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Editorial

the Villager
CONTACTS

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Editor:

We need more volunteers for distributing The Villager magazine each month.
Please consider whether you could help in this way and contact Liz and Chris
Gwynn, either by email lizgwynn.eg@gmail.com or by phone 01256 850800,
07770 373282.
Looking forward to hearing from you !
Thank you.

Message from Clift Surgery, Bramley

Julie Crawley
01256 851003

villagermagazine@gmail.com

Advertisements:

Emma Foreman
01256 889215/07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

During January there were 75 missed appointments - This means that over 6%
of patients’ appointments were not kept - including last minute “urgent” ones.

Distribution:

At any time this is regretable, but when the Surgery is so heavily pressed it’s
really inexcusable, and means others will be unable to get an appointment
so quickly.

lizgwynn.eg@gmail.com

Please, please if you can’t attend an appointment, call or email to cancel it,
even if it’s at the last minute!

Time to get walking again!
At this time of year we start to think about the mud drying up and getting out
to walk in the beautiful English Countryside again, but where to find new and
interesting walks?
Walking in Hampshire https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/hants has
hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, details
of all the walking groups in the county and much more. Whether you want to
walk on your own or with a group all the information is there in one place.
John Harris (the custodian of the website) said ‘There is so much walking
information on the web but it is difficult to find. Walking in Hampshire (part
of the Walking in England website) has brought it together in one place so
whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to
find a walk suitable for you’.
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability
for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy.
So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!
John Harris
www.walkinginengland.co.uk | john@walkinginengland.co.uk

Whilst we are happy to publish items and opinions in this magazine it should be
noted that the views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily endorsed
by the Editorial team. Readers should also make their own enquiries about, and
assessment of, claims and services made by advertisers in this magazine.

Contact us at villagermagazine@gmail.com
Cover photo: Baa Baa Black/Grey Sheep !!

Liz & Chris Gwynn
01256 850800

Future Events:
Lindsay Berry
01256 850495

lindsayberry0@gmail.com

Pamber Correspondent:
Ann Ellis

annjellis@googlemail.com
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Sherbornes with Pamber
Snowdrops have been blooming,
indicating that spring is just around
the corner. We use all sorts of natural
phenomena to predict the arrival of
spring. February 2nd is traditionally
known as Candlemas, with which is
associated this rhyme:
If Candlemas Day be fair and bright,
Winter will have another flight,
But if it be dark with clouds and rain,
Winter is gone and will not come again.
Our friends across the Atlantic observe
this day as Groundhog Day. You may
remember the film. If a groundhog
emerges from its burrow on this day and
sees its shadow due to clear weather,
it will retreat to its den and winter
will continue for another six weeks.
If it doesn’t see its shadow because it’s
cloudy, spring will arrive early.
Jesus uses the way that we interpret
signs in the natural world to predict
the weather in his own teaching as an
illustration of how we should interpret
the events of the world around us.

He has his own version of ‘Red sky at
night, shepherds’ delight; red sky in the
morning, shepherds’ warning’: “When
evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair
weather, for the sky is red,’ and in the
morning, ‘Today it will be stormy, for
the sky is red and overcast.’ You know
how to interpret the appearance of the
sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of
the times.” – Matthew 16.2-3
The people of Jesus’ day were meant to
see the miracles he was performing and
his authority over sickness, nature, even
death itself, and recognise his authority
to teach. They were meant to conclude
from this that he was God himself who
had come into the world, turn away
from their rebellion against him, seek
his forgiveness, and follow him.
What about events in the world today?
We have experienced two years of a
global pandemic. This time as I type,
Russia has massed around 100,000
troops on the border with Ukraine and
there are fears of an imminent invasion.
Over a dozen countries, including our
own and the US, have told citizens to
leave Ukraine. Throughout history,
people have tried (and failed) to predict
the end of the world based on current
events. On one occasion, Jesus’ disciples
asked him when the temple in Jerusalem
would be destroyed, and what would be
the sign of his coming and of the close
of the age. Jesus warned:
“You will hear of wars and rumours
of wars, but see to it that you are not
alarmed. Such things must happen, but
the end is still to come. Nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be famines and

earthquakes in various places. All these
are the beginning of birth pains.” –
Matthew 23.6-8
When we see these signs in the world
around us, Jesus doesn’t want us to be
alarmed by them and turn away from
faith in him, but to trust in him and
stand firm.
The Book of Revelation describes the
Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. Here
is a description of the last:
“I looked and there before me was a pale
horse! Its rider was named Death and
Hades was following close behind him.
They were given power over a fourth of
the earth to kill by sword, famine and
plague, and by the wild beasts of the
earth.” – Revelation 6.8
Each horseman comes out when a
figure described as the Lamb opens a
seal on a scroll, and an angelic voice
calls them forth. The Lamb looks as if
it is has been slain; this is a reference
to Jesus, who died on the cross, rose
again, and ascended into heaven. The
scroll is the scroll of history, which is
characterised by, among other things,
sword and plague. The point is that
Jesus is in control of history. If we don’t
believe this because we don’t understand
why he would allow these things, then
I would suggest that means history is
simply chaotic, we cannot say that these
things are bad, when we instinctively
feel they are, and we are placing a great
deal of faith in our own understanding
when, if Jesus’ ways were completely
comprehensible, he wouldn’t be God.
Let’s read the signs of the times, of two
years of a global pandemic and rumours
of wars, turn to Jesus in faith, and have
the comfort that he is in control of
history. He promises those who trust in
him that at the end, “God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes”
(Revelation 7.17).
The Revd Daniel Newman
Rector
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SERVICES FOR MARCH 2022
The Services at St Andrew’s are live streamed on our YouTube channel and are available to watch afterwards.
Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBbHQM4CvpnnPsSGuuglR_w or the link on our website under the Resources Menu.
Latest COVID-19 precautions: It is no longer a legal requirement to wear a face covering in church. However, there are a
number of people who have expressed concerns, not just for their own safety but also for the impact on others if they become
infected, who would feel more comfortable coming to church if face coverings were generally worn for the time being.
Sunday Club:
Explorers - School years R to Y6 meet during the service | Pioneers – School years Y7 - Y9
For more information please contact Warren Trask on 07392 168585 or email swpwtrask@gmail.com
Creche – there are a few toys available for use in the Bell Tower, but this will be unsupervised
Sermon Series: Hebrews – Jesus: None Greater
02 March – Ash Wednesday Service
7.30pm

Lord’s Supper

06 March
10am
One sacrifice once for all

Lord’s Supper and Sunday Club
Hebrews 10:1-18

13 March
10am
10am
Spurring one another on

Morning Worship
Morning Service and Sunday Club
Hebrews 10:19-39

20 March
10am
Faith: A leap in the dark?

Morning Worship
Hebrews 11:1-12:3

St Andrew’s
To be confirmed

The Lord’s Supper
Morning Worship
Hebrews 12:4-29

Pamber Priory
St Andrew’s
Revd Daniel Newman & Warren Trask

The Lord’s Supper
Hebrews 13

St Andrew’s
Warren Trask

St Andrew’s
Revd Daniel Newman
St Andrew’s
Bret Rohloff
All Saints’
St Andrew’s
Steve Howe & Revd Daniel Newman

27 March
10am
10am
Greater blessing, greater responsibility
03 April
10am
Pleasing sacrifices

Mid-Week
Home Groups meet in the weeks of Tuesday 7th & 21st March
Dependent upon Government guidelines these meetings may be held virtually via Zoom.

Roman Catholic Services

(Tel: 819772)

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times: 9.00am 11.00am 6.30pm
Weekday Mass
Tuesday
Church of St Bede, Popley
Wednesday HG Church, Basingstoke
Thursday
Church of St Bede, Popley
Friday
HG Church, Basingstoke
Saturday
Church of St Bede, Popley
5

St Andrew’s Sherborne St John

9.30am *
9.30am *
9.30am *
9.30am *
9.30am *

* Time & Venue could vary

All Saints Monk Sherborne

www.sherborneswithpamber.org

The Priory Pamber End

fb: facebook.com/sherborneswithpamber
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Contacts
CHURCH OF ENGLAND
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
SSJ
Mrs Penny Mayo
MS
Mrs Cally Morris
Pamber Chris Gunnell
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
NEAREST JOB CENTRE
LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
RAINBOWS			
BROWNIES			
GUIDES			
CUBS			
Little Acorns, Bumps/Babes/Toddlers in SSJ
MOTHER AND TODDLER
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB		
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		
TENNIS CLUB		
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		
			
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB
FOOTBALL CLUB
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)

Rev Daniel Newman rector.sherborneswithpamber@gmail.com
The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke
Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke

541607
819722
316000

clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk
07714 770940
clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk
07721 076186
clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk
07942 637210
Mr Tristan Robinson
07817 131821
Kerri Carruthers
07824 797912
Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke
844844
The Castle, Winchester
01962 841841
Non-emergency
101 or 01962 841534
www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com
01256 850891
https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk
Mrs Jenny Cullum (Secretary)
Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com
Tramayne Henwood - ssjbrownies@outlook.com
Sam Hazlewood - ssjguides@yahoo.com
Ms Trish Field
Mrs Liz Gwynn
Mrs Barbara Irving
Mr David Hughes (Steward)
Mrs Jean Linford
Paul & Maria Saunders
Mrs Margaret Cramer
Mr Len Dunce
or Mr Paul Hamilton
Mrs Jacqui Morris
Mr Les Bone
Mr Terry Buller tel.buller@gmail.com
Claudia or Jane info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopsn.com
Mr Stuart Maughan

01256 850315
422083
880132
01420 544904
07770 373282
850173
850303
850264
850430
850390
07860 435 831
07917 005862
881336
850973
07584 169241
07528 726248
01256 883858

VENUE BOOKINGS:
St Stephen’s Hall		
Doreen Quilter
booking@ststephensvillagehall.org
07854280343
MS Village Hall
Natasha Chappell
enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk
01256 851373/07766 426080
			
07766 426080
SSJ Village Hall
		
Shawna Campbell ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com
07726 308431
			
Caretaker
07500 776222
The Chute Pavilion
		
Terry Buller tel.buller@gmail.com
07584 169241
			
& Penny Mayo ssjclerk@gmail.com
07714 770 940
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		
01256 473202
HANTSDOC
01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			
467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			
479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		
329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		
881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		
01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		
399710
MORELAND SURGERY 		
0118 9816661
EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL		
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Mr Mike Stewart (Head teacher)
Mrs Karen Payne (Head teacher)
Mr Jamie Carroll

PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		
LIBRARIES
		
Basingstoke Town Centre
		
Chineham Library
		
Tadley Library
DIAL-A-RIDE		
Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm

850062
850180
473379
322814
0345 484950
0871 121 0190
473901
465643
0300 555 1387
01256 462101

If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep
this list up to date and relevant
March 2022
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Julie Crawley

villagermagazine@gmail.com

01256 851003

likely to be 15 houses, as specified by
the new Local Plan.

Jubilee Celebrations
PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Matters
Hopefully it will stop raining soon and
with the days now getting noticeably
longer it does feel as we are moving from
winter into spring in this Jubilee year.

Chute Recreation Ground
After much preparatory work by the
Clerk and subsequent form filling by Cllr
McIntyre, the council has been informed
that the grant we applied for in order to
add additional playground equipment at
the Chute has been successful.
Combined with the CIL monies that we
have to hand then we can provide all the
anticipated equipment that we specified
as per the RFP we sent out.
A schematic of the new playground can
be seen of the SSJ New Facebook page.
This new equipment will be in addition
to the equipment already installed.
The timetable suggests that the project
will be completed mid-summer.

Planning
Always a headache and more so with
BDBC in the process of working on
the new Local Plan which encourages
developers to submit their applications
such that they may be considered for
inclusion in said Local Plan.
The Parish Council meeting on the 26th
January saw a large number of villagers
attend to voice their objections to an
application for development at Hilltop.
If this application were granted the
development would encroach upon the
Strategic Gap potentially opening the
door to other like developments.
There is also a potential application for
26 houses at the Back of Cranesfield details again on Facebook.
This Local Plan process is a marathon,
not a sprint. No doubt there will other
development applications submitted.
The Parish Council’s intent is to
keep parish informed by arranging
presentations by potential
developers, either at council meetings
or one-off events.
The intent is to end up with the least
worst option for the village whilst
still meeting the village allocation,

The planned celebrations are as follows;
Thursday, 2nd June - (Bank Holiday)
- A quiz night in the Village Hall with a
Royal theme. Quiz master extraordinaire
Steve Howe will be officiating.

Chute Pavilion
Is there a surveyor in the village that
could produce a specification for the
repair of the Chute drive ?
The drive needs repair but the Parish
Council needs a proper specification that
we can get contractors to quote against.

Lengthsman

Friday, 3rd June - Afternoon Tea hosted by the Village Hall trustees,
tickets will be £6 a head. 1 pm thru 4pm.

The option to use the services of the
Lengthsman comes to an end at the close
of this fiscal year, the end of March.

Sunday, 5th June - An outdoor service
on the Village Green lead by the Rev.
Newman followed by an afternoon
BBQ on the Village Green. The Parish
Council have engaged the services of
street vendor to provide the BBQ. The
first 250 tickets will be free. Bring your
own gazebo and drink.

If there are any outstanding jobs in
the village that you think need doing
then please e-mail the Clerk, clerk@
sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk

Music will be provided by Ed Campbell
and his friends.

We’re working with the shop to i) get an
outside refrigerated ‘warehouse’ storage
unit and ii) signage on the A340 and in
Cranes Road.

It is anticipated that the BBQ event
would run from 2 p.m. thru to 5 p.m.
More detail on all the above will
be provided via Facebook and
Villager updates.

Speeding
Still a problem and still no response from
the local Roads Policing Unit as promised
by the Police & Crime Commissioner.
Letters have been sent to our local MP
and to the Minister of Transport on the
premise that a squeaky wheel gets the
most grease.
Clearly something has to be put in place
for that section of the A340 between
Armstrongs and Monk Sherborne where
vehicles have been clocked at speeds in
excess of 60 m.p.h.

Borough Councillor
There is both sad news and good news.
The sad news is that Tristan Robinson
will be standing down at the next
elections in May. From a village point of
view he has been a strong advocate in
supporting the Parish Councils desire
to ‘protect’ the village from excessive
development. From a personal view he
has always been a sensible sounding
board when the way forward wasn’t
always clear.
The good news is that Cllr David
McIntyre, currently a Parish Councillor,
has been chosen as the Conservative
candidate for the May elections. This is
a positive as I know David will also be a
staunch protector of the Parish.

The Shop
A clarion call to maintain the level of
footfall in this valuable village asset.

An additional notice board will be
installed at the front of the shop for
village notices, etc.

2022/2023
Parish Council Budget
At the January meeting, the Parish
Council voted unanimously to increase
the Parish Precept by 3.5% - this would
mean the Band D annual precept would
increase from £44.02 p.a. to £45.56 p.a.
This is the first increase for in the last 5
years and reflects the increasing cost of
maintaining the village infrastructure.

Chute - Wi-Fi
The Council is in the process of
having wi-fi installed at the Chute. The
availability of wi-fi will make the Chute
more attractive to possible hirers of
the venue and facilitate Parish Council
meetings, etc.

General
The PC is now back to meeting on the
last Wednesday at the Chute Pavilion
each month.
Going forward the planning session
will start @ 7.15 p.m. and the council
meeting @ 7.45 p.m. This is to give extra
time to the hirer using the Chute before
the Council, to clear up.
As always it would be good to see
parishioners at these meetings.
Richard Morgan
Chair, SSJ PC
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Tel: (01256) 412369

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk
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Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic,
commercial and industrial fencing based in Sherborne St John
FREE estimates and advice with no obligation and
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED
04412_Villager_July2012:19191_Villager_Oct07

2/7/12

17:07
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CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

WHAT CHORES

WHAT
CHORES
CLEANING
& IRONING
SERVICE
CLEANING
IRONING
SERVICE
For a&cleaner
Future
For a cleaner Future

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured
Products & Equipment Supplied
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean

Tel: 07954794817
Tel: (01256) 412369

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk
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Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic,
commercial and industrial fencing based in Sherborne St John

ADVERTISE HERE

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation and
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

CALL Emma Foreman

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk
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01256 889215
07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

Claiming Dates
March 2022
1
Women’s Fellowship, Speaker ‘Finland, a Very Special Country’
14
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
19
SwP Quiz with Steve Howe in SSJ Village Hall + supper £5 851616
23
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 7.00pm)
Rydon Homes have been invited to present their plans for Cranesfield Development
28
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall

2pm
9.30am-11.30am
7pm
7.30pm
9.30am-11.30am

April 2022
5
Women’s Fellowship, Speaker ‘From Cabaret to Conservation’
11
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
20
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 7.00pm)
24
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall

2pm
9.30am-11.30am
7.30pm
9.30am-11.30am

May 2022
3
Women’s Fellowship, Speaker ‘Dropping the Habit’ & Plant Stall
4
Sherborne St John Parish Council AGM, Chute Pavilion.
11
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 7.00pm)

2pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

June 2022
2-5
The Platinum Jubilee Celebrations, further details will be published when received
3
Queens Jubilee Tea Party, SSJ Village Hall – tickets £6 in advance
7
Women’s Fellowship, Speaker ‘Around the World in Forty Years’
22
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 7.00pm)

1 - 4pm
2pm
7.30pm

July 2022
5
Women’s Fellowship, OUTING
20
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 7.00pm)

7.30pm

Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or message on 07775 800955

Rydon Homes have been invited by our Parish Council to their meeting on Wednesday 23 March @ 7pm
at the Chute Pavilion to discuss the 26 houses they wish to build on Cranesfield. Just come along.
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Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services
We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even
the most difficult windows
We also offer the following services:
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For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call
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Dan 
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over 50 years of craftsmanship
Specialising in the renovation,
extension and refurbishment
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177
rwarmstrong.co.uk
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd
Private & Domestic Enquiries

Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning,
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries

Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services

Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided,
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Licence No: 2063

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

info@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Certificate No. 24128

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Supplier No. 060712

ISO 9001:2008

ISO 14001:2004

(BS) OHSAS 18001:2007
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Elm Park Garden Centre
www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
Tel 01256 850587
Like and Share us on Facebook

Garden Furniture D Outdoor Living D BBQs
Birdcare D Plants D Bedding D Seeds D Compost
Pots D Hanging Baskets D Tools D Fencing
Sheds D Garden Gift Vouchers D Coffee Shop
Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney
- A friendly, accessible and quality service
- NOW OFFERING -

CALL Emma Foreman

Contact:
ontactt: Clare
Clare Datta

01256 889215
07747 015494

PROBATE SERVICES

m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336
e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk
36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

A member of the
Society of Will Writers
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ADVERTISE
HERE

emma@thehaye.co.uk

Used Vehicles in Hampshire
Prestige & 4x4 | Finance & PCP Packages | Extended Warranty
GAP Insurance | Part Exchange | Indoor Showroom | FCA Approved
334363 Email: office@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com
Tel: 01256

ADVERTISE HERE
CALL Emma Foreman 01256 889215 07747 015494 emma@thehaye.co.uk

We are open on:
Thursday - 8.30am to 2.30pm
Friday - 8.30am to 2.30pm
Saturday - 8.00am to 2.00pm

50
SHADES
OF
CHEESE

Hampshire Farm Shop & Deli
@ Wolverton Park
Cheese Counter with over 50 Fantastic Cheeses Fresh Bread - Fresh Fruit & Vegetables.
Award winning Charcuterie, made on premises by Hampshire
Salami Co. Pie Counter making our own pies, sausage rolls,
pasties, scotch eggs and more. Cakes and Bakes made fresh
daily. No Packaging ‘Bulk Buy’ essentials. Artisan Produce from
Hampshire Producers. Fresh Eggs from local happy hens. Ice
Cream from Judes. Eco Products. Fresh Meat with butchery on
site. Plus we have much, much more yummy stuff!
Come and see.

We also DELIVER and you can CLICK & COLLECT

It’s really simple, just visit our website for online ordering @
www.Hampshire-Deli.co.uk
Wolverton Park, Ramsdell Road, Wolverton, RG26 5RU
T: 01266 861372 M: 07990 556090
W: www.Hampshire-Deli.co.uk Facebook: @HampshireDeli

3DULVKBDGBKDOISDJHBYLQGG
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Pamber Green, Pamber End
and Little London notes
Some lovely spring days at last! The
mahonia is in bloom and the bumble
bees are busy on its bright yellow flowers
in the sun today. In the Forest and
elsewhere, snowdrops are in abundance
and the crocuses are making a bold
appearance. Soon the wild daffodils will
jump up and wave at us as we pass by.
Lots of colour everywhere to make our
days happier and look towards better
times we hope.
News is starting to appear of local
celebrations for the Platinum Jubilee
this June to include special official Bank
Holidays on the 2nd and 3rd June. All
parishes are in the throes of planning
events, and I hope to bring you firm
news in the next article. Ideas being
floated for Pamber Parish include
involvement of local groups such as cubs
and guides and obtaining assistance
or donations from local businesses. A
budget of £1,500 is available and the
Parish Council has agreed to participate
in the national Beacon Lighting on 2nd
June 2022.

An update from the Hampshire Deputy
Police and Crime Commissioner notes
a big increase in 101 and 999 calls
following the lifting of lockdowns. 600
new police officers are to be recruited
by 2023, with 50% currently in place
undergoing training, and it is hoped
more officers in uniform will increase
visibility. Anti-social behaviour and
knife crime continue to be big problems
and rural crime has become very
professional. Average answer times
for the 101 helpline is 5 minutes and
more staff are being brought into
the call centre. Local drug problems
and ‘County Lines’ continue to be
significant and very difficult to manage.
As soon as one group is stopped it is
replaced by another.
Having already gone through a period
of road works throughout Tadley and
the Pambers, this seems set to continue
for a few months with Openreach,
South East and Thames Water and
Hampshire County Council work
scheduled. I’m not looking forward to

that but if needs must. It would be nice
if they could all do some ‘joined up
thinking’, co-operate with each other
and avoid returning to the same patch
to repeatedly cause delays.
Many of our local choirs are now
beginning to plan events as the grip
of Covid lessens and they are looking
forward to participating in the Platinum
Jubilee celebrations. Practice meetings
are running for the Kennet Morris
Men and Basingclog Morris with some
forthcoming events being planned. I
hope to give more news next month.
Please let me know of any news you
have, including event dates and choir
activity. This page can only stay alive
with your help. Also, you can contact
Lindsay Berry to add event dates to the
Villager ‘Claiming Dates’ page.

Ann Ellis
annjellis@googlemail.com

Notes from Rural France
scales. Feeding can sometimes erupt
into a frenzy of piranha like proportions
but that is usually the little fish enjoying
nibbling on the food and she has also
witnessed the annual spawning every
May which also resembles a large party
in the water underneath the willow tree.
The Case of the Disappearing Trout……
One of the first tasks in France for the
Boss was to check out the lake or as the
French call it l’etang (the pond). There
seemed to be lots of little fish in there
along with some fair sized carp up to
8lb, some little sun fish that nobody likes
except they are quite pretty, some Rudd
and some Perch, all of which the Mrs
thinks look the same but the Boss can
tell the difference. The Mrs is gradually
learning to separate the mirror carp
from the others due to their reflective
16

We raised the idea of introducing trout
into the lake as there was a very handy
“pisciculture” (fish farming) signposted
not far away. Although Moses, the
previous owner advised it would be a
waste of money the Boss in his wisdom
relished the idea of catching trout
having taken fly fishing lessons from
his buddy John back home and wanted
to investigate the nearby fish farm. The
Mrs was duly dragged along to translate
and we ended up with 40 trout, each
about 5” long, in a plastic bag full of
water. Monsieur Pisciculture informed

us that by the following year they would
be big enough to eat……
To be fair the Boss did catch one not
long after he had put them in but for the
last five years they have been AWOL.
Long walks around the lake with a long
face, peering into the water in vain every
year has not revealed a single trout, they
are gone! Moses was right!
However that does not stop the mad
scrabbles to reach the lake after seeing
the heron fly in that direction or
even worse the cormorant, which are
frequent examples of why meals are
left uneaten on the table and mowers
stranded on the lawn mid cut while the
Boss makes the 500m dash down to the
lake to scare them away. The Mrs is now
used to these sudden disappearances
and calmly carries on preparing some
salmon for his tea.

Hampshire County Councillor report
1. HWRCs update
The system of booking to visit
Hampshire’s household waste recycling
centres (HWRCs) is to be made
permanent following feedback from
users who overwhelmingly supported
the approach. It was introduced in June
2020 in response to the pandemic but
also helped smooth visits and reduce
queuing. The ability to book multiple
trips will remain.

2. Support for Community
Transport
With the COVID-19 pandemic still
having an impact on levels of all public
and community transport use across
the county, Hampshire County Council
has agreed to maintain contract
payments for community transport
operators at 100% from 1 April 2022 to
31 March 2023.
Community transport operators
have reported that around 35% fewer
passengers are travelling than before the
pandemic. The move will assist those
operators in the recovery and operation
of their services, supporting them
to maintain service levels whist they
experience lower than usual passenger
numbers, and user confidence rebuilds
during the coming financial year.

3. Roads, Transport and
Environmental investment
Hampshire County Council is to be
asked to approve on 17 February an
increased 2021-22 capital programme
of investment in countywide highways
maintenance, road safety, transport
improvements, flood alleviation, waste
management, and bridge strengthening,
as well as economic development and
town centre improvements, amounting
to £112.885 million. This includes £7
million additional financial support for
highways maintenance.
Planning continues for the next
generation of waste infrastructure to
support the county’s ability to recycle
a wider range of materials. As part
of the capital programme of work is the
continued development of a plan for a
new materials recovery facility
in Eastleigh.

The proposed programme and
appendices highlight an Integrated
Transport Programme of over £100
million in value. Local schemes to
enable people to walk and cycle more
for local journeys represent a £11.3
million investment.
Separately, Hampshire County Council is
the first council in England to trial plastic
bollards made from sugar cane on its
pavements; these are being installed as a
lower carbon alternative to the traditional
concrete ones. The plant-based bollards
are also lighter, easier to install and
cheaper - costing £150 compared with
£190 for concrete. They are also just as
resilient in the event of a crash and do
not splinter if they are hit by a vehicle.
In recognition of the importance
of building resilience, the council
has declared 2022 the “Year of
Climate Resilience”. This presents an
opportunity for it to increase awareness
of the importance of resilience and
to develop some showcase projects
in partnership with key stakeholders.
More information can be found on the
Council’s Climate Change website:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/
landplanningandenvironment/
environment/climatechange

4. Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations
Hampshire County Council is putting
plans in place to celebrate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee this year. These will
provide opportunities for residents
across the county to participate,
including through schools, libraries,
care homes, and outdoor sites. The
primary focus is during the extended
bank holiday weekend of Thursday 2 to
Sunday 5 June 2022.
The plan also has a significant focus
on complementing The Queen’s
Green Canopy theme, with £0.5
million is to be made available to help
organisations and communities plant
trees across the county.
Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE
Calleva Division,
Hampshire County Council
rhydian.vaughan@hants.gov.uk

Which Council does what in
the Borough?
Hampshire County Council is
responsible for:

• education - schools and colleges
• transport - roads and motorways,
including things like potholes, street
lighting and traffic lights
• fire and public safety
• social care
• libraries
• strategic planning
• waste management – household
waste recycling centres
• trading standards.
• Countryside and country parks
To find out more about Hampshire
County Council and its services visit
www.hants.gov.uk
Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council is responsible for:

• local planning and development
control
• street cleaning, household waste and
recycling
• administering council tax and
housing benefit locally
• managing the waiting list for social
housing vacancies, homelessness
prevention and promoting good
quality housing
• environmental health and safety
• parking enforcement
• licensing
• promoting economic development
and tourism
• providing parks and
leisure facilities
• building control, local
land charge searches
and street naming
and numbering.
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All Seasons

Window Cleaning
Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •
• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
18

Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation

01256 688648
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HAPPY AND HEALTHY TOGETHER
AS SPRING TAKES HOLD
www.basingstokeu3a.org
facebook.com/Basingstokeu3a
Our Members Emerge Cheerfully from
Winter and Lockdown
We’ve all had a difficult two years, and
keeping ourselves cheerful, and out and
about, hasn’t been easy for everyone.
But the days are lengthening, the
temperature’s rising, and our outdoor
groups are flexing their muscles and
getting ready to enjoy 2022. So if the
pandemic has left you feeling low, or
you’re rather wishing you hadn’t visited
the biscuit tin quite so often, read on!
Some of our more energetic members
cycle and are already planning tours
abroad and home - as well as their usual
weekly rides together. Our walkers
haven’t stopped in winter either and
have been enjoying our countryside

every week. However, if a shorter walk
is more your ‘cup of tea’, the ‘Walking
with Your Camera Group’ might be
for you - they’re busy planning their
programme for 2022 as well.
Preferring to walk won’t stop you
playing football, rounders, and netball
with us; these groups all play at walking
pace and members move at the speed
which suits them best. If you want to
play another kind of ball game, croquet
will be starting again at the end of
March, or you could try skittles - which
has the advantage of being indoors! As
is our Folk and Line Dancing.
Not Feeling Quite so Energetic yet?
Sometimes a good chat with someone
in the same boat can cheer you up,
and we have groups to help with that
too. We have a group called MOTO for

members who live on their own, which
some have found hard in lockdown.
Some members lunch together as part
of our ‘BCOT Luncheon Group’, and
our ‘Ladies Who Lunch’ meet together
in someone’s home, with the host
responsible only for the main course.
We did have a men’s group which did
the same. We could start one up again if
enough people were interested. Just let
us know.
And as always, for just one annual
membership fee, you can join as many
groups as you can fit into your week.
Check our website or email: basingstokeu3aenquiries@
gmail.com
If you’re not on-line and would like a
paper copy of all our current activities
phone: 07787 520 281

Sherborne St John Church
of England Primary School
Although Covid has been doing its
best to disrupt the school with some
pupils and staff having to spend time at
home, we have generally been able to
carry on as usual and even to add a few
extra activities.
The infants had a thoroughly enjoyable
trip to Windsor Castle, visiting some
of the historic rooms and managing to
identify paintings of the monarchs they
had been studying. Unfortunately, the
Queen was not in residence, although
one sharp-eyed pupil was convinced
that he spotted her taking a quick dip in
the swimming pool!
On 11th February we held a ‘dress down
day’ to raise funds for the local Spotlight
charity. This charity provides local
children with well-being gift bags/boxes
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and last year several of our children
received lovely gifts from them. Our
School Council thought that it would be
a good idea to support their fundraising
appeal this year.
The Year 5/6 tag rugby team have
once again had a brilliant start to their
season; they won both of their matches
played at Bramley school which I am
sure will please Mrs Rolmanis (formerly
Miss Biles) who returns to school later
in March after her maternity leave! A
number of the KS2 children also took
part in a Cross Country Competition
at Down Grange. The swimming
programme resumes for Years 1 and 2
this term, and some of the infants will
be taking part in a football festival at the
Vyne School later this month.

As well as physical exercise, we are
making sure that we have healthy minds
too. We all took part in a well-being
week in school organised by Energise
Me, a company which changes lives
through physical activity and sport.
The aim was to encourage and support
children to better understand their
mental and physical well-being through
We Can Week 2022. Each day had a
theme and activities around the theme –
Mindful Monday, Tasty Tuesday,
Well-being Wednesday, Together
Thursday and Physical Activity Friday.
This was followed by a ‘Welcome-Rest
Week’ – otherwise known as half term!!
Sherbert
SSJ School Villager Correspondent
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For tickets please contact

Mrs. Shawna Campbell beginning 1st of March 2022 at 07726 308431
or ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com
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RBL BRAMLEY &
DISTRICT BRANCH
As we endeavour to get going again
after a break of almost two years, we are
trying two new ventures.
From 2nd March, we will be starting a
Drop-in coffee hour in Sherfield and
Bramley from 10.30am. This will be in
The Coffee Shop, Sherfield on Loddon
on the First and Third Wednesday each
month and at Bramley Bakery on the
Second and Fourth Wednesday. The
March dates are: 2nd, 16th and 30th
in Sherfield: 9th and 23rd at Bramley.
Do drop in for a chat! Everyone, RBL
members, friends, those with a family
member presently serving, or if you just
want a bit of company is warmly invited.

We have also arranged to re-launch of
our local branch at The Four Horseshoes
pub in Sherfield on Tuesday 12 April
from 12 - 1.30pm in the Skittle Alley
function room. There will be a finger
buffet and the committee will outline
our plans for the post-pandemic future.
We will be inviting the Hampshire
RBL County Chairman and our new
North Hants MSO (Membership
Support Officer).
The Royal British Legion celebrated its
centenary last year, one hundred years
of service to the nation’s whole military
family, whether serving or retired, and
dependents. It continues to support

thousands of veterans and serving
personnel every day. The Legion is also
the guardian and curator of national
Remembrance including The National
Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire,
one of the most inspirational places
in the UK. The Poppy Appeal is the
Legion’s charity, one of the largest and
most respected in the country.
So do pop along on 12 April to the Four
Horseshoes to find out more and help
us to develop the work and friendship of
our branch.
John Morley
Branch Events Member

Women’s Fellowship:
Jam, Jerusalem and Porridge
February’s meeting included the AGM
and a very interesting talk by Angeline
Gore who spoke about her life
working within the prison sector. Her
most prized appointment was at the
private women’s prison, Bronzefield
in Surrey. This prison is a top security
prison which houses both low grade
offenders and murderers and high risk
prisoners. Fellowship members heard

how Angeline first became involved
in the rehabilitation of prisoners
and then established the first prison
WI. She successfully secured a room
within the prison to enable prisoners
to learn new skills and acquire selfconfidence. So successful was this
venture that craft items made by
the women were able to be sold and
one prisoner was so successful after

winning a WI baking competition she
was inspired to start her own bakery.
The afternoon was thoroughly enjoyed
by all.
Next meeting is March 1st at 2pm
when another interesting speaker will
be giving a talk. This is a very friendly
group and new members are always
warmly welcomed.
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Life on the Veg –
from the Elm Road Allotments, SSJ

The allotment holders in Sherborne
St John are keen to raise the profile of
what we do and to encourage everyone,
young and old, to grow some of
your own fruit and vegetables whilst
benefiting from being outside, learning
about nature and having fun.

Why did allotments start in
the UK?
Allotments have their roots in the 19th
century when land was given to the
labouring poor to provide food. After
the end of The First World War local
authorities had to make some allotment
land available to all.

History of the SSJ allotments
The village allotments were created in
the early 1910s on land provided by

Sir Charles Chute, owner of The Vyne
Estate. Records show the land being
cultivated as allotments in 1917 and
when he returned from active service
in the War, Sir Charles immersed
himself in helping others by overhauling
local agriculture to prevent wartime
starvation, also to help returning
servicemen grow food for their families.
Upon his death in 1956 the Vyne
House and lands were bequeathed to
the National Trust which still owns the
three allotment sites today.

Where are the allotments?
There are three allotments sites in SSJ Moss Hill/Elm Road (29 plots), Cranes
Road (4 plots) and Sunnyside at West
End (6 plots). They are managed by the
Parish Council.
Old extracts from SSJ Parish
Minutes - kindly provided by the SSJ
Historical Society ‘1917 – January.
Distribution of seed potatoes that
were to be ordered. 47 cwts for the
villagers. Varieties delivered were
Golden Wonder and Irish. The villagers

paid for the potatoes. It was thought
desirable to encourage the villagers to
keep pigs, but as prices for feeding
stuff were so high this was not a
realistic proposition.’
‘1921. 5 residents of West End had
requested allotments - these were
Messrs Smithers, West, Brooker,
Ireland and Herridge. Mr Lynch was
approached but he was not agreeable to
giving up any land. Mr Hatt was then
asked. He agreed to let some land - 6
plots at 10d per pole.’ ( A pole is 5.5
yards in length and there are 160 poles
to the acre).

My Allotment Diary by Mike
from Elm Road Allotments
In the greenhouse in January, I’d sown
onion seed in cells, and in February
I shall be sowing aubergine, sweet
peppers and early leeks, plus tomato
seeds at the end of the month. Outside
I’ve just pruned fruit cordons and
currants and will be cutting the Autumn
raspberries down to the ground and
planting the late garlic.

AWARD WINNING CHARITY
CELEBRATES ITS SILVER JUBILEE
One of Basingstoke’s most successful
local charities, “BASINGSTOKE
NEIGHBOURCARE” will be proudly
celebrating its Silver Jubilee in 2022.
The QUEENS AWARD for
VOLUNTARY SERVICE winning
organisation offers two main services
to older members of the community
covering Basingstoke and surrounding
centres like Tadley and Sherfield on
Loddon. These are:
• Provision of an accompanied
transport scheme, where, in return
for a small donation, clients are
driven by volunteers to hospital
and doctors’ appointments and a
wide variety of other journeys like
24

shopping and lunch clubs, locally
and occasionally regionally. This
particularly suits those who are
without a car, or who find public
transport difficult to use; and
• Arranging befriending visits to local
people who for one reason or another
could do with some company. The
“befrienders” typically drop in for
a chat and a “cuppa” to help relieve
loneliness. Befrienders may also
occasionally help clients with simple
tasks like reading and writing letters.
BNC are keen at all times to recruit
more volunteers, both drivers
and befrienders.

The Charity is also very keen,
particularly as we move out of the
worst effects of Covid-19, to hear from
potential new and former clients
or their families, who might need
BNC’s support.
If you would like to use one of the
charity’s services, or to simply learn
more, you can contact Basingstoke
Neighbourcare by calling:
01256 423855 and speaking to one
of the co-ordinators, by visiting the
charity’s website at:
https://www.neighbourcare.com/, or by
e-mailing info@neighbourcare.com with
any queries.

SUPPORTING A LOCAL
CHARITIES WITH VOLUNTARY
HELP

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
OUR ROYAL MARINES CONCERT
AT THR ANVIL
The afternoon of Sunday 30th of January
saw us hosting the The Band of Her
Majesty’s Royal Marines for our 13th
‘nearly annual’ concert. It was very
good to be able to welcome them after
a 2 year break and they were on great
form, with an excellent and varied
programme that particularly showcased
solos by their very talented younger
band members as well as an entertaining
Elvis medley.

People ask us ‘What does Rotary do?’
We’re about helping and supporting
communities. As Rotarian’s, we do some
fantastic work each year, whilst having
fun and raising money at events like the
concert at The Anvil and The Festival of
Transport, that enable us to donate to
more than 20 local charities, such as:Mencap Basingstoke, Young Carers, and
the Camrose Centre for homeless people
and a few international causes such as
Shelterbox, Christmas Shoeboxes and
the End Polio campaign.
We also have fun helping charities
‘hands on’ at their
own fundraising events. This may
involve car parking and marshalling and
often other support roles.
SAVE THE DATE
We will be ‘hands on’ at the following
local charity events: Friday 1st April 2022

Basingstoke Army Cadet Force Corps of
Drums had the exciting opportunty of
being invited to watch the rehearsal and
show and also to join in a master class of
Drum and Bugle lead by the RM Corps
of Drums

Basingstoke Disabilty Forum Awareness
Day, in The Malls.
Sunday 3rd April 2022
St Michael’s Hospice, Woodland Walk.
See their website to register. Dogs on
leads welcome

Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th May 2022
Basingstoke Disabilty Forum Scarecrow
Trail, Chineham and Sherfield Park. An
entertaining walk
Saturday 18th June
Spotlight UK Family Day. Popley Fields
Get in touch to volunteer with our
teams at any of the above events and
join in the fun
BASINGSTOKE FESTIVAL OF
TRANSPORT
SAVE THE DATE
Sunday 8th May 2022
After a long Covid wait we had
wonderful weather and a great day in
the Memorial Park back in September
’21, with hundreds of vehicles and
thousands of happy people enjoying the
sunshine.
It’s a great day out and Rotary look
forward to welcoming you on Sunday
8th May 2022 at this FREE family
event (Small charge to Park on the
Common)
See our website to register your vehicle
Last year we were grateful for the
support of some 80 volunteers to make
this event a great success. If you fancy
being part of our team and joining in
the fun contact Paul on the link above

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 35men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds. All live locally in the borough but
some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others less fortunate, and they find Basingstoke Deane
Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives.
If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk to see what we have coming
up, or contact Helen or Paul above to find out more . We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.
Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane
Twitter: @RBstokeDeane

Anne Robson Bereavement Helpline
Introducing the Anne Robson Helpline - If you or someone close to you is dying, you can talk to us.
At the Anne Robson Trust we aim to be there to listen to anyone who is struggling with the imminent
death of someone they care about. We know that facing the end of life can leave you isolated and alone.
Calls are free and confidential – Call us on 0808 801 0688
Being able to access support whilst a loved one is dying is really important for a number of reasons. Gaining knowledge of
what may happen towards the end and having a sense of ‘preparedness’ helps both the person dying and their family gain as
much control as possible.
Please visit www.annerobsontrust.org.uk/helpline-service to find out more.
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RJS Builders
Local building company RJS Builders
Ltd, based in Bramley, has won the
South East Medium Development award
for the Watercress Cottages, Dark Lane
in Sherborne St John. Owner Reg, a
resident of SSJ, started the company in
1991 and commented “We are proud
to have won this category through the
recognition from others for the quality
of our work”. They were nominated
by local authority building control. As
many of you will know RJS builders
also constructed the recently completed
Monk Sherborne Village Hall. Well done
Reg and your team !

Photo thanks to Basingstoke Gazette

Read Easy
There has been a great deal of publicity
about adults who struggle to read
as a result of Repair Shop presenter,
Jay Blades, taking part in a recent
BBC documentary This follows his
journey as he faces up to the challenge
of learning to read as an adult with
his local branch of Read Easy, and in
particular, his remarkably patient and
encouraging Volunteer Coach, Emma.
In the Basingstoke & Deane Council area,
we have been helping adults with their
reading skills for the past two and a half
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years, and we have seen at first-hand
what a difference that learning to read
makes. We have had a number of our
Readers now graduate from the Read
Easy programme. One of these, Paul
from Tadley, only learnt to read in his
40s and is now encouraging others who
may be struggling, to ask for help. He
wanted to make his wife and daughter
proud, and he has certainly achieved
that. Another, Joelma, is so pleased to
be able to help her children with their
homework, and a third Reader says that
learning to read “is the best thing that’s

ever happened to me”. We are very proud
of all of our Readers.
We have trained Volunteer Coaches
ready and waiting to help, providing free
one-to-one reading coaching for adults
who are unable to read or who find it
difficult. If you know anyone who would
needs our help, please contact Read Easy
Basingstoke on 07592 450789 or email
basingstoke@readeasy.org.uk.
To find out more about learning to read
as an adult with Read Easy visit
www.readeasy.org.uk.

Probus Hears How A Piece of
String connects to H-Bomb Test
There will be
many readers
from the older
generation who
remember the
nuclear bomb
tests in 1957/8
that took place in
the remote South
Pacific on Montebello Islands, Malden
Island and perhaps more famously,
Christmas Island. David Stiles, the
speaker at the latest meeting of the
Probus Club of Basingstoke, while he
was not one of the military personnel
who witnessed the Hydrogen Bomb
tests, was in the RAF but he was based
in the tropical paradise of Hawaii.
Many aircraft in those days did not
have the range to fly non-stop from
the west coast of USA to the H-Bomb
test islands. The USAF Hickman base
near Honolulu on Oahu in the Hawaii
islands, 1,335 miles away, became a
staging post for aircraft on their flights
to and from the nuclear test sites. The
speaker was posted to this paradise
purely because he was a specialist
instrument and avionics engineer.
The RAF used Handley Page Hastings
aircraft, introduced after WW2, as
both cargo transporters and troop
carriers. One day a Hastings, en route
to Christmas Island, arrived with a
top-secret VIC. This turned out to
be Vitally Important Cargo. A large
bulbous object was lashed securely
with a tarpaulin cover that had its
fastenings wax sealed. The pilot
claimed not to know what it was, but
most people had thoughts that it was
needed for an H-Bomb test due in a
few days time.
The plane had arrived later than
expected. The reason, as explained
with fruitful language by the pilot, was

that there was something seriously
amiss with the navigational equipment
that had forced the plane off course
several times resulting in extended
flight time. The plane was fitted with
a dual system of a magnetic compass
and a giro compass. A magnetic
compass would behave differently the
closer the plane flew to the north pole
and the giro compass was there to
counteract this action. On this flight
it had proved impossible to make
manual adjustments and the plane had
veered considerably off its flight plan.

and string, but another huge spanner
not remotely used in that area, but
in the engine bay 30 feet away. How
come this large spanner was under the
detector unit causing huge magnetic
errors for the gyro compass? Each
time the aircraft banked the large
spanner moved, causing yet further
errors. Ironically, by accidentally
losing his little spanner and string,
he discovered something that could
have seriously jeopardised the plane,
that Vitally Important Cargo and the
testing of an H-Bomb.

The speaker was charged with
rectifying the problem and went
through a series of procedures
including having the aircraft
physically moved around to check
the compass readings which proved
accurate. At the upper end of the
port wing was a small square hatch
cover over an electronic device
whose purpose was to use signals
to synchronise the giro compass
to maintain a true heading. This
equipment was held in position
with small nuts on its underside
which made it difficult to remove
for inspection. In order not to drop
the tiny spanner used for undoing
and tightening the nuts in this very
difficult position, and working by
feel only, a piece of string was tied to
the little spanner and looped on to
his little finger so that if dropped the
spanner could be easily recovered.

The questions then centred on how
did the spanner get into the sealed
cavity at the end of the wing? It
was the size and type used on the
plane’s engine maintenance, but it
could not have slid along inside the
wing as the fuel tanks completely
blocked any access.

After several frustratingly
unsuccessful attempts at undoing one
of the small nuts the little spanner
slipped from his grasp. Aghast,
he realised the safety string had
inadvertently come off his finger. Now
both string and spanner were lost
but had to be found. Feeling blindly
into the dark abyss, he miraculously
discovered not only the tiny spanner

Was it sabotage?
Enquiries were no
doubt carried out,
but no findings
were passed
down to this RAF
NCO. His reward
was to receive a
promotion and
eventually be returned to UK duties
working on Victors, part of the V
bomber force in place during the
cold war. Perhaps enemy forces had
hoped that by creating navigational
problems the longer flight time would
have caused the plane to run out of
fuel and crash into the Pacific Ocean.
Two days after finding the spanner
the final H-Bomb test took place on
Christmas Island. Would this have
happened if a tiny spanner tied to the
end of a piece of string had not solved
the navigational problem?
www.probusbasingstoke.club
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Brand New

Retirement Apartments
in Basingstoke

Buy
or Rent!
Ɇ ǤɆʁɆǥɆĈėĐƎŨŨśɆëƋëƎƢśėŝƢƖ
Ɇ ,ǇĉŒƪƖļǁėŒǈɆįŨƎɆƢķėɆŨǁėƎȯǩǣƖɆ
Ɇ ėëƪƢļįƪŒɆŒëŝĐƖĉëƋėĐɆİëƎĐėŝɆ
Ɇ ŨśśƪŝëŒɆŒŨƪŝİėɆ
Ɇ {ŝȯƖļƢėɆLŨƪƖėɆnëŝëİėƎɆ
Ɇ ƎļǁëƢėɆĉëƎɆƋëƎŏļŝİɱɆ
Ɇ ¡ėŝƢëŒɆŨƋƢļŨŝƖɆëǁëļŒëĈŒėɆ
Ɇ ëƎƢɆėǇĉķëŝİėɆŨŝɆǈŨƪƎɆĉƪƎƎėŝƢɆɆ
Ɇ

ƋƎŨƋėƎƢǈɆëǁëļŒëĈŒėɆ
Ɇ EƪėƖƢɆƖƪļƢėɱɆ
Ɇ dŨĉëŒɆëśėŝļƢļėƖɆǂļƢķļŝɆ

Ɇ

ǂëŒŏļŝİɆĐļƖƢëŝĉėɆ
Ɇ DƎėėɆśŨǁļŝİɆƖėƎǁļĉėɆëǁëļŒëĈŒėȤ

Register your interest to be kept up-to-date ahead of the Sales Release
Call 0800 882 1706 to book or visit mccarthyandstone.co.uk/basingstoke to register your interest

Development Address: Island Site, Beggarwood Lane, Basingstoke, RG23 7NL
ĐĐļƢļŨŝëŒɆĉķëƎİėƖɆëƋƋŒǈșɆȤÔļƖļƢɆśĉĉëƎƢķǈëŝĐƖƢŨŝėșĉŨșƪŏȦƖśŨŨƢķśŨǁėɆįŨƎɆśŨƎėɆĐėƢëļŒƖ
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Here for you
when you need us...
•
•
•
•

24 hour service
Free bereavement advice and support
Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
Wide choice of memorials for burials

Basingstoke

The Old Forge, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE

01256 851124

amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk
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Tips When Buying a New Build Property
Jo Francis, Senior Associate in Residential
Property at Phillips, is a specialist with
new build purchases, including purchases
under the Help to Buy Scheme. Buying
a new build has many benefits but, from
the legal side, the conveyancing can be
complex. The potential for something
to go wrong is higher with a new build,
which can be costly if not addressed. Jo
fully understands what is required and
highlights key points to consider:
• Ensure your finances are in order developers often insist finance for the
mortgage is secured before contracts
are exchanged.
• Most mortgages are only valid for six
months, if completion is not within
this period, you need to apply for an
extension from your lender or you
may have to reapply for the mortgage,
depending on circumstances. However,
some lenders offer specific new build
mortgages lasting for 9 months.
• Check the property specification
details carefully before reservation. Pay
attention to the landscape drawings
and development plans. Visit other
sites built by the developer to see if the
properties meet your requirements.
• Reservation fees are paid when
making an offer or a sale is agreed,
ranging from £500 to £5,000 or
more depending on property value
and usually set for 28 days, covering

the period leading to exchange of
contracts. This fee is non-refundable, if
you fail to exchange contracts in time
or you decide to pull-out of purchasing.
Your mortgage should be agreed in
principle before making a reservation.
• A deposit is paid of 5% or 10% of the
full purchase price, depending on
whether the Help to Buy Equity Loan
scheme is being used.
• Usually, mortgage lender valuations
are taken at the beginning of a
new build project but sometimes
after construction is completed. A
long period between exchange and
completion could risk the property
value decreasing, affecting the
mortgage offer and amount your
Lender agrees to lend you. You
would still be contracted to purchase
the property for the price agreed
upon exchange.
• At completion, there will be an official
handover. Ensure you are given copies
of all the guarantees for the property.
• Before handover, check for defects,
i.e. ‘snagging’, which the developer
should rectify.
If you would like to discuss purchasing a
new build property, please contact Jo by
calling 01256 854634, emailing jo.francis@
phillips-law.co.uk or visit www.phillipslaw.co.uk/residential-property-services
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Small Ads

Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
- The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’.
- Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type.
- For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing.
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.
PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from
depression and other emotional problems. Local
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience.
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek
Joseph on 01256 850653
DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of
drumming from counting, reading, playing to
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947
728 686 www.johnlezana.com
PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE,
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call
Samantha Cruickshank (Language
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk
ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree
work, gravel drives etc. Please call
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services
also available. References available upon request.
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,
tel. 07933316989.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER,
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal,
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact
Lynne on 07767 059406.

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES River K Solutions
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs. Please
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial
consultation or check our website
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established,
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper.
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws
e mail: kbeeson1@btinternet.com
07752 414821 (text only)

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the
Medieval Cité. 5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone:
01256 850058 for more details.

PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment
and Diabetic foot care. To book an appointment
call Fay on 07780 664410

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in
Sherborne St John will have full/part time
spaces available from July. Also collecting from
Sherborne St John school in September. For
more information call: 01256 851249

BEAUTY THERAPIST Based in my
professional, relaxing home based salon
in Pamber Heath. Treatments offered Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian
Head Massage and Reflexology. Strict hygiene
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE
SERVICES All types of installation and
maintenance works including electrical,
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating.
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office
document waste. Please call Adam on 07511
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN
HANDYMAN Local, trustworthy and reliable.
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered,
quick and simple to complex. www.thebartyman.
co.uk 07827 216806.
JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN
SERVICES Regular garden maintenance & one
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates
and a friendly service please call. 07488 347493

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be
booked on the website:
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
To book a classified advert for the Villager,
register with this website. Then search
for The Villager using any of the searches
allowed. There is no online payment –
you can pay by cheque at the end of the
booking process as normal. Once monies
are received you will be able to access
receipts and check your booking history
from this site.
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BASINGSTOKE CIVIL SERVICE
RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP
The speaker this month was Mike
Brooks who spoke about some of the
highlights of his 32 years in Amateur
Dramatics. He recounted some of the
most outstanding performances and
some that had not gone according
to plan. He followed on by giving
a rendition of one of Alan Bennet’s
“Talking Heads” and then, accompanied
by his colleague Isobel, acted out
some very amusing sketches including
the Two Ronnies and one of his own

creation which envisaged a world where
Artificial Intelligence ruled the roost.
He finished his entertaining talk with a
soliloquy from Rowan Atkinson on the
“Certainties of Uncertainties”.

Newbury Races and then on Thursday
28th April Afternoon Tea at BCOT. Full
details of the group’s activities can be
obtained by contacting the secretary at csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com.

The next meeting is the AGM on
2nd March when we are also having
a presentation from Co-operative
Insurance Services. The next outing
is an exclusive guided tour of Dorney
Court on Wednesday 23rd March
followed on Friday 1st April by A Day at

The group meets on the first Wednesday
of each month at Brookvale Village Hall
from 10am to 12 noon and all retired
Civil Servants, their relatives and friends
are welcome.
David Cowling

St. Michael’s Hospice
Farleigh Wallop Woodland Walk
With spring on its way, it’s the perfect
time to plan a wonderful day out at
the St. Michael’s Hospice Woodland
Walk taking place around the beautiful
grounds of the prestigious Farleigh
Wallop Estate on Sunday 3rd April.
With stunning views across the rolling
Hampshire countryside, blooming
bluebells, and the opportunity to walk
your dog whilst spending quality time
with friends and family, there is no
better way to start the new season.
Starting from 9.30am, there are two
routes, 5 or 10 miles which both
guarantee to give you a superb day out,

followed by a delicious cream tea in the
impressive setting of Home Barn.
Megan Parry, Events Manager at St.
Michael’s Hospice said, “As our first
Hospice event of the year, we can’t wait
to welcome our walkers to the Farleigh
Wallop Estate to enjoy a wonderful day
out in the Hampshire countryside. We
are extremely privileged to have access to
the prestigious estate, and we can’t wait
for our supporters to explore the grounds
in full bloom. As with all our Hospice
events, the funds raised are essential to
our work at the Hospice where it costs
£5.5 million to keep our vital services

running. A huge thank you to our event
sponsors Juniper Research for supporting
this event.”
For further information about the
Woodland Walk and all Hospice events,
please visit: www.stmichaelshospice.org.
uk/get-involved/events/.
You can also contact the Events team at
events@stmichaelshospice.org.uk or call
01256 848 848.
Follow St. Michael’s Hospice on
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter
@smhbasingstoke and look out for
#WoodlandWalk

Spring blooms at The Vyne

Copyright Lesley Barnwell

With the spacious grounds open daily 10am-5pm, The Vyne’s gardens are a glorious place to be on a sunny spring day. In March,
you can catch the last of the snowdrops shaking their delicate flower heads in the breeze as birdsong fills the air. You’ll find a
flurry of snowdrops in bloom near Visitor Reception with smaller clusters dotted around elsewhere, particularly in the wild
garden. As the season unfolds, daffodils will litter the South Drive beside the mansion. Hundreds of them line the path through
the historic walled garden too. You’ll also find fresh bunches for sale there at Visitor Reception. Further afield, you’ll see daffodil
clusters beside The Vyne’s magnificent lake, and in the Wild Garden they bloom beneath bird cherry trees, which in April reveal
fragrant almond-scented white blossom. In the orchard heritage fruit trees will display clusters of tiny cream and pink flowers.
Close by, the formal planting in the summerhouse garden will offer late spring colour, with pastel shades of Virginia stock, and
elegant orange crown imperials. More information at nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne. There are several circular routes to follow
here. If you come on a quiet day, and keep a look out, you may just spot a deer emerging from between the trees.
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