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Hands up if you are going to miss 2020. I thought not. Back in December 2016, I
wrote this in my editorial: Who would have predicted in January 2016 that by
the end of the year we would have voted to leave the European Union, Leicester
City would have won the Premier League and Donald Trump would be President
elect of America? Four years later and we have all been through an even more
unpredictable year. If I had told you in January that within 12 months we would
be wearing face masks and staying away from friends, that many shops, pubs and
restaurants would be closed and foreign travel banned, you would have questioned
my sanity (perhaps not for the first time……!). But that is the reality as I write this
in lockdown part 2. I also have the joy of home-schooling again, as one of my
daughter’s class mates has tested positive for Covid-19, and so the remaining 179
children in her year are all self-isolating.
It’s been quite a year, one that the majority of us never want to repeat. But there is
hope. A vaccine is on the horizon, thanks to the monumental efforts of scientists
around the world and, all being well, the lockdown will be lifted in time for us to
do some last-minute Christmas shopping. And for some of us, it’s a bonus not to
have to worry about what to wear to the office Christmas party. It seems fitting
that we are receiving more positive news as we approach Christmas, a time when
Christians all over the world celebrate the birth of their Saviour. With less time to
spend in the shops and fewer events to attend, perhaps we can focus more on the
true meaning of Christmas this year.
If COVID-19 has taught us anything, it’s that we are more creative and adaptable
than we perhaps thought. Some people in Dublin took this a little too far when
they bought cheap one-way flights they had no intention of using simply so they
could drink in the airport bars. I guess desperate measures are called for when
the pubs have been closed for months. Back home we have been more lawabiding but just as creative. We may not have been able to hold the usual packed
Remembrance service in church, with the Cubs, Scouts and Guides forming
a guard of honour, but everyone adapted to commemorate the event slightly
differently, as you can see on pages 16 and 17. Bramley School couldn’t hold their
annual open days but they found a new way of introducing parents to the school,
as Mr. Moore explains on page 13. We can’t visit each other’s houses for Christmas
parties but we can brighten up our windows with Christmas lights, as Sue Howell
is encouraging us to do on page 8. And the good news is we can still meet in
Clift Meadow to sing carols, drink mulled wine and eat mince pies on Sunday 20
December. See you there!
With best wishes for a very happy Christmas and (hopefully) a pandemic-free 2021.
Rachel
Rachel Barclay Smith, Editor

Hope is a candle
A light in the window
Showing the way for
A heart to come home
Hope is a Saviour
Who was born in the manger
Sent down from Heaven
To rescue our hearts
Our Christmas hope

Artwork and Printing
Ian Crossley,
Greenhouse Graphics
Unit 8, Cufaude Business Park,
Cufaude Lane, Bramley,
RG26 5DL
01256 880770
www.greenhousegraphics.co.uk

Produced and delivered by the Church
for the benefit of the community.
Material for the February 2021 issue to be
sent (preferably by email) to the editor no
later than 15 January please.
Cover photo:
Sunset over Clift Meadow by Tom Mason

From The Christmas Hope by New Song
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PLUMBING HEATING
& BUILDING SERVICES
Oil, Solid Fuel, Natural Gas & LPG installations
Gas Safe Registration No 74691
We have 41 years experience and can offer the following services at a competitive price:
• Boiler Upgrades
• Plumbing Services – including bathroom installations
• Heating Systems
• Fault Finding
• Power Flushing
• Kitchen Installations
• Extensions & Alterations
From changing a tap washer to extending your house no job is too big or too small
No call out charge
Please contact us on:
07774 140325 Phil Leaver
07879 553210 Dan Leaver
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CHURCH SERVICES
…and January…
3rd
9:00
10:30

2nd Sunday of Christmas
Matins (BCP) - St James Church
St James Virtual Service on Zoom

9:00
10:30

1st Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion – St James Church
St James Virtual Service on Zoom

9:00
10:30

2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Morning Worship – St James Church
St James Virtual Service on Zoom

9:00
10:30

3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion – St James Church
St James Virtual Service on Zoom

10:30

4th Sunday of Epiphany
No 9am service
St James Virtual Service on Zoom

10th

17th
All the events described here are obviously subject
to change at short notice, if Government Covid-19
guidelines and rules should change. Please do
check our website, www.stjamesbramley.com for
any last minute changes.

24th

Church diary for December…
6th

10:30

2nd Sunday of Advent
Matins (BCP) - St James Church
(Assuming lockdown finishes as planned)
St James Virtual Service on Zoom

9:00
10:30

3rd Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion – St James Church
St James Virtual Service on Zoom

9:00

13th

19th
17:00

20th
10:30

24th

10:30

Christmas Day
Christmas morning Communion
In the church and live-streamed on Zoom

10:30

7th
9:00
10:30

2nd Sunday before Lent
Matins (BCP) - St James Church
St James Virtual Service on Zoom

9:00
10:30

Sunday next before Lent
Holy Communion – St James Church
St James Virtual Service on Zoom

9:00
10:30

1st Sunday of Lent
Morning Worship – St James Church
St James Virtual Service on Zoom

14th

21st

4th Sunday of Advent
Open-Air Carol Service – Clift Meadow
No need to book: just come along,
sing carols, listen to the Christmas
Story, and stay for mulled wine and
mince pies!

14:00
17:00
23:30

27th

… and into February

Saturday
Light in the Darkness – St James Church
A Christmas service for anyone who
finds Christmas difficult or painful

Christmas Eve
Pre-Crib Service Activities – Zoom
Crib Service on Zoom
Midnight Communion
In the church and live-streamed on Zoom

25th

31st

Notes: For all in-person Church Services, you need to
book in with Steve Day, the Parish Administrator. This
is to ensure the numbers do not go over our capacity
restrictions due to social distancing. To attend the
Zoom services for the first time, please contact Steve
in order to be added to our email distribution list,
which will provide you with the Zoom connection
details. Steve can be contacted on 07341 552732 or by
email on Crosshousebramley@gmail.com

From the Registers
Funerals
Muriel Adelaide May Hardy
Basingstoke Crematorium
Monday 19 October, 2020

1st Sunday of Christmas
Holy Communion on Zoom

Joan Mary Scott
St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield-on-Loddon
Wednesday 21 October, 2020

Church opening
The church is now open for a limited number of days and
hours for people to be able to come in for private prayer. It
will still be essential that anyone who uses it observes all
the Government’s social distancing requirements. Because

this is something of a moving target, as the guidelines
change quite frequently, anyone wanting to do this should
check the church website (www.stjamesbramley.com) and
Facebook for days and times when it will be open.
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ON REFLECTION

A

s you read these
words, we will be
near the end of this
second lockdown; as I write
them, we’re less than a week
into it. Four weeks isn’t a
terribly long time, I suppose.
By comparison with the first
lockdown, which seemed to
go on and on and on, this
lockdown is due to come to
an end on 2nd December,
and the PM has staked quite
a bit of his seemingly rather
dwindling authority on
sticking to that date.
And yet, for all that, this second
lockdown feels quite different from the
first one. We’re told that over 70% of
the English population agrees that it’s
necessary – yet lots of us keep looking
for ways to skirt round it. Jo Ellison,
writing in the FT Weekend, put her
finger on it when she wrote: “In the
spring, terrified by the uncharted
virus, we were largely compliant with
the government’s new rules. But
since then we’ve started wriggling for
freedom and exploiting every loophole
in the book… Who snuck in a meal
with a friend with whom they didn’t
share a household? Or forgot to check
into every location they visited on their
track-and-trace app? Or ‘didn’t realise’
they had to quarantine?” And she goes
on to say, “Our respect for blanket
rules has ebbed away… Lockdown Two
has unleashed our selfish gene.” 1
As always, we hear about the extreme
reactions. Most of us find it utterly
extraordinary, completely alien to
anything we would ever do ourselves,
that hours after the new lockdown
measures were announced (several
days before they took effect, in other
words) 700 people crammed into a
warehouse outside Bristol for an illegal
Halloween rave. In Wigan, seven
police vehicles had their tyres slashed

1 Ellison, Jo, “Lockdown Two has unleashed the
selfish gene”, FT Weekend, 7/8 November 2020.

Rev’d John Lenton

while officers were trying to shut
down an illegal music event attended
by around 300 people. In Glasgow,
64 people were issued with Fixed
Penalty Notices for attending an illegal
Halloween party. What are these
people like? we may ask ourselves.
Don’t they care about the possibility of
infection? Aren’t they worried about
the idea of finding themselves on a
ventilator? Or passing on the virus to
the rest of their family?
And yet, as Jo Ellison points out in that
same article, “As we hit winter, these
new curbs find us less conciliatory
and more selfish. Increasingly, our
decisions are made by the algebra of
self-rationalisation, rather than by
following the government’s advice…
We have a coffee in a friend’s garden
but we wash our hands carefully and
refuse to take the bus. We’re keeping
our cleaner on because, you know, they
wear a mask. I heard of one beautician
who is still planning on making house
calls, owing to her own interpretation
of the guidelines and the fact that her
clients are unafraid to book…”2. What
is going on? Why are we so much less
obliging, grateful, cautious and so
much more selfish and blasé than we
were first time around?
Part of it, I think, is that we don’t
much like being told to do things. We
like to have our own way and to be
in control of our own lives. The first
time around, we really believed that
our lives could be at risk from the

2 Ibid.
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virus, so most people were much more
compliant; but this time, despite the
fact that the vast majority of us have
no epidemiological qualifications,
we’re much less convinced that we
ourselves are under threat. Quite a
few commentators in our newspapers,
on TV or on social media are openly
sceptical about the effectiveness of
another lockdown in suppressing the
virus, especially given that infections
were already trending downwards
when the latest lockdown began. So
naturally, we pick up that scepticism
and apply it to ourselves because
it’s convenient, it suits our wishes –
although still with a bit of caution here
and there, just in case. It’s that Selfish
Gene flexing its muscles again.
The Bible, of course, knows all about
that gene. “We all, like sheep, have
gone astray. Each of us has turned
to our own way,” says the prophet
Isaiah. The apostle Paul agrees: “I do
not understand what I do. For what
I want to do, I do not do, but what I
hate, I do… For I do not do the good I
want to do, but the evil I do not want
to do – this I keep on doing.” And in
a cry of frustration, Paul concludes:
“What a wretched man I am! Who
will rescue me from this body that is
subject to death?”
Well, lockdown or no lockdown, the
Christmas season reminds us once
again that God gave us an amazingly
unselfish answer to Paul’s despairing
question, in the words of a muchloved carol:
“He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable
And his cradle was a stall.
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.”
May that Saviour’s presence be very
real to you and your loved ones this
Christmas and into 2021. May his
love, his grace and his truth fill your
home and hearts throughout this
special season, and protect you from
all harm in the New Year.

MEET THE NEIGHBOURS

N

one of us really knows
what Christmas will
be like this year. The
Bramley Show team have come
up with a lovely plan to ‘light up
Bramley’ again, to spread some
festive cheer. BM went to meet
the chair, Sue Howell.

trying to think of a way to do this,
while adhering to the recommended
Covid-19 restrictions. With Christmas
Fairs and associated activities in
doubt, nothing quite announces the
festive season like lights.
As this year has been quite difficult for
so many people, we wondered what
we could suggest that everyone could
join in with. Bramley is growing and
we really hope we can do something
to help create a community feeling by
joining in this event.

Sue, we’ve seen you’re planning a
‘Winter Wanderland’ around the
village this Christmas, tell us more!
I saw a random link on Facebook to
Window Wanderland, so I had
a look and was amazed when I saw
what has been happening around
the country. The imagination and
creativity have been astonishing and
the overall effects spectacular. So,
I thought ‘what about doing this in
Bramley at Christmas’?
Last year we had outdoor Christmas
tree lights – but the weather was pretty
awful! This event isn’t affected by wind
and rain.

Sue Howell

The idea is to create a picture or
image with a festive theme that can
be lit up when it gets dark. It could
be a simple candle arch light in the
window or a more complex picture
which is lit from behind.
“A Covid-safe way to connect
people, transforming streets
into magical outdoor galleries.”
If you fancy having a go, pop over to
the Bramley Show website where there
are some links you can follow, and a
report from The One Show.
It would be great if we could get
enough windows lit for families to go
for a walk, get some fresh air while
enjoying something Christmassy. We
will produce a map for people to follow
if there are enough registered entries.

What inspired you and the
Bramley Show team to do this?
Our new strap line is “bringing the
community together” and we were

You seem to be involved in so
many things in Bramley, what
brought you here?
I moved to Bramley to be nearer to my
children and grandchildren. Having
retired as an English teacher, I was
looking for ways to occupy my time.
One of my strengths is organising
events and moving has given me plenty
of opportunities to get involved with
life here.
The Bramley Show is such an
important annual event and I think
such traditions should be retained.
Of course, life is evolving and people
don’t have as much time to devote to
growing flowers and vegetables or the
garden space for this, so this is why
we introduced the Scarecrow Festival
and now the Christmas Online Show.
There are also lots of opportunities
for developing crafting skills. The
coronavirus permitting, we will be back
in August for the show, so keep a look
out. There is something for everyone to
join in with.

What are some of the things you
appreciate most about living here?
Although Bramley is growing, it still
retains a rural feeling. There are lots
of interesting places to explore nearby,
as well as being sufficiently close to
several major towns and their facilities.
There is a lot going on here and this
year has highlighted what a supportive
community it is.

Want to be part of Bramley’s
Winter Wanderland?
The Bramley Show website has all
the info you need:
www.bramleyshow.org.uk or the
Facebook page
or email: thebramleyshow@gmail.com
For window inspiration:
The Bramley Show team: Back L-R Linda Dove, Sue Howell, Gill Allsopp, Jan Wright, Christine Woodward
Front: Gary Allsopp, Gillie Edwards
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https://www.windowwanderland.com

OUR COMMUNITY
Bramley Parish Council
– December 2020
The Parish Council has continued
to meet via Zoom due to Covid
restrictions. We have also met online
on occasion with other organisations.
This has led to slower response times
from the relevant authorities when
issues have been raised.
The Parish Council website highlights
the St James’s Park developer issues,
which the Parish Council have been
pursuing for a considerable time. The
link to the timeline illustrates the
problems in ensuring agreements are
adhered to. www.bramley-pc.gov.uk/
st-james-park-developer-issues/
We are also pursuing Thames Water
regarding the capacity of the sewage
system. This has manifested itself,
particularly around the Centenary
Fields development, North Row and
Bromelia Close. A site meeting was
postponed due to lockdown but will be
re-scheduled as soon as permissible.
We will also cover surface water
drainage issues in the same area.
The eagle-eyed among you have
noted that Taylor Wimpey have not
followed the approved lighting plan

at the Bramley View site. This plan
was agreed with the Parish Council as
we were concerned at the amount of
illumination adjoining the conservation
area. Taylor Wimpey have agreed to
remove the un-approved lighting and
this should be actioned in the very
near future.
It has been suggested that part of
Bramley Green be encouraged to
become more of a “wild meadow.”
In conjunction with Stratfield Saye
Estate, the summer mowing of the
section south of Sherfield Road and
west of Lane End (adjoining Oliver’s
Cottage) was delayed until September.
The original idea was to collect the
grass cuttings in order to reduce soil
fertility and spread any seeds present.
This presented logistical and financial
problems. Local knowledge now
suggests that two cuts a year, early
and late, with the cuttings left where
they fall to self-seed, would have some
success. This works well on parts of the
green at Sherfield. Further talks are
ongoing with the estate to confirm
they have no objections to this plan
of action.
The Parish Council were pleased to
grant the Bramley School Association

   
     

£1000 towards playground and forest
school equipment. This enables more
play equipment to be available to the
various “bubbles” and will hopefully
make playtime more fun. We also
granted £1000 to the Royal British
Legion for this year’s Poppy Appeal
– a larger than normal donation in
recognition of the limitations they
face in fundraising this year due to
Covid-19.
The next Parish Council meeting will
be held on Tuesday 15 December at
7.30pm via Zoom. Further details will
be published on the Parish Council
website. www.bramley-pc.gov.uk

Clift Surgery
Please note - all Covid-19 related
work in the area - assessing potential
cases, treating existing ones - is now
being done at Old Basing surgery: Old
Basing Health Centre, Manor Lane, Old
Basing, Hampshire. 01256 868370
Volunteers wanted to help Clift
Surgery with possible Covid -19
vaccination programme. Contact
Keith.oborn@keble.oxon.org for
more information.
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LIFESTYLE
BRAMLEY WI
Last month, six members enjoyed a couple of walks; one
was around the golf course at Sherfield-on-Loddon and the
other along the canal at Odiham. Both times it was muddy,
but dry, and it was good to get out and have a proper chat
instead of one on Zoom!! We had lunch after both our walks,
the first at the White Hart and the second at the Waterwitch.

Six of us managed to have two committee meetings at the
Village Hall (socially distanced, of course) but the next one
will probably be on Zoom as we are in lockdown - very
strange times at the moment for everyone. We are hoping to
have a virtual Christmas party in December, fingers crossed!!
I hope everybody has a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year. Keep well and safe - hopefully 2021 will be a better
year for us all.

We had a craft morning at Pat’s just before the lockdown
and made Christmas puddings out of sequins. A number of
us are also busy making fairies to go around the village.

Jane Matthews

Bramley and Little London
Music Festival
Sadly, we have had to take the difficult decision to
cancel the Music Festival, which was scheduled to
take place in St James’ Church in June 2021. As things
stand, we can’t be certain that the event can be held
viably and safely. We can only meet our costs if we sell
all 150 seats in the church each night, and even if we
are back to normal by June, we imagine that a lot of our
usual audience will understandably be concerned about
sitting in close proximity to others for two to three
hours. We have had to make the decision now, before
we incur booking fees, printing costs, etc.
We are sorry to disappoint you and will let you know of
our future plans when things are more certain.
Rachel and Jonathan Barclay Smith

A group from the WI enjoy a walk in Sherfield-on-Loddon
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LIFESTYLE
The Bramley Show Latest News

Looking Back at 2020: From the Future
At I write this, we are just over a week into ‘Lockdown
2 – the Sequel’. Like many sequels, we are not enjoying it
as much as the original. No sunny evenings to go walking
around the village. Everyone is bored with banana bread.
And we can’t travel: at least not in the normal sense.
Christmas is rapidly approaching, but we are restricted
in what we can do to prepare. However, the legislation
does not prohibit travel in the fourth dimension, time, so I
jumped into my trusty time machine (remember that?) and
set the dials for 2100.

Our final event this year is the Christmas Online show, and
we hope that lots of you will take part. Entries are being
accepted now. The closing date is 8 December 2020 and the
results will be announced on 12 December at 2pm. NB: The
Christmas Creative Writing competition is now closed.
Please send your entries to entriesvirtualbramley@gmail.com

Adult Section
1. “Pets do Christmas” photo competition. Let’s see your
favourite Christmas pet – PEOPLE’S VOTE! NB: please
make sure that no animal is distressed in any way.

After a slightly bumpy ride, I set down in 2100 in Bramley,
now known as sector RG26, and opened up the doors. My
iPhone immediately spoke to me: ‘You are now upgraded to
iPhone 92 from your iPhone 7 – where have you been? All
upgrades are now software only downloads, so you do not
need to spend your credits on expensive new devices that
deplete our world’s increasingly scarce resources’. That was
interesting – things have changed in the future!

2. “Bramley at Christmas 2020” photo competition. Show
us what Bramley is doing this year. PEOPLE’S VOTE!!
3. Christmas Colour – decorated trees, wreaths, plants, etc.
4. A Christmas table decoration
5. A decorated Christmas cake

Bramley looked familiar: there was just less traffic. The
phone chirped again at me. It was a news item entitled
‘Covid 80’. The eightieth anniversary of the Covid virus that
had swept the world in 2020 was being commemorated,
because although it was a major struggle to get through at
the time, things changed because of it. The article made very
interesting reading. Unfortunately, it disappeared from my
phone as I returned to 2020, but I can reveal some of the
more interesting points.

6. A decorated gift
7. Christmas colouring – see website for downloadable picture

Children’s section
1. A hanging Christmas decoration
2. Christmas colouring – see website for downloadable picture
The Bramley Show has some exciting things planned for next
year and we look forward to sharing these with you in 2021.

Air quality became a major issue in 2020. Not because
it was poor, but because it became so good during the
first lockdown in the spring of 2020. This really drove
home the point that we are responsible for much of the air
pollution caused by our reliance on the internal combustion
engine. There was a brilliant spring in 2020, and as people
walked around for their daily exercise the fresh air was
often remarked upon. This was, the future article said, an
‘inflection point’ in our civilisation: the point at which the
drive towards electric vehicles became unstoppable in order
to clear the air.

Sue Howell

Lunch Club
Due to another ‘lockdown’ we were
unable to visit The Avenue Nursery, so
no early Christmas shopping!!
Recently, four of us went to The Coffee Shop in
Sherfield for lunch, which we all enjoyed. As it was
Breast Cancer Awareness Day, there was a raffle and
we all bought tickets. Surprisingly, we were very
lucky: two of us won prizes!

In a similar vein, the demise of every-day commuting for
office workers meant that traffic levels never recovered to
the levels before the Covid virus struck. There were many
changes because of this. Urban centres, where people used
to go to work five days a week, suddenly found that the cafes
and sandwich shops no longer had a clientele. But the places
where people actually lived, like our own village, became
more vibrant during the week. People working at home
would go out for a walk, have a coffee, meet for lunch. And
the offices in town centres that fell empty were re-purposed
as affordable apartments for young people, thus helping
to alleviate the housing shortage without the need to keep
gobbling up our green and pleasant land.

After their falls, we are happy to report that both
Vals are recovering from their broken arms and
Sheila is also feeling better.
We would like to thank Bramley WI for their very
kind donation in memory of Pat Jones. She was
a long-standing member of the lunch club, lately our
chairperson, and will be very sadly missed.
‘Happy Birthday’ to Jenny and Sandra, who both
have birthdays in December.
It seems we will not be able to enjoy Judy’s special
Christmas lunch this year. However, we would
like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and hope
you all have a Christmas which is as enjoyable as
possible in the current situation.

And the final thing I remember about the article – people
became nicer to each other. Random acts of kindness made
the news in many places, with people leaving, for example,
a bunch of flowers on a park bench with a little message
attached. The workers who could not work from home,
the ones who keep us safe and healthy and clean, were
appreciated far more than they had been.

Let’s hope 2021 will see us able to meet together
once again.
Hope everyone is keeping well.

As I stepped back into the trusty time machine, I hoped that
this was in fact the future that we have to look forward to.
Have a Happy and Safe Christmas, and a Hopeful New Year!

Happy New Year.
Freda Clark

Michael Luck
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LIFESTYLE
’Tis the season to recycle

Normal collection date

Festive collection date

Christmas can generate plenty of extra household waste and
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council is urging residents
to recycle more and waste less during the festive season.

Wednesday 23 December
Thursday 24 December 	
Friday 25 December 	
Monday 28 December
Tuesday 29 December 	
Wednesday 30 December
Thursday 31 December 	
Friday 1 January  	
Monday 4 January
Tuesday 5 January 	
Wednesday 6 January
Thursday 7 January 	
Friday 8 January

Wednesday 23 December
Thursday 24 December
Monday 28 December
Tuesday 29 December
Wednesday 30 December
Thursday 31 December
Saturday 2 January
Monday 4 January
Tuesday 5 January
Wednesday 6 January
Thursday 7 January
Friday 8 January
Saturday 9 January

There is no limit to how much you can recycle and any extra
recycling can be put in cardboard boxes or clear sacks next
to your green bin for collection. If you are recycling large
cardboard boxes, make sure they are flattened next to your
recycling bin and please remove the polystyrene and plastic
packaging before leaving cardboard out.
There are lots of items that can be recycled during the festive
season and all year round including cardboard packaging,
paper, newspapers and magazines, food tins, drinks cans,
aerosols and plastic bottles. Christmas wrapping paper
cannot be recycled and needs to go into your grey waste
bin. Christmas cards can be recycled but only if they do not
contain glitter, ribbons or bows. If you are unsure about
what can and can’t be recycled visit www.basingstoke.gov.
uk/recycle  or call the council on 01256 844844.
For a second year, garden waste customers will be able to
put their real Christmas trees out for collection with their
fortnightly garden waste. Christmas trees over 6ft need to be
cut in half and decorations must be removed. Real Christmas
trees can also be recycled at one of several drop-off points
across the borough between Saturday 2 January and Sunday
31 January 2021.
For more information visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
christmas-tree .
Christmas can also mean more glass recycling. Your glass
box or glass bin should be placed next to your green recycling
bin by 7am on your recycling collection day. All bottles and
jars should be rinsed out and any corks or tops removed.
Make sure you don’t overfill your glass box or bin as it will
not be emptied.
Please do not put bottles or jars out for collection in any
other container, they will not be collected. You can order a
140 litre red glass bin for £28.15 as an alternative to a box if
you have lots of bottles and jars to recycle. Order at 01256
844844 or visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/glassrecycling  for
more information.
This year bin collections will be affected over two weeks and,
unless adverse weather or lockdown restrictions affect bin
rounds, collections should return to normal from Monday
11 January 2021.
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OUR COMMUNITY

I

t has been an autumn term
full of fun, learning and
adapting to new ways of
living as a school community.
We have been incredibly
grateful to all of our school
community for their patience
and understanding as we have
made changes to increase
safety whilst on the school
site. We are also exceptionally
proud of our pupils, who
continue to demonstrate our
school values, and our staff
team who are finding new and
innovative ways to deliver an
engaging curriculum whilst
catching up on lost time.

Over the past couple of months we
have found new ways of working. Our
Governor meetings are conducted
through Zoom, our parents’ evenings
were delivered via the telephone and
our homework completed through an
online learning platform called Seesaw.
One of the other events which required
some problem solving was the delivery
of our Open Mornings for our 2021
intake. Choosing a school for your
child is challenging at its best, but
doing this without being able to enter
the school and meet the staff can feel
impossible. I can speak of this first
hand as my youngest is approaching
school age. Like other schools, we
were forced to rethink and provide the
Open Morning experience virtually.
This resulted in several of us gathering
photographs and snippets of film
footage which we handed over to Mr
Taylor (one of our teachers) to edit
into a 5 minute video. This provided
an opportunity to hear from some of
the staff, see the grounds and most
importantly, see the children in action.
We then hosted six online meetings
where we presented information about
the school and showed a video, which
hopefully provided the parents with an
idea of what we believe in as a school
and what to expect. The video is on
our website if you would like to view
it. Please remember that we are not
trained in television presenting or film
editing!
It has been fantastic having the
classrooms full of children once more

Year 5 enjoyed their Stone Age day

and everyone is beginning to get used
to the ‘new normal’. The children
in EYFS have continued to go from
strength to strength settling into
Bramley School life. Games have been
played to develop new friendships
and challenges have been given,
like practising the art of putting on
wellington boots and waterproof suits.
It is incredible how quickly sixty 4 and
5 year-olds adapt to their surroundings
and expectations when they start
school. This year’s cohort have endless
enthusiasm and excitement being in
school and they never fail to put a
smile on our faces.
In Key Stage 1, there has been no
let-up. Over the past couple of weeks,
Year 1 have been learning how they can
do their bit to save the planet, by doing
things such as turning off the lights
and taps, before going intergalactic
and learning all about Space! The Year
2 children recorded news reports about
The Great Fire of London; they shared
some of the facts they had learnt and
were confident in front of the camera…
we have some ready-made roving
reporters! They even went onto the
field to watch as we set fire to a row of
model houses (starting with the
bakery) so they could see how the
Great Fire of London spread.
The Year 3 and 4 corridor has been
transported through time this
term! Year 3 have been finding out
all about Queen Victoria for their
Victorians topic and even spent a day
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in a Victorian classroom (which was
quite a shock!). After this experience,
they decided they preferred present
day school as opposed to the very
different way of learning back then.
The Year 4 pupils went even further
back, to Roman times. They have been
learning all about Roman artefacts, the
Roman army and the social hierarchy
which existed. They are putting all of
their learning into action when they
experience their Roman Day later in
the term.
Year 5 have been enjoying a varied
curriculum this year ranging from
learning about the Stone Age to
exploring Space. The highlight so
far was the Stone Age day when the
children dressed in fake animal fur
from every type of mammal and made
hunting equipment to test out on
targets. In Year 6, the children were
fascinated to learn all about Charles
Darwin and used Google maps to
have a virtual tour of the Galapagos
Islands, where they could see giant
Galapagos tortoises, marine iguanas
and Sally Lightfoot crabs! The theme
of inspirational individuals continues
for the children as they research the
lives of some epic explorers.
In summary, not only does school
continue to be open, but the children
and staff continue to find new and
exciting ways to ensure that Bramley
C of E Primary remains a place full of
magical learning experiences.
Steve Moore

Elm Park Garden Centre
www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
Tel 01256 850587
Like and Share us on Facebook

Christmas Shop D Decorations D Gifts
Festive Tablewear D Wreaths D Lights
Artificial Christmas Trees
From late November freshly cut Christmas Trees
Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

All Seasons

Window
Cleaning

Reliably serving the
community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •
• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on
01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
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F

or many of us, the only barriers we face
on a regular basis are those at the level
crossing but, as Esi Hardy explains,
life can be more challenging when you are in
a wheelchair.

As a wheelchair user, I am used to barriers (things getting
in the way of me being able to live life the way I want to).
Most of these barriers are external to me, meaning that they
are caused by the outside world and not by my disability.
An obvious example of this is when I come across a flight of
stairs. Because I use wheels instead of legs, I cannot climb
stairs. However, it is not my disability that stops me from
getting to the thing on the first floor, it’s the fact that there is
no lift or alternative to getting there.
One barrier that I face every day in Bramley is caused by
people parking on the pavement. It happens all the time
and everywhere I go; outside the shop, outside my house,
on the way to the doctor’s surgery and many other places.
This means that I often have to get onto the road to pass the
offending car that is in my way. On the main road, in the
dark, this is quite dangerous. It also means that because
traffic is going past, I have to wait for a space to get onto the
road. This is one thing in the summer when the weather is
nice but in the winter when it is raining and freezing cold,
this is really not very pleasant.
On top of this, many a time when I request that the driver
think twice before parking on the pavement, they either
completely ignore me or respond with an incredibly
patronising and condescending comment like “Alright love,
keep your hair on”. This is not what I want to hear!
And this isn’t just an issue for me as a wheelchair user; if
somebody is walking with a pram or a buggy or even has
slightly limited mobility, their journey is impeded.
It is not enough to make assumptions that I can pass
through the narrow space that has been left for me. My
wheelchair is more bulky than it looks and due to my limited
dexterity, I cannot always guarantee that my hand will not
spasm and move from side to side. Although tempting at
times, I do not want to crash into your car and leave a dent
or scratch.
I do understand that there is not much provision for parking
in Bramley; this might be the subject of my second article!
However, we all do live here so all I ask is that people spare a
few minutes to consider how their actions affect others when
they are “just running in”.
Thank you!

If lawyers wrote carols
The Ilex aquifolium, together with the Hedera helix,
At the point that both of these evergreen vegetation
varieties reach their peak of maturity,
If one compares them to all the other single-stem, woody
perennial plants that typically occupy forested areas,
The Ilex aquifolium sports the diadem worn as a symbol
of sovereignty.
You may know it better as the Holly and the Ivy

15

REMEMBRANCE
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
BRAMLEY & DISTRICT BRANCH
(BR1848)

M

oving into lockdown meant that
St James Church and the Bramley
and District Branch of the Royal
British Legion had to find new ways of
commemorating Remembrance Sunday,
as Steve Day explains.

This year’s Remembrance Service on Sunday 8 November
2020 was a very different event than in previous years due
to government restrictions on Covid-19, coupled with the
move into a second national lockdown just days before
the service. However, the Church Community, led by the
Reverend John Lenton, sprang into action and with the help
of a number of people, we were able to produce a credible
semi-professional Remembrance Sunday Service broadcast
live on Zoom. The Branch Vice Chairman, Rhydian Vaughan
gave the Exhortation during the Act of Remembrance and I,
as Branch Treasurer, read the Kohima Epitaph just before
the end of the service. I will try below to recognise the others
who helped to make this service a reality.

The Branch Vice Chairman, Rhydian Vaughan, gives the Exhortation

Firstly, a big thank you to Andy Pinnock and his colleague
Luke who were able to manage the broadcast of the live
elements from the Church, perfectly mixed with other
elements of the service which they had pre-recorded as
soon as the lockdown was announced. Thank you to Ken
Payne, who used his expertise to provide the sound for the
recording, and Nathan Quelch, who managed the Zoom link
remotely. Thank you to Generations who, bolstered by Ann
and John Lenton, recorded the hymns at St James one week
before the lockdown. Thanks also to George Aitchison who
put together a wonderful montage of photos to accompany
Generations’ singing of Mansions of the Lord. Finally, a big
thank you to those who laid wreaths in the church, to Eileen
Gulston for reading In Flanders Fields, to Pam and Michael
Luck for putting up the poppy curtain, and to Selina Day
and Sophia Barclay Smith for reading the Bramley Roll of
Honour. There were many more people deserving of thanks
for the day, including all those who dialled into the service
on Zoom. A recording of the complete service was made and
is available for download should anyone wish to watch this.
Please contact me for details of how to access the recording.

Wreaths were laid on behalf of a number of local groups

The Covid-19 pandemic had a major impact on the Poppy
Appeal this year and our Branch was no exception. With
no door-to-door collections and no stall at the hospital due
to infection control, our total was significantly down on
last year. However, we rose to the challenge and by setting
up some pop-up stalls just before the national lockdown
and receiving some very generous donations from some
organisations and individuals, we were able to collect more
that we dared to hope for. The final total for the Bramley &
District Branch was £5488.06.

Tony Evans, Branch President and Standard Bearer, salutes the War Memorial

Finally, a very big thank you to everyone who helped in some
way to remember those service men and women who gave
their lives in the service of their country.
Steve Day – Branch Treasurer – 07341 552732
E-Mail: Bramley.Treasurer@rbl.community or
CrossHouseBramley@gmail.com
http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/
bramley-district

Eileen Gulston reads In Flanders Fields
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REMEMBRANCE

Thank you to George Aitchison
who took the photographs of
the pre-recorded parts of the
Remembrance Service and Jan
Wright who put together this
collage of Bramley Scout Group.

Selina Day (left) and Sophia Barclay Smith read the Bramley Roll of Honour

A lot of hard work went on behind the scenes. Here is Ken Payne
managing the sound system

The Bramley Scout Group would normally have formed a Guard of Honour outside St. James Church on Remembrance
Sunday, but sadly this was not possible. As we have done on so many occasions during this challenging time, we had to think
creatively, so here are representatives from Scouts, Cubs and Beavers, holding or wearing poppies, most of which they made
themselves in honour of the fallen.
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D

avid López Peña is a
young man from Spain
who has been staying in
Bramley during lockdown. As
an outsider he has recorded his
impressions of the village
and his UK adventure.
From my first day in this village, I
felt deeply amazed. You may wonder
why, but as many of you will already
know, Spain is generally a dry and
sunny country. Therefore, when I
arrived here, and I saw green wherever
I directed my gaze, I felt mesmerised.
After strolling a bit through the streets,
roads and footpaths, I could not help
feeling over the moon. The huge and
wonderful oak trees astonished me
by their impressiveness: I’m sure if
they were able to talk, they could tell
magical stories from the past about this
enigmatic and interesting country.
What also grabbed my attention
was the fact that many houses have
a private garden. I was pleasantly
surprised by the original and historic
buildings of the Victorian era, with
eye-catching geometric designs and
thatched roofs, their white-coloured
facades decorated with straight or
leaning wooden beams, painted in
black or white. Others were built with
red bricks, laid in smart patterns.
Likewise, I was captivated by the
beauty of Bramley’s surroundings: it is
a rural town embraced by fields, mainly
cereals such as wheat, but also other

SPECIAL FEATURE
organic vegetables planted by locals,
such as leeks, carrots, chard, onions,
potatoes, cucumbers and tomatoes.
Moreover, Bramley is closely connected
with nature through forested roads and
footpaths, small patches of forest and
little streams such as Bow Brook. This
nature connection is palpable with the
sight of birds, mammals, invertebrates
and arthropod species. Being able to
smell the particular fragrance of damp
earth, the nearby horses, the smoke
from the chimneys; to hear the mares
neighing for their foals, the birds
singing, crows cawing, red kites and
tawny owls circling and the pleasant
noises of tractors harvesting the grain
and chainsaws trimming the hedges,
comfort me and make me feel good.
These words may sound corny, but
my personal background and biologist
training are responsible for these
feelings and bond. I see nature in all its
splendour, as if I were in a Viking film
where huge flocks of crows fly in the
grey and rainy British days announcing
the opening of Valhalla’s gates, where
Freya sends rain storms to make
Bramley’s fields grow and become
green again.

only breathe air polluted by the cars
that travel its streets day and night.
Therefore, being in the environment
that Hampshire offers, is a privilege.
To finish, I decided to write about
U.K.’s brilliant insects because on the 2
October 2020 the Royal Mail launched
a colourful set
of new postage
stamps to show
its support for
our environment.
The new stamp
collection was
illustrated by the wildlife artist Richard
Lewington and they depict some
important pollinator insects. All of
them are adult flying insects that are

All of these experiences are small
privileges for me. Some months ago it
would have been unthinkable, coming
from a city where you can only hear
the hustle and bustle, traffic noise,
deafening car horns and ambulances
and police car sirens, or where you
see infinite built-up skylines and
tons of concrete buildings, where you

important for nature because they
feed on pollen, helping them to mate
and fertilise. Butterflies, bumblebees,
flies, wasps and beetles were chosen in
recognition of their positive roles for
botanical biodiversity and the rest of
the ecosystem’s trophic chain.

Struggling with an injury
or persistent pain?
Sport, occupational
and lifestyle injury
management
specialists
Physiotherapy ƔInjury Assessment and Rehabilitation ƔAcupuncture ƔSports Massage
Shockwave Therapy ƔSports Therapy ƔPre & Post Natal Physiotherapy

www.square-one.uk.com Odiham | Hannington 01256 541515
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Bramley is a cosy village surrounded
by crops of wheat, potatoes and broad
beans, and patches of different species
of plants, bushes and trees. Their
pollination depends on insects. Strolling
through Bramley’s streets or footpaths,
it is easy to see these insects sipping the
sweet and sugary flower substances.
A message to take away is try to use
as few chemical products as possible
in gardens and fields, to protect these
insects and our own wellbeing.

ƌŽƐƐ,ŽƵƐĞ
ƌŽƐƐ,ŽƵƐĞ
dŚĞƐĞĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚĐŚƵƌĐŚƌŽŽŵƐĂƌĞĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨŽƌƉƌŝǀĂƚĞŚŝƌĞ

dŚĞƐĞĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚĐŚƵƌĐŚƌŽŽŵƐĂƌĞĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨŽƌƉƌŝǀĂƚ

/ĚĞĂůĨŽƌĨƵŶĐƚŝŽŶƐƐƵĐŚĂƐďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇƉĂƌƚŝĞƐ͕ďĂƉƚŝƐŵƚĞĂƐ͕ŬĞĞƉͲĨŝƚ
ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕ǁĞĚĚŝŶŐƌĞĐĞƉƚŝŽŶƐ͕ďŽĂƌĚƌŽŽŵŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ
ĂŶĚĐůĂƐƐĞƐŽĨǀĂƌŝŽƵƐƐŝǌĞƐ͘
>ĂƌŐĞ,Ăůů͕ŵĂŝŶŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƌŽŽŵ͕ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌƌŽŽŵƐ͕ĨƵůůǇĞƋƵŝƉƉĞĚ
ŬŝƚĐŚĞŶ͕tŝͲĨŝ͘
&ŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĚĞƚĂŝůƐŽƌƚŽďŽŽŬƌŝŶŐ^ƚĞǀĞĂǇŽŶϬϳϯϰϭϱϱϮϳϯϮ
ŽƌĞŵĂŝůĐƌŽƐƐŚŽƵƐĞďƌĂŵůĞǇΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ

/ĚĞĂůĨŽƌĨƵŶĐƚŝŽŶƐƐƵĐŚĂƐďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇƉĂƌƚŝĞƐ͕ďĂƉƚŝƐŵƚĞĂƐ͕ŬĞ
ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕ǁĞĚĚŝŶŐƌĞĐĞƉƚŝŽŶƐ͕ďŽĂƌĚƌŽŽŵŵĞĞ
ĂŶĚĐůĂƐƐĞƐŽĨǀĂƌŝŽƵƐƐŝǌĞƐ͘

>ĂƌŐĞ,Ăůů͕ŵĂŝŶŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƌŽŽŵ͕ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌƌŽŽŵƐ͕ĨƵůůǇĞƋƵŝƉƉĞ
ŬŝƚĐŚĞŶ͕tŝͲĨŝ͘

Comprehensive Home Care

&ŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĚĞƚĂŝůƐŽƌƚŽďŽŽŬƌŝŶŐ^ƚĞǀĞĂǇŽŶϬϳϯϰϭϱϱϮϳ
ŽƌĞŵĂŝůĐƌŽƐƐŚŽƵƐĞďƌĂŵůĞǇΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ

At SureCare, we are passionate about delivering
quality domiciliary care services to individuals in the
comfort of their own homes.
Our services include:
• Assistance with daily
routines
• Washing, bathing and
dressing

• Help with eating and
drinking
• Support with medications
• Providing friendly
companionship

Get in touch to find out more
01256 700 299

enquiries@surecarenorthhants.co.uk

www.surecare.co.uk/northhants
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LIFESTYLE
Probus hears a story of
Tilting at Windmills
The book about Spaniard, Don
Quixote, who futilely attacked
the sails of windmills, has some
similarities with the experience of
Probus Club of Basingstoke member,
Dave Kitson.

See if you can work out the word or phrase from the clues.
They all relate to Christmas and the answers are on page 31

Some years ago, Dave and wife
Jennifer, bought a house in Kent
that had an interesting extension – a
windmill. Known as Stanford Mill it
had been built in 1857 as a corn mill.
By the time of their purchase the sails
had been removed but Dave thought
it possible to turn it into an annexe to
the house.
Some of the floorboards and ladders
were rotten or missing due to an
inherent problem of severe damp
in the mill. One day, when working
at the top of the mill, Dave thought
he heard someone coming up one
of the aluminium ladders he had
installed, but there was nobody there.
He descended via the same squeaky
ladder to the outside and then heard
the same noise. It came from a man
on an aluminium ladder painting the
outside of a house over 70 metres
away and yet in the mill it sounded
almost behind him.
Standing for so long and so high,
there were many occasions when
the mill came under some form
of attack. In the first World War a
passing Zeppelin dropped a bomb
splitting the brickwork on the
ground floor. A lightning strike blew
out many of the power sockets and
an earthquake failed to damage the
mill but separated some brickwork
on the house.
Selling the house, with a potentially
problem windmill, did not present
any difficulties, although the buyer
needed deep pockets if the mill was
to be brought back to some usable
condition. Windmills may stand
proudly on the landscape but, as Dave
Kitson will attest, they need bottomless
pits of money for their upkeep.
See www.probusbasingstoke.club

Knitting Club
Although we have not been able to meet for months, we
have continued knitting.  Jean was able to send three
bags of knitting to Knit for Peace, at the end of October.
This comprised 25 jumpers, 53 hats, 13 scarfs, 1 pair of
gloves and 18 blankets - so keep knitting!
We are running low on wool so if anyone has any double
knitting they can spare, please contact Jean on 07827
645531 to arrange collection.  Hopefully, it will not be too
long before we can get together again.
Judith Harris
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CROSSWORD/CODEWORD
Cryptic Crossword No: 44

5

See page 31 for the answers.

6
8
12
13
14
15
16
17
19
21
22
24

Grind tart for seasonal treat. (8)
Class number found to be somewhere in the region of thirty
less one pupil. (6)
Type of glass even found in summer. (7)
In sacrifices one sees cool treats. (4)
Asset named contained one likely to blow its top. (4)
Use secrecy to steal the goods within. (7)
As for all relatives intially being this distant. (4)
Following once in many a tale. (4)
A star does this. (8)
Drop in road for dish. (7)
Peels a fruit backwards for slumber. (6)
Mug nan arranged to find Billy the Kid say. (6)
Cash for M's secretary less a copper. (5)

CodeWord No: 30
See page 31 for the answers.

Across
2
7
9
10
11
14
17
18
20
23
25
26
27

Seasonal chocolate treat aflame ? (9,3)
Shot at rex for more. (5)
Victory trunk hesitant remark in city. (10)
Tonic or a natural at a party. (5)
Pin shapes to achieve a merry state. (9)
Standing so that all the union should start to realise. (6)
Result around the neck ? (3)
Is landing here going to find an atoll ? (6)
A ring rang about when organising. (9)
Various lamps are good for creating a song. (5)
Utensil mother and ruler combined for manufacturing. (10)
A profit repeated. (5)
Mates rip nose for copies. (12)

Down
1
3
4

Product to follow ice or be clotted. (5)
Reap confused rash vet. (7)
Vehicle sounds like it could kill. (6)

Each number represents a unique letter from the alphabet and
all 26 letters are used. Two letters are given to make a start.
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Butter Daisy

Little Apples

Halloween activities were in full swing
at Butter Daisy Nursery last month
as the children dressed up in their
favourite costumes… we had skeletons,
fairies, princesses and lots of witches!

We welcomed the children back
after half term to tales of a very
different sort of Halloween.
Instead of trick or treating and
Halloween parties, we had The
Pumpkin Trail and stay at home
haunted houses. Some of our children took part in
our treasure hunt, enjoying a lovely autumn walk and
collecting answers to our clues. This also raised much
appreciated funds for Little Apples and we are really
grateful to our hunters and the families and friends who
sponsored them.

We got stuck in with lots of cooking, making pumpkin
scones and cakes with our Nursery Cook Charlotte and
‘boo-nanas’ where the children practised cutting the
bananas up before dipping them in yoghurt and adding
raisin eyes.
We made a witch’s potion, adding food to our magical
black water and gave it lots of stirs as we said
different spells!

This half term, the children have thought about Bonfire
Night and made a countdown rocket, learning about
numbers, colours, shapes and prepositions. This week
we are making poppies for Remembrance Day and being
grateful for people who look after us. This is reflected
in our children’s hospital in the role play area, where
the children are dressing up as doctors and nurses and
exploring real first aid equipment while they care for the
poorly babies.

The children put their fine motor skills to good practice,
using tweezers to pick up tissue paper from a spider’s
web and collected it into pots. We developed our learning
further and repeated this with pictures of spiders as well.
Finally, we carved out our pumpkins, learning about
what is inside them. All of the children took turns to
help empty the pumpkins, taking out all of the seeds and
flesh: we thoroughly enjoyed squeezing and squelching
this through our fingers. Next, we carefully carved out
the pumpkin face, which was such a funny face we could
not help giggling. We then made one pumpkin into a
shape sorter; the children found this very intriguing and
named the different shapes as they pushed them into the
correct slot.

We will also be exploring Diwali, the Hindu festival of
light and the characteristics of winter, before we move
onto our Christmas preparations. Like Halloween, these
will also be very different due to lockdown. Unfortunately,
families won’t be able to come in for our usual nativity
play and Father Christmas won’t be able to visit, but we
intend to make it fun nonetheless, with a Christmas party
for the children and a Christmas dress-up day.

If you are interested in coming to visit the Butter team
please call on 01256 882515 or visit our website for more
information www.mydaisynursery.com

We were unable to have visitors during lockdown but
we hope this might be relaxed in December, so if you
would like to arrange a visit or find out about pre-school
funding, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Please contact us on 07598 588460, manager@
littleapples.org or visit our website: www.littleapples.org
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OUR COMMUNITY
News from The Priory
Primary School
We’ve had a busy start to the year
at the Priory and are absolutely
delighted to welcome our pupils
and staff back into the full swing of
Priory life.
We have been focussing on our
second core value - the value of
positivity - and what better time to
focus on all the good that is present
in our lives, rather than focusing
on the change and uncertainty that
is occurring in the world at the
moment. The children have talked
about generating positivity in others
and have looked at a book by Carol
McCloud who says we should fill up
our invisible buckets with happiness
and positivity. Pupils have all been
given ‘positivity tokens’ to give
to people who ‘fill their buckets’.

It has been lovely to see children
recognising and rewarding positive
behaviour in each other.
Every school during this lockdown
has had to think very carefully about
how to keep community events and
fundraising ventures going. The
usual school Christmas markets are
not possible and schools have had to
be very inventive in order to generate
some revenue and keep a sense of
community alive.
At the Priory Primary
school we will be
holding our first
integral Enterprise Cup
- an opportunity for
each class to work as a
team in order to design
and create a Christmas
item to sell through
the school’s new PTA website. This
online Christmas Market will allow

parents to order the items being
created in school. The challenge for
each class is to make the most profit.
Many discussions have already been
held with the children on pricing
structures, sales patterns, marketing
and advertising. The class who make
the greatest overall profit from the
PTA’s initial investment of £25 per
class will go on to lift the coveted
Enterprise Cup.
The Priory Primary school will
make the Enterprise Cup an annual
tradition, however, our hope is that
next year we will be able to sell
our wonderful Christmas products
directly to our school community.
Stay safe and best wishes from the
pupils, staff and governors.
Mike Stewart
Headteacher

The War Horse
outside the Plough
in Little London
was decorated for
Remembrance Day
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BEAUTIFUL BRAMLEY

T

his is a photo taken on the path from
Barefoot Farm, looking across the field
towards Lavell’s Farm. It’s one of the
many footpaths we have in Bramley, but have
you ever wondered how they got there? John
Stubbs is always on the right path, so he’s the
man to explain more.

The Land Enclosure Acts, for better or worse, meant that
the routes became more fixed, as fields and boundaries were
marked out, and many small-holders lost their land.
The pattern of pathways that we now have, therefore, tends
to link the more local destinations – few people hiked long
distances for the fun of it. We see paths radiating from the
church, the school, the inns and such; everyday routes that
anyone could use, and which would have pre-dated enclosure
so quite often they ran across the newer land ownership
boundaries. Nowadays, where there’s a Right of Way, the
landowner has to keep access reasonably clear: elsewhere,
of course, fences, gates and so on will be used, and access
will be controlled. Even on a public footpath, the Right of
Way over private land doesn’t allow much more than free
passage. It’s ok to walk the dog, but probably not to have a
picnic, and of course littering or dogs around livestock can
be a real problem. Dogs have been selected as cosy human
companions over some ten thousand years. Farm livestock
won’t necessarily know this – they sense a carnivore that
may run as a pack and could be a danger, particularly to their
young. And, of course, they have individual characteristics –
some brave, some shy, some aggressive, some curious, and
some may just be having had a bad day.

It’s a fair bet that over these past months, Bramley’s
footpaths will have seen a lot more feet than they might
have done in more normal times. That’s great, of course –
it’s what they’re there for. In the parish we’ve got around
a dozen footpaths and bridleways with public right of way,
through woods and farmland: that’s pretty normal, but how
did they come about?
Throughout the country there are lots of ancient trackways,
though the sort of rural paths we see round here are
probably not so old. Bramley has the route of a Roman
roadway passing up from the south to Silchester: this was
a main route from Chichester and it met the Winchester
to Silchester Roman road at what was, at one time, named
Halls-in-the-Hole, just a mile south of Calleva Atrebatum.
Originally an iron age town, Calleva became one of the
largest trading centres in the south of England – and with
Chichester as one of Rome’s main entry ports, the route
must have carried a whole lot of traffic, a sort of early
M2. Nowadays, there’s not a trace of the roadway; it’s
a dotted line on the maps, and only just merits a token
acknowledgement on developers’ plans.

In the case of our village, there are some exceptions from
the normal pattern of footpaths. In the middle of the 19th
Century, GWR took up the plan for a rail link between
Basingstoke and Reading, one snag being the fact that the
easiest route would have run the rails straight through
Stratfield Saye, not a clever option at the time, all things
considered. The alternative was to loop round to the west
of the hill south of Mortimer, bringing the lines just a mile
from the then Bramley village centre, and the station was
added come 1895. This changed the whole shape of Bramley
– a new Six Bells hotel was built nearby, the main entrance
echoing that of the original Six Bells near St James’ Church,
and the school moved from adjacent to the church to its
present location in 1959. The shops followed over the years
but, of course, the footpaths didn’t. Another radical factor
forming the village was the advent of the Army’s Central
Ammunition Depot, now the Bramley Training Area. The
Ordnance Survey maps still mark a Right of Way from one
side to the other – but it’s ‘restricted’, with no access, and has
been for the last hundred odd years. One day, perhaps.

As a modest farming settlement, Bramley had roads linking
to the market towns of Basingstoke and Reading from
medieval times, meandering between the big estate houses
like The Vyne, Beaurepaire and Stratfield Saye. These roads,
however, wouldn’t have been very popular as footpaths –
farm waggons drawn by heavy horses would have made them
muddy or dusty, rocky, potholed and often flooded, hence
best avoided. If you had strong leather boots, you’d be lucky
– wooden pattens were a more available choice of footware,
though heavy and hard work over any distance. On foot,
if you needed to get somewhere, you’d probably do better
to find a way across-country as best you could, rather than
following the roads. Before land enclosure, around the end of
the 18th Century, footpaths would have been quite flexible,
as it were – summer paths different from winter, routes
changed depending on what crops were growing, whose
land it was, and where the ponds and farm animals were.

Essential information on country walks is given at: https://
www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-countryside-code
Details of Rights of Way are at: https://row.hants.gov.uk/
standardmap.aspx
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INFORMATION
Whilst many Christmas presents will be
forgotten as soon as they have been unwrapped,
there is a festive gift that can make a big
difference – leaving a legacy to a charity.
Three quarters of Britons regularly give to
charity in their lifetimes, but only 6% include a
charity when writing a Will.

Leave a gift
for charity

Without this source of income many charities
would have to cut important services and some
could not exist.
Lucy Watson, who heads the Wills and Probate
team at Phillips Solicitors, said: “Charities rely
on both regular donations and legacies in Wills
to be able to continue their good work. Leaving
money to charity in your Will can make a huge
difference and what a wonderful way to ensure
that your legacy lives on after you’ve gone.”
“It is especially important to think of charities
at the moment when so many of their normal
fundraising avenues have been cancelled with
the coronavirus pandemic.”

“If your estate is large enough to be chargeable
to inheritance tax, gifts to charity will reduce
not just the overall amount of tax paid by the
rest of your estate but also the rate of tax,
resulting in your family getting the most of their
inheritance,” explained Lucy.
“If you are looking to leave money to a charity
you may well consider Sebastian’s Action Trust,
which is Phillips’ charity of the year.”
Sebastian’s Action Trust provides emotional,
social and ongoing support for seriously ill
children and children with life limiting illnesses
as well as their families.
It also offers respite holidays to families from
all over the UK at The Bluebells – the Trust’s
unique facility in North Waltham, just outside of
Basingstoke.
For help in leaving a charitable legacy, or for any
other Wills and Probate issues, please contact
Lucy by emailing lucy.watson@phillips-law.
co.uk or by calling 01256 854646.

Donations can be as small or as large as you
wish, as every gift makes a difference. A
gift made to a UK registered charity is also
inheritance tax free.

Lucy Watson

More information about the wide range of legal services offered by Phillips Solicitors,
can be found at www.phillips-law.co.uk
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
Electrical

Plumbing

Painting

Decorating

Doors & Gates

Outbuildings

Steve Canning
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)
steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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WHAT’S ON
Mondays

Thursdays

Badminton

Village Hall

Petite Dance

Bramley & Romans Floral
Society 1st Thursday

Sherfield on Loddon
Village Hall

Village Hall

Dance Club

Primary School Hall

Hipp Pilates

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Lunch Club 2nd Thursday

Cross House

Pilates 9am

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates

St Stephen’s Hall

Cubs 6.30-8pm

School Hall

WI 2nd Thursday

Village Hall

Trail Runners 7.3opm

Clift Meadow car park

Yoga for Sleep and Stress
1st Thursday

Village Hall

Perform 5.45pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hatha Yoga 6.30-7.30pm

Cross House

Pregnancy yoga 6.30pm

Village Hall

Tuesdays
Parish Council Meetings
3rd Tuesday of the month

Bramley Room,
Village Hall

Badminton

Village Hall

Bell Ringing 8pm

St James’s

Karate

Primary School Hall

Petite Dance

Village Hall

Slimming World

Brocas Hall

Short Mat Bowls

Village Hall

Tuesday Club

St Stephen’s Hall

Fridays

WG Pilates 9.15 – 10.15am

Cross House

Hatha Yoga 9.30-10.45am

Cross House

Pilates 9.30am

Brocas Hall

Muddy Fingers 10:00 - 10:50am

Brocas Hall

0-5 Toddler Group 10.15 - 11.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 11.30am

Clift Meadow Pavilion

WG Pilates 6.45 – 7.45pm

Cross House

Hipp Pilates 1.30-2.30pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Walking 4 Fitness & Friendship
6.50 for 7pm (March-Sept)

Clift Meadow car park

Perform 3.30pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hipp Pilates 7-9pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Beavers 6.30pm - 7.30pm

School Hall

Table Tennis - 7pm

St Stephen’s Hall,
Little London

Saturdays

Activ8 youth club
Years 3,4,5 and 6: 4pm - 5.30pm Brocas Hall
Years 7 8 and 9: 5.30pm - 7pm
Beavers 6.30pm - 7.30pm

School Hall

Petite Dance 6.45pm

Village Hall

Hipp Pilates 7-8pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Petite Dance

Wednesdays
1st Bramley Brownies

Village Hall

Guides 7.30pm

Village Hall

Rainbows

Village Hall

Scouts

Primary School Hall

WG Pilates 9.15 – 10.15am

Cross House

Caterpillar Music 9.45am

Village Hall

Sundays
See page 5 for Church services at St James’s Bramley
Do you have a listing on this page? If so, please
can you check that the details are correct and let
me have the timings if they are missing.
Any corrections or additions can be emailed to
editor@bramleymagazine.org.uk
THANK YOU

Bramley Tea and Coffee morning
Clift Meadow Pavilion
10-11.30am
Pilates 6.30pm & 8.30pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Yoga with Sam 6.45pm & 8pm

Brocas Hall

Trail Runners 7.30pm

Clift Meadow car park

Village Hall
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Contact Details for Village Clubs and Organisations
Organisation

Name

Tel No

Email

WHAT’S ON
Remarks

Parish Council

Maxta Thomas

Clift Meadow

Eileen Gulston

www.bramleypc.co.uk
07810 692486
parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk
881125
e.e.gulston@gmail.com

Cross House

Steve Day

07341 552732 crosshousebramley@gmail.com

Bookings
Bookings

Village Hall

Catriona Hayward

07464 749997 Bookings@bvht.org.uk

School Hall

Alison Tarrant

881339

Activ8 Youth Club

Colette Bibby

Badminton

Jane Matthews

881647

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts

Jodie Saunders

881113

Terry Cooper

881102

Julie Belam

07711 339306

Bramley United FC

Mick Walsh

jodie@bramley-scouts.org.uk
info@bramleyoutofschoolclub.com
www.bramleyoutofschoolclub.com

07802 912615/
michael.p.walsh@openreach.co.uk
01256 881241
07787 166924 Visit us on Facebook

Caterpillar Music

Katie Slater and
Jayne White
Jasmine McCarthy

07952 935021 jasmine.mccarthy@caterpillarmusic.com

Country Music

Roy Seymour

07917 744780

Floral Society

Joyce Rawlinson

889040

Guides

Ailsa Stockwell

07584 676931

Hatha Yoga

Jacqui Morris

07539 432228 jacqui.morris28@gmail.com

Hipp Pilates

Jo Kemp Williams
Jo Whatley & Sian
Davies
Chris Woodward

07557 412400 jo.kemp-williams@outlook.com

Brownies

Little Apples
Lunch Club
Muddy Fingers

07545 319342 bramley.brownies@gmail.com

07598 588460 manager@littleapples.org
884065

Perform
Petite Dance

Louise Pain

07877 890673 misslouise.petite@outlook.com

Pilates

Heather Lewis

07785 254313 hsfitnessuk@mac.com

Pilates

Kelly James

07789 487499 kkellyjames@aol.com

Pilates (WG Pilates)

Wendy Gill

07961 102535 wendygill44@yahoo.co.uk

Royal British Legion

Rhydian Vaughan

07774 681516

Short Mat Bowls

John & Pauline Walker 881065

Slimming World

Casey

sidebysidedogtraining@gmail.com
www.sidebyside-dogtraining.co.uk
07950 838937 ww.slimmingworld.co.uk

St Stephen’s Hall

Doreen Quilter

850394

Thula Mama

Rebecca Cooch

07971 798945 rebecca.cooch@gmail.com

Trail Runners

Richard Perkins

richardperkins@yahoo.com

Walking 4 Fitness
& Friendship

Julie Wilson

juliebelam12@gmail.com

WI

Pat Cole

Yoga

Mark Golding

0-5s club

Olivia Shepherd

Side by Side Dog Training Carolann Dyson

Now Weds only
No children please

Lauren Dotor Cespedes 07775 594463 info@muddyfingersgardenclub.co.uk
www.naturallyyoga.co.uk
Samantha Webber
07713 349227
sam@naturalnook.co.uk
Gemma Payne
07825 916496 gemmapayne@perform.org.uk

Naturally Yoga with Sam

Bookings

colette@bdyc.org.uk

Bell Ringers
Bramley Out of School
Club/Holiday Club
Bramley Volunteer Drivers

Not for bookings

07779 121440

doreen.quilter@btinternet.com

881715

gpcoles37@gmail.com
goldingyoga@gmail.com
07969 890722
goldingyoga.com
07976 131638 Omshep@outlook.com
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Bookings
Bookings

See Facebook:
Walking 4 Fitness
& Friendship

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS
To advertise in the classified section and reach
2000 homes in and around Bramley for as little
as £2 per line, contact: Keith Dilliway
bram.mag.adverts@gmail.com
Traditional Plasterer (Dave): All aspects of plastering.
Small works welcome 07958 670774 - 01256 364991
Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home
Fay Curtis 07780 664410 www.faycurtis.co.uk
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
Cryptic Crossword No: 44 Solution

CHRISTMASLOG
EXTRA
WINCHESTER
MIXER
HAPPINESS
STATUS
TIE
ISLAND
ARRANGING
PSALM
TOOLMAKING
AGAIN
IMPERSONATES

FREE

Down

COMPREHENSIVE
WARRANTY

Across

7 YEAR

2
7
9
10
11
14
17
18
20
23
25
26
27

CREAM
HARVEST
SLEIGH
MINCEPIE
LESSON
FROSTED
ICES
ETNA
STEALTH
AFAR
UPON
TWINKLES
LASAGNE
ASLEEP
GUNMAN
MONEY

 Fully insulated
 Custom made & British built
 Free no obligation quotations
 Best Price Guarantee
 Free 7 year warranty

Fitting Garage
Doors since 1995

1
3
4
5
6
8
12
13
14
15
16
17
19
21
22
24

Roller Garage Doors Centre

CodeWord No: 30 Solution

ŝŶĨŽΛƌŽůůĞƌŐĂƌĂŐĞĚŽŽƌƐĐĞŶƚƌĞ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

T. 01256 962660
Roller Garage Doors Centre
(Part of Access and Security Systems Ltd)

Manufactured by SWS UK

www.rollergaragedoorscentre.co.uk

^ŚŽǁƌŽŽŵ͗hŶŝƚϳĂĐĐŚƵƐ,ŽƵƐĞ͕ĂůůĞǀĂWĂƌŬ͕ůĚĞƌŵĂƐƚŽŶ͕Z'ϳϴE

18 Presents under the tree

9 Peace on Earth

17 Noel Noel

8 White Christmas

16 Holy Days

7 Festive Season [Cs on]

15 Tinsel [ t in sel]

6 Frankinsense

14 Wrapping paper

5 Turkey Leftovers

13 Opening presents

4 Mincepies [mints pies]

12 Kisses under the mistletoe

3 Snowball

11 Twelfth Night

2 Mixed Nuts

10 Season’s Greetings

1 Midnight Mass

Christmas Dingbat Answers
Disclaimer: Bramley Magazine is intended to provide readers with
information they may find useful and of interest. We take all reasonable
steps to keep this information current and accurate, but errors can occur.
The editor reserves the right to make changes to any contributions.
Bramley Magazine is not responsible for and does not endorse any
advertising, products, or opinions expressed in this publication and shall
not be liable to any party as a result of information published herein.
All photographs are included with kind permission and may not be
reproduced.
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