965. It 

was with great delight that I saw two crimson 

underwings flying around oak trees on 1st August, I put 

the trap out and was rewarded with a Light Crimson 

Underwing, a species I never thought I would have the 

opportunity of seeing on the reserve., during the 

following week I recorded a further 9 Light Crimson and 

10 Dark Crimson Underwings so they both appear now 

to be breeding on site. 

 

Another new species of moth for the site was  recorded 

on 8th August, an Oak Processionary a species now 

well established in this country and one I have been 

expecting to arrive here. 

Of the butterflies it was a very average year but in mid-

September I saw three second generation White 

Admiral; these are rarely seen and this century I have 

only seen them before in 2006 and 2014. I also 

recorded my latest ever Silver-washed Fritillary on 24th 

September (they usually barely make it into September) 

and this was in fact the latest ever in Hampshire. 

For the first time a pair of Red Kite nested in the forest 

and successfully reared chicks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While coppicing with volunteers I came across these 

bird’s-nest fungi, seldom see because of their small size 

(less than 1cm across). 

The volunteers themselves have been carrying out deer 

fence repairs until coppicing resumed in September and 

they will on this for most of the rest of the winter. 

As I write this we have started the process of recruiting 

a trainee assistant for me with a view to eventually 

taking over from me when the time comes for me to 

retire! The help will be very useful in the short term to 

assist me with work that needs power tools, as I cannot 

use these tools on my own. 
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