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The unveiling of the War Horse statue

OUR COMMUNITY

On 23 August a 
memorial to a War 
Horse was unveiled 

in Little London and John 
Lenton conducted a service 
of dedication. But why a 
memorial to the War Horse 
and why is that memorial 
called Arthur? Rhydian 
Vaughan explains more. 
In 2017 the Pamber Parish Council 
announced that it would be holding an 
event to commemorate the passing of 
100 years since the end of the Great 
War. Parishioners felt that something 
should be done for Little London and 
the council agreed to fund this. But 
what should it be? 

The War Horse Memorial was unveiled 
on 8 June 2018 in Ascot and is the 
first National Memorial dedicated 
exclusively to the millions of UK, Allied 
and Commonwealth horses, mules and 
donkeys lost during The Great War. 
This seemed a fitting cause to support 
and so the council commissioned 
a representation of the Memorial 
Emblem – the war horse silhouette. 

Our unique memorial in Little London 
is dedicated to the Men, Women and 
Animals who perished in the Great 
War. It was unveiled by Cliff Butler and 
his grandsons, who are descendants 
of Private Arthur Pearce, who lived in 
Little London at the outbreak of war 
and was among its early fatalities. 
The silhouette is named Arthur in his 
memory. 

Private Arthur Pearce was a regular 
soldier in the Royal Berkshire 
Regiment at the onset of the Great 
War. The regiment was part of the 
British Expeditionary Force [BEF] sent 
over to the Western Front at the start 
of the war. Arthur was 27 when he was 

killed, possibly by a sniper, early in the 
conflict sometime around the Battle of 
Mons and is buried at Ypres.  Before 
going to war, he lived with his wife and 
two daughters in one of the cottages 
in Little London opposite New Road. 
When he left for France, his wife was 
pregnant with their third child. He 
never saw his son. 

Why 23rd August? 
Following Britain declaring war on 
Germany, the Battle of Mons was the 
first major action in which the British 
Expeditionary Force fought. This 
occurred between the 23/24 August 
1914. In the following four years more 
than 15 million men women and 
children lost their lives, while over 
eight million horses, donkeys and 
mules perished, as a result of the war. 

23 August has been designated 
National Purple Poppy Day and will 
become an annual event. The appeal 
was launched on the 1 August this year 
by dropping a million purple poppies 
over Windsor. 

Many thanks to Simon Greaves who 
masterminded this whole concept for 
Little London. 
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LIFESTYLE

We hope you can join us at our open days! Call our friendly team 
or visit our website for more information: www.barchester.com

Ashcombe House Care Home
Basingstoke, RG21 8YU
Tel: 01256 449 509
Marnel Lodge Care Home
Basingstoke, RG24 9UL
Tel: 01256 449 511

Cherry Blossom Manor Care Home
Bramley Green, RG26 5GF
Tel: 01256 441 653
St Thomas Care Home
Basingstoke, RG21 5NW
Tel: 01256 449 510

Enjoy Life
at a Barchester care home

• Choice of nutritious and delicious menus, prepared by talented chefs

• Daily activities, tailored to residents’ interests and hobbies

• Beautiful and safe surroundings with a choice of ample living spaces

• Well-trained and experienced staff who get to know each and 
every residents’ care needs and personal preferences

Personalised care is at the heart of everything we do.

Nursing Care  •  Residential Care  •  Dementia Care  •  Respite Care & Short Breaks
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Why does Bramley not have a War Memorial?
A question that has been asked 
several times – the short answer is  
it does!

Let’s just take a step back and 
look at why there are so many war 
memorials in the country. At the 
end of the Great War an act of 
parliament decreed that the bodies 
of the dead would not be returned 
to UK but would lie in foreign fields. 
To assuage the uproar that followed, 
an undertaking was given that 
‘your menfolk will be better cared 
for where they lie than they ever 
would be back in the UK’. Hence the 
temples of serenity guarded over and 
maintained by the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission. The many 
memorials around the country 
therefore filled that void.

In the absence of any proven 
documentation, the assumption 
would be that the burghers of 
Bramley, then a small hamlet 
clustered around the area of St 
James’s church, decided against the 
cost of a stone memorial. Instead, 

there is a large wooden memorial 
plaque inside the church whereon 
are recorded the names of 16 men of 
Bramley who lost their lives in the 
Great War. Beneath that is a smaller 
version on which are the names of 6 
Bramley men killed in the 2nd World 
War and beneath that the name of 
Private Peter Cowton, 2nd Battalion 
Parachute Regiment, killed in action 
in Afghanistan in 2008. Here our 
wreaths are laid on Remembrance 
Sunday.

Furthermore, in the Bell ringers 
chamber, there is a plaque on which 
are the names of 23 members of the 
Royal Army Ordnance Corps who 
trained in Bramley Camp and lost 
their lives on Bomb disposal duties 
1945-1981. This plaque used to be in 
the old Bramley Camp church.

Do go and take a look – the church is 
open during daylight hours.

Rhydian Vaughan

fb.com/tellrhydian
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Poignant tribute to 
Harold Belcher
Harold Belcher, eldest son of the vicar 
of Bramley, was killed in action by an 
enemy artillery shell, on 8 July 1917, 
near Ypres in Belgium.  Two fellow 
officers were killed by the same blast.  
Exactly 101 years later, on 8 July 2018, 
descendants of the three men met to 
honour their memory at the cemetery 
where they are buried, Dickebusch 
New Military Cemetery Extension, 
outside Ypres. 

Harold’s grave is on the left.  He had 
no children of his own.  Lucy Spink, 
seen behind his gravestone, is a distant 
cousin on his mother’s side.  Phoebe is 
her daughter.  The tribute was organised 
by Tony Potter, here in the centre of 
the picture, great-nephew of Kenneth 
Potter.  On the right is David Collyer, 
great-nephew of Hector McGarvie.  

Lieutenant Colonel Harold Belcher 
DSO was the Brigade Commander 
of 52nd Field Artillery Brigade.  On 
Sunday 8 July 1917 he was leading a 
reconnaissance party with his Battery 
Commanders, looking for new gun 
positions.  The weather was cold and 
rainy, but there were poppies, thistles 
and forget-me-nots in flower.  The 
group probably numbered around 20 
men.  A stray shell landed amongst 
them, killing Harold Belcher, Major 
Ken Potter, commander of D battery, 
and 2nd Lieutenant Hector McGarvie, a 

troop commander in D battery, outright.  
The brigade orderly officer, Lieutenant 
Palmer, was seriously wounded.  The 
‘recce’ was abandoned, and the three 
men were buried the next day. 

On Sunday 8 July this year, in 
a heatwave, their descendants 
returned to pay their respects.  They 
had travelled from Brighton, from 
Somerset, and from Ballarat, Australia.  
The area where the shell exploded, near 
the Comines canal, is now peaceful 
woodland, and they planted three 
poppy crosses in remembrance.  David 
also brought a memorial plaque, 
framed in Australian hardwood.  At the 
cemetery, prayers and poems were read 
to honour the memory of three brave 
officers.  It was a moving and poignant 
event, and their descendants, who had 
never met before, felt united by that 
catastrophe of 101 years ago.  They are 
now in close contact.  

Thanks to Colonel (Retd) Tony Potter 
OBE for the photographs and for the 
information. 

More on Harold 
Belcher 
Like many men 
of his generation, 
Harold Thomas 
Belcher’s life was 
brought to a violent 
and premature end by the Great War.   
He was born in 1875 in Malvern, where 
his father was a schoolmaster, the 

SPECIAL FEATURE
eldest of seven children.  When his 
father became Principal of Brighton 
College, Harold and his brothers, 
Arthur, Raymond and Gordon became 
pupils there.  

On leaving school Harold joined the 
army and went to the Royal Military 
Academy at Woolwich where he was 
good at sport and enjoyed riding.  
When his father became vicar of 
Bramley he rode with the Vyne Hunt.  
(Does anyone know anything about this 
local hunt?)

He was sent to the Boer war in South 
Africa, where he fought bravely 
and was not only “Mentioned in 
Dispatches” but was also awarded the 
Distinguished Service Order.  His next 
posting was to India in 1902 where he 
served as adjutant before returning to 
Woolwich as an instructor.  He was 
a popular and respected officer who 
wrote a book on field gunnery and 
invented a ranging machine. 

In September 1914, he went to France 
as a Battery Commander and saw 
continuous service overseas apart from 
a short time at home wounded.  He was 
promoted to Temporary Lieutenant 
Colonel in 1916 and was made Brigade 
Commander of 52nd Field Artillery 
Brigade in the same year.  

At the age of 41 he married Ghita 
Slade-Powell, the widow of a Royal 
Field Artillery officer, in Suffolk.  His 
father performed the ceremony and his 
mother was a guest as were, probably, 
his three sisters and some of his 
brothers.  Less than six months later 
he was dead, his distinguished career 
cruelly cut short by enemy action.  He 
was 42 years old.  

His name is remembered on the Roll 
of Honour in Bramley parish church; 
in the churchyard on his parents’ 
memorial; in a window in Brighton 
College chapel and on the Brighton 
War Memorial.  Tragically, his brothers 
Raymond and Gordon were also killed 
in action.  Neither his brother Arthur 
nor his sisters Ethel, Margaret and Eva 
had any children, so the only known 
descendants of the seven Belcher 
children are Lucy and Phoebe, who 
attended the ceremony in July 2018. 

Thanks to Tony Potter, Chris Comber 
and Brighton College for their help 
with some of this information.

Rachel Holland

Struggling with an injury 
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management 
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