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Whilst we are happy to publish items and opinions in this magazine it should be 
noted that the views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily endorsed 
by the Editorial team. Readers should also make their own enquiries about, and 
assessment of, claims and services made by advertisers in this magazine.

Ted Wilkinson    SSJ Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator

In 1982 when I came to Sherborne St John it was a very peaceful place 
with absolutely no mindless vandalism or anti-social behaviour which has become 
so regular now.  There were occasional burglaries which were invariably down to 
outsiders. So it remained for many years but in the last two to three years we have 
seen an upsurge of low level criminal activity. 

The most recent event discovered on 11th January was ripping up part of 
the Chute Recreation Ground turf by use of a motor scooter which was 
then taken to the remote side of the ground and set fire to. It really grieves 
me to think of the time and effort which Terry Buller and his dedicated 

helpers have put in creating a fine playing surface, to be used by all of us, only for a 
few to get a little fun  from its destruction.

The catalogue of such events includes uprooting a tree on the Green, destroying 
numerous competition scarecrows in September 2016, knocking on doors very late 
at night, damaging the front door of a house, entering another house and taking 
property; the list goes on…….

These acts are not simply high jinks to be shrugged off; they are crimes and when 
the perpetrators are caught, as they surely will be, these people will end up with 
criminal records. It is my belief that these are not random acts by persons passing 
through the village but the work of a couple of adolescents living here. If I am right 
then some other resident(s) must be aware of who is loitering about late at night 
and also possibly where the scooter might have been used or kept shortly before Jan 
11th.

If you can offer any information however small it may help to form a bigger picture 
so please report it. You could do so completely anonymously by calling Crime 
Stoppers on 0800 555111 or by using the police non-emergency number 101.

ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com  850891

The recent death has been announced of Julian Crawley. 

Julian and his family moved to Sherborne St John in 1987 and immediately felt 
“at home”.  Julian took great interest in the village and for many years was part 
of the Parish Council, and afterwards on the Neighbourhood Plan Committee.  
He loved the village and worked tirelessly for the benefit of its residents.   
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March 2018
5 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
5 Pelican Film Society, The Big Sick, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
6 SSJ Women’s Fellowship - Trekking in Nepal,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
12 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, Pamber Heath Memorial Hall 7.30pm
15 Pamber NP Steering Committee, Pamber Heath Memorial Hall 7.30pm
19 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, The Lavender Fields – Tim Butler, Kempshott Village Hall 7.30pm
19 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
24 Artisan Market,  Sherborne St John Village Hall 11.00am-3.00pm
26 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm

April 2018
2 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
3 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – Talk & Head Massage Demonstration,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
5 Royal Airforce Centenary Celebration & Service, Basingstoke War Memorial , Civic Offices 11am
7 Jumble Sale for Rainbows, Brownies & Guides, SSJ Village Hall,  donations from 12 0’clock 2.00pm
9 Pelican Film Society, Goodbye Christopher Robin, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
9 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, St Stephen’s Hall,  Little London 7.30pm
16 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Growing Veg without a Garden – Kelvin Mason, Kempshott V H 7.30pm
16 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
23 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
26 Pamber NP Steering Committee, St Stephen’s Hall, Little London 7.30pm
28 Basingstoke Ladies Choir concert, Carnival Hall, Basingstoke in aid of St Michael’s Hospice
30 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

May 2018
1 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – Make Do & Mend,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
14 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
14 Sherborne St John Parish Council AGM, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
14 Pamber Parish Council Meeting AGM, Pamber Heath Memorial Hall 7.00pm
14 Pelican Film Society, Loving Vincent, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
21 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
21 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Roses – David May, Kempshott Village Hall 7.30pm
28 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

June 2018
4 Pelican Film Society, World’s Fastest Indian, The Ark Conference Centre, Guests welcome £6 7.30pm
5 SSJ Women’s Fellowship – Yoga for Over 60s,  SSJ Village Hall  2.00pm
11 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am
11 Pamber Parish Council Meeting, St Stephen’s Hall,  Little London 7.30pm
17 (Sunday) Sherborne St John Village Fete, Village Green & Village Hall,  Sherborne St John 2.00pm – 4.00pm
17 Basingstoke Ladies Choir Cream Tea concert, venue to be confirmed
18 Basingstoke Horticultural Society, Woodland Crafts & Ind  – Tim Winter, Kempshott Village Hall 7.30pm
25 Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion.  (Planning meeting 7pm) 7.30pm
25 60+ Coffee Morning at SSJ Village Hall   ALL VERY WELCOME 10.00-11.30am

Future Events
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Issue re:  Footpath 502 (from Bob’s 
Farm SSJ heading North West)  
Letter from owner of 
Mill House, Harry Clarke                 
harryclarke@me.com
The previous copy of the Villager 
contained brief mention of the proposal 
that we have put forward to the County 
Council to divert part of the current 
route of Footpath 502 (which runs 
North West from Bob’s Farm on Vyne 
Road on the Eastern edge of the village).  
The diagram, given by the Parish 
Council, outlined the new routing which 
is being considered by County but 
didn’t explain why we, the sponsors of 
the proposal, thought that it had merit.  
We therefore felt it might be helpful to 
everyone to share our reasons. 

In the past, the existing route gave 
pedestrian access from both the North 
and South to the corn mill that used 
to lie on the Eastern edge of the village 
centre.  That mill fell into ruin just over 
100 years ago. As a recreational path, 
the current alignment is not necessarily 
ideal for the following reasons:   

i) To prevent the escape of livestock 
there is a kissing gate (or two if you 
are then heading onward to the 
Vyne) along the current route which 
can limit progress for walkers with 
pushchairs or those who have a 
mobility impairment.  There will be 
no gates or other structures on the 
proposed new path.

ii) The current low-lying middle 
section runs right through the 
domestic setting of our home - Mill 
House.  Aside from anything else, 
we know, from both observation 
and conversation, that some find 
the intrusive nature of the footpath 
off-putting.  As an example, we have 
noted unfamiliar walkers, who have 
approached the house down the 
footpath, pausing and turning back, 
presumably in the belief that they 
should not be within a domestic 
setting. The new path bypasses the 
area immediately in front of our 
house and removes any feeling of 
intrusion.

iii) Our field, in to which the lower part 
of the footpath runs, is used annually 
for bringing-on young cattle in the 

grass-growing season. They are 
large inquisitive animals and some 
walkers understandably can feel 
wary of them particularly when they 
are in the company of a dog.  The 
diversion gives those heading to, or 
coming from, the North the ability 
to avoid this field completely. 

iv) We keep and breed sheep. When 
moving them between pastures 
we inevitably need to use the land 
around our house through which 
the path currently runs.  We are 
concerned every time we do this 
for the well being of our stock.  
Regrettably some (but admittedly 
a very small minority of) footpath 
users have demonstrably shown 
themselves unable to keep their 
dogs under control.  The diversion 
allows us to secure this area 
removing the risk that dogs and 
sheep will be in conflict.

v) Despite our surrounding gardens, 
the current routing of the footpath 
obliges us to have a fence directly 
outside our house to prevent 
opportunistic straying.  We would 
much prefer not to have this fence, 
if we’re frank, but you would be 
surprised the extent to which, even 
with it in place, passers-by have 
chosen to walk boldly off route.  

vi) Finally, a footpath is not just for 
daytime.  It gives everyone legitimate 
right of access during all hours of 
darkness as well and we are not 
allowed to challenge anyone or stop 
them.  Purely from the point of 
security we would prefer it routed 
further away from our family home.

We want to make it plain that we 
genuinely enjoy the responsibility we 
have for the four footpaths or sections 
of footpath that run across our land at 
Mill House.  In particular the popular 
one running from the trip-trap bridge 
heading to the Vyne.  It is only in 
the case of footpath 502 that we are 
proposing a change.  

The re-routing that we propose would 
create a pleasant and wide path usefully 
free of the impediments of cows, gates, 
and traffic. If you do have the time to 

walk the current route, the new path is 
easy to spot, and the gate and barrier 
at either end are just there while we 
allow the grass to fully establish. Being 
on higher ground, the new path enjoys 
better views and gentler gradients. Both 
the proposed and existing routings lie 
wholly on our land.   

We appreciate that applications seeking 
to alter public rights of way can be 
concerning to our fellow villagers who 
are either familiar with or use the current 
path.   We are therefore grateful if you 
could help by sharing both our reasoning 
and our desire to create a revised route 
that remains as enjoyable and practical 
for our community as a whole.

If your readers have any views, would 
like more information, or would be 
supportive of this alteration, please 
do email me or drop a note to Mill 
House.  l will forward your thoughts to 
Hampshire County Council who are 
co-ordinating the current stage of the 
consultation process.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Letter from John Cooper 
to SSJ Parish Council           
johnnicholascooper@gmail.com
I would like to voice my concern 
regarding the proposed diversion of 
footpath 502 published in the February 
Villager, past Mill House and the old 
Mill watercourse.

It would be so sad to close off the old 
drovers’ road from Vyne Road to the 
meadows. If this was diverted, the 
public would no longer be able to 
walk and enjoy this part of the village 
history. In my view this action would 
turn this public right of way into 
additional private property for the Mill 
House owners, adding huge value to 
the property when it was bought in the 
knowledge it had a public right of way 
over the land.

One further point, the drovers’ road was 
wide enough for access to the meadows 
for cattle and agricultural vehicles, 
which I had been using, and the new 
proposed path would not be wide 
enough to allow this access.     

I am deeply opposed to this proposal.
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Church Matters March

Easter is a time of joy.  However well 
or dimly we appreciate the great event 
which Easter is all about, we are all aware 
that there is something to rejoice about.  
“Happy Easter” we say to one another 
and, perhaps, we send a card, ‘though 
nothing like as many as at Christmas, 
or even, possibly, Valentine’s Day or 
Mothering Sunday, each of which is a 
wonderful gift to the Greetings Card 
industry!

It may then surprise you to know 
that the experience of the disciples 
around the first Easter Day was one of 
disappointment.  The women who went 
to the tomb on that first Easter morning 
were disappointed that they did not 
find the body of Jesus there1.  They had 
come to anoint it.  The two disciples who 
walked away from Jerusalem on that first 
Easter evening were disappointed men.  
“We had hoped that he was the one who 
was going to redeem Israel2” they said; 
“we thought he’d boot the occupying 
Romans out – but he didn’t – in fact he 

didn’t even seem interested in doing so.”  
It’s all been a failure - a flop.

We all know what it is to be disappointed 
in life.  When things don’t turn out as 
we hoped or expected disappointment 
is the natural reaction.  We had hoped 
for such a bright outcome and it doesn’t 
happen.  We thought everything would 
go our way and it doesn’t.  Even though 
we ought to have made allowances for 
something going wrong we somehow 
failed to do so.  And Christians are not 
immune to that kind of reversal.  We 
have no insurance policy protecting us 
from encountering the problems and 
upsets of life. What we do have is the 
promise of God that he will use all these 
apparent set-backs for the good of those 
who love his Son3.

Within a very short space of time we 
see this happening to the confused 
disciples.  First Jesus appeared to them 
in a miraculous body, a body continuous 
with his natural body, but a body now 
crucified and risen and transformed into 
the new body, the body that belongs to 
the life of the resurrection.

Second Jesus spoke to them.  In fact 
with every “resurrection appearance” 
of the risen Jesus it is actually what he 
says that is the most important thing.  

This is a striking fact.  We might have 
expected the gospel writers to major on 
what the resurrection body was like but 
no, their focus is on the word of Jesus to 
his confused disciples.  So he explained 
the witness of the whole Bible (for them 
the “Old Testament”, from Moses to 
Malachi).  He showed them that the 
Christ (the King) had to suffer – it was 
God’s plan.   

It was this word which literally turned 
them round.  “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he talked with 
us on the road and opened the Scriptures 
to us?”4 they asked each other and 
they got up and went straight back to 
Jerusalem.

And ultimately it is God’s Word, the Bible, 
read prayerfully, in dependence upon 
the Holy Spirit,  that will turn us round 
when we face disappointments of various 
kinds.  Please do not misunderstand; I 
am not suggesting the sort of superficial 
reading which opens the Bible at random 
and picks a verse off the page, but rather 
a steady opening of our hearts and 
minds to the Spirit of God to teach us 
understanding of the Word of God as 
we read it regularly day by day.  That 
will not remove our disappointments 
or difficulties but it will enable us to see 
them from God’s perspective. And we will 
gain a gospel centred hope which will not 
disappoint us.

Happy Easter

John Hamilton
1 Luke 24:2
2 Luke 24:21
3 Romans 8:28
4 Luke 24:32



St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End

www.swpchurch.org.uk

SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10AM... 
March 4 Consider the cost Luke 14:25-35 Andrew King
March 11 Lost and found Luke 15:1-10 Scott Seivewright & John Hamilton
March 18 The Prodigal Sons Luke 15: 11-32 John Hamilton
March 25 The Shrewd MD Luke 16:1-18 Bishop Andy Lines

SUNDAYS AT SIX 
March 4 Teach & Discuss Environmentalism and Animal Rights Scott Seivewright
March 11 To obey is better than sacrifice 1Samuel 15 John Hamilton
March 18 God’s King 1Samuel 16 Scott Seivewright
March 25 God’s victory 1Samuel 17 John Hamilton

MIDWEEK MEETINGS for “LENT” The Resurrection and your life
Wednesday - 28th February; 7th, 14th & 21st March  7.45pm at the Rectory

7

04 March
10am Parish Communion, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
  6pm ‘Sundays at Six’ Sherborne St John Village Hall

11 March
  8 am Holy Communion Priory
10 am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
10 am Morning Service All Saints
  6 pm ‘Sundays at Six’ Sherborne St John Village Hall

18 March
10am Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche St Andrew’s
  6pm ‘Sundays at Six’ Sherborne St John Village Hall

25 March
10am MISSION SUNDAY: Preacher Bishop Andy Lines 

Morning Service, Sunday Club & Crèche
St Andrew’s

  6pm ‘Sundays at Six’ Sherborne St John Village Hall

30 March
10am Good Friday Family Service St Andrew’s
  2pm Devotional Hour Pamber Priory

Services for March
St Andrew’s – Sherborne St John
All Saints – Monk Sherborne
The Priory – Pamber End
https://swp.churchbuilder.org.uk

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass 

Tuesday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Wednesday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Thursday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Friday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Saturday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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PRECEPT SETTING 2018/9
The Parish Council reviewed the budget calculations for 
2018/9 provided by me re estimated expenditure and reserves 
required for the period and after discussion agreed a precept 
of £30214.

CHUTE PAVILION AND RECREATION GROUND
The Chute Management Committee is now meeting on a 
regular basis to discuss improvements and maintenance issues 
for the facilities. The members of the Committee are Cllrs 
Rougier, Chairman, Cooper and Morgan, the site Manager 
Terry Buller and I so please address any enquiries or problems 
to ssjclerk@gmail.com for the Committee to investigate. 

The new storage unit is now finished which will allow full use 
of the Pavilion for users. Unfortunately the Parish Council 
contribution – the majority being funded by a Leader grant 
from Hampshire County Council - has risen due to the 
unforeseen need to relay the gas pipe found to cross the site and 
the need to install a soak away to ensure no flooding of the area.  

It has however been a very successful year with many small 
parties as well as regular sports groups using the Pavilion 
which has created a healthy balance in the Parish accounts 
after all the expenses to keep the Pavilion up to date legally 
and in tip top condition.  This income allows the Parish 
Council to keep the precepts down and to fund other 
improvements within the Parish. The last major improvement 
to the Pavilion is to the 2 flower beds each side of the Pavilion 
itself with artificial grass being the preferred option as the 
major consideration is the necessity to ensure maintenance is 
easy & not expensive.  This will vastly improve the visual view 
of the Pavilion and help increase rentals.

I would again like to thanks Terry as I could not remotely 
manage to keep the area in such brilliant condition without 
his unstinting efforts.

So please tell friends and families about the facilities and don’t 
forget to think about joining some of the sports groups using 
the site – the indoor bowls, judo, martial arts, football and 
tennis clubs as well as the Piccolo nursery all which would 
welcome new members. 

TENNIS CLUB:                                 
WANTED STILL MORE PLAYERS!!!!! 

Contact me on ssjclerk@gmail.com  and tell friends and 
families as the season is just about to begin

PLANNING MATTERS
An application to re route footpath 502 has been received 
from Hampshire County Council which has received many 
objections from residents.  No decision has been made at 
present but the Parish Council will review residents’ views at 
the meeting 26th February 2018.

17/01813/HSE, re submitted as 17/04156/HSE still causes 
concern as there appears to be little difference to the original.

The Parish Council still has received no update re the Rydon 
site on Cranes Road.

ALLOTMENT
There is still one or 2 plots available at Moss hill site so 
if you are interested please get in touch. Contact me by e 
mail ssjclerk@gmail.com.  If you don’t have internet please 
write to me at West End House, Stratfield Saye, RG72DP for 
information.

Don’t forget to contact your site warden Ted Wilkinson at 
Moss Hill to ensure you place rubbish in the right place. 

INFRASTRUCTURE
The Parish Council is still in contact with HCC to see about 
the West End Road improvements which the Parish Council 
will probably have to fund them at a potential cost of £8000.  
As soon as the Parish Council receive details from the 
County Council it will be added to the appropriate agenda for 
discussion. 

The Parish Council is considering the removal of the obsolete 
bus stop on Elm Road by the Village Hall as there are no buses 
along this route now and it blocks visibility when trying to 
cross the road.

GDPR LEGISLATION
This is the new Government Data Protection Legislation that 
will come into force in May 2018 to which all organisations 
will have to comply.  The Parish Council is at present 
investigating what actions they will need to take to comply.  
There will be costs of somewhere around £1500 to cover basic 
requirements.  

Please contact me if there is anything you want to bring to the 
Parish Council’s attention sjclerk@gmail.com. 

Penny Mayo   Parish Clerk

The 2018 Annual General Meeting of the 
Sherborne St John Village Hall will be held:
On Thursday 5th April 2018

At 7.30pm 

In Sherborne St John Village Hall

All residents of the parish over the age of 18yrs are invited 
to attend and may vote at this meeting.

Notice of any other nominations or business to be raised 
must be sent to the Chairman (4 Cranes Road Sherborne 
St John RG24 9JD or ssjvillagehall@btinternet.com ) 
before 24th March 2018.

SHERBORNE ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL
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Monk Sherborne Parish Council
At the last Parish Council meeting it was agreed to leave the 
precept for the forthcoming financial year at the same level  
as before.

Parish maintenance
Pressure is being continually applied to Highways to address 
the road condition issues and a number of items have been 
put forward to be carried out within the Parish Lengthsman 
Scheme and we look forward to having some progress before 
long.

Defibrillator
A second defibrillator has been installed in the parish at 
Gibson House , Charter Alley , next to the Hair Salon and has 
been donated in memory of Mr Wilf Gibson, a resident for 
many years. Our thanks go to his family for this provision.

Planning
17/04183/HSE   Holly Cottage, Aldermaston Road.   Single 
storey side extension.   No objection

17/01259/RET   Blackberries, Salters Heath Road.   Variation 
of condition to increase number of caravans from 2 to 3.  
Objection.

17/03477/LBC  Woodgate, Salters Heath.   Barn conversion, 
single storey extension and double garage No objection

Blackberries. A meeting has been requested with the case 
officer to discuss a number of outstanding issues.

Village Hall
The VH committee continue to plan the possible replacement 
of the Village Hall and will report when more progress has 
been made.

Play area
At the next meeting ideas are being discussed on how to 
improve the play area equipment.

Crime
Recently there were a number of break ins to property locally. 
Residents are urged to act quickly if suspicious people or 
vehicles are seen locally. Call Hampshire Police on 101, 
circulate info on village email or social media giving details of 
vehicles/persons seen. Reacting quickly is most important.

Litter picking
Once again thanks to the litter pickers for tidying the area 
whilst out walking, it certainly makes a difference even if it is a 
never ending task.

Next meeting is Wednesday March 21st at 7.20pm

Chairman Peter Boyle

BAOS proudly presents the iconic 
musical, Fiddler on the Roof  
13 -17 March 2018.

Fiddler on the Roof is a much-loved 
story, set in 1905 in the small, tradition-
steeped Jewish village of Anatevka. 
Throughout the show, time-
honoured traditions of Anatevka are 
both embraced and challenged by 
dairyman Tevye and his colourful 
community, as they witness his 
daughters, Tzeitel, Hodel, and Chava, 
grow up and fall in love in a time of 
change in Russia. 

Fiddler on the Roof ’s premiere in 
1964 saw the musical become the 
longest-running Broadway musical in 
history, a title it maintained for almost 

ten years. It is the love and humour 
woven through the story that has filled 
audiences with hope, faith, charity and 
warmth for generations, and keeps this 
story alive today. 

Featuring timeless songs such as the 
beautiful Sunrise, Sunset, the boisterous 
If I Were a Rich Man, and the classic 
Matchmaker, Matchmaker, BAOS’s 
energetic, thought-provoking 
production will have you both crying 
and laughing. 

Tickets can be purchased through Anvil 
Arts by visiting www.anvilarts.org.uk/
whats-on/fiddler-on-the-roof or calling 
the box office on 01256 844244. 
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Milkshake! Live
Sun 4 Mar, 12pm & 3.30pm The Anvil

Milkshake! favourites Bob the 
Builder, Little Princess, Noddy, Fireman 
Sam, Winnie and Wilbur, 
Wissper, and Milkshake’s very 
own Milkshake! Monkey plus 
two presenters take you on a journey 
through the world’s favourite fairy tales 
in an all-singing, all-dancing musical 
extravaganza.

TICKETS: £17.50; under 16s £15.50

The Blues Band
Thu 8 Mar, 7.30pm The Haymarket

The five virtuosos offer a stunning 
menu of original compositions and 
blues classics, all delivered with 
passion, knowledge, love of the genre 
and entertaining showmanship  If you 
want to know what 38 years of skill and 
devotion sound like, here’s your chance.

TICKETS: £23

Paul Carrack
Fri 9 Mar, 7.30pm The Anvil

The great Sheffield-born singer, 
songwriter and former frontman of Ace, 
Squeeze and Mike & The Mechanics 
returns to The Anvil.  Dubbed by the 
BBC as ‘The man with the golden voice’, 
Paul is a key figure in British pop history 
with a back catalogue that includes How 
Long, Tempted and The Living Years.

TICKETS: £41.50, £34.50

Leveret & Spiro
The Eccentric Orbits Tour
Fri 9 Mar, 7.30pm The Haymarket

Featuring seven of the UK’s top 
instrumentalists, the two incredible 
ensembles fly the flag for new English 
instrumental music.

TICKETS: £22; under 25s £12  
(limited availability)

Ed Byrne 
Sat 10 Mar, 8pm The Anvil

Recognised as one of the finest 
observational comics in the industry,  
Ed Byrne’s television includes Mock the 
Week, Have I Got News for You?, Live 
at the Apollo, Comic Relief Bake Off 
2015, The World’s Most Dangerous 
Roads as well as his and Dara O 
Briain’s Big Adventure, and Dara and  
Ed’s Road to Mandalay.

TICKETS:  £26  
(suitable for ages 12 and over)

Stuttgart SWR  
Symphony Orchestra 
Thu 15 Mar, 7.45pm The Anvil

Sir Roger Norrington conducts the 
Stuttgart SWR Symphony Orchestra as 
they perform three works by Beethoven, 
joined by soloist Francesco Piemontesi 
for the Piano Concerto no 3.

TICKETS:  £40, £36, £29, £22, £14; 
Under 16s and f/t students £10

Rumours of Fleetwood Mac 
40 Years of Rumours 
Fri 16 Mar, 8pm The Anvil

The world’s finest tribute to Fleetwood Mac 
returns with a brand new show celebrating 
40 years of the Rumours album.

TICKETS: £35.50, £25.50

Teechers – by John Godber 
Tue 20 Mar, 2.30pm & 7.30pm 
The Haymarket

Teechers brings to life an array of 
terrifying teachers and hopeless pupils 
through the eyes of Salty, Gail and 
Hobby; three Year 11 students about to 
leave school for good.

TICKETS: 7.30pm perf £22, 2.30pm perf 
£19; over 65s £29; f/t students £13

The Levellers (acoustic) + 
Ginger Wildheart (acoustic)
Tue 20 Mar, Doors 7pm The Anvil

Celebrating their 30th anniversary, 
Brighton folk-punk band The Levellers 
are touring following the release of their 
acoustic album.

TICKETS:  £29.50, £27

Aly Bain & Phil Cunningham
Sat 24 Mar, 7.30pm The Haymarket

Having toured together since 1986 
to packed concert halls all over the 
world, Aly and Phil continue to charm 
audiences with their stunning music and 
on-stage charisma. Witty and humorous 
banter sits alongside tunes that tug 
the heartstrings, and joyous reels and 
melodies that get the feet tapping. 

TICKETS:  £19; over 65s, under 16s and 
f/t students £17

Sarah and Duck’s Big Top 
Birthday 
Tue 27 Mar, 2pm & 4pm 
Wed 28 Mar, 11am & 2pm 
The Haymarket

Join Sarah and Duck, and a host of 
your favourite friends from the BAFTA 
Award-winning CBeebies show including 
The Ribbon Sisters, The Shallots, 
Flamingo & John and Umbrella, as they 
plan a birthday party for Scarf Lady in 
their garden.  Told through a fantastic 
blend of puppetry, storytelling and music, 
you and your children will be taken on a 
magical adventure.

TICKETS:  £14.50  
(suitable for ages 3 and up)

Jonathan Pie: Back to the 
Studio
Tue 27 Mar, 7.30pm The Anvil

Enjoy a night of political parody that 
soon descends into comic chaos as the 
frustrated news reporter is back and he’s 
angrier than ever.

TICKETS:  £24.50; f/t students £19.50 
(suitable for ages 16 and over)

Orchestra of the Age of 
Enlightenment 
Sat 31 Mar, 7.30pm The Anvil

The OAE perform one of the 
masterpieces of Western music, Bach’s 
St Matthew Passion, directed by Mark 
Padmore. Please note earlier start time.

TICKETS:  £40, £36, £29, £22, £14

Anvil Arts TICKET PRICES INCLUDE £2 BOOKING FEE
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COVER UP DESIGNS LIMITED
Interior Designers

Come and see our exciting Design Studio Library with over
1000 pattern books for fabrics, trimmings and wall papers.

We provide a full soft furnishing service, our own range
of exclusive furniture, as well as upholstery and antique

restoration, all under one roof.

Send for a catalogue or see our web site
www.coverupdesigns.co.uk

THE BARN
HANNINGTON FARM
HANNINGTON Tel: (01635) 297981
RG26 5TZ Fax: (01635) 298363

Easy parking - we are off the A339 
between Newbury and Basingstoke

Email: info@coverupdesigns.co.uk
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Some hopes are raised that Spring is on 
the way as the snowdrops poke their 
heads up to delight us.  But then we have 
some bitterly cold and miserable days to 
further depress us.  With luck by the time 
you read these notes it will be better.

In January, the High Court Judge found 
against the traveller application regarding 
the area adjacent to Culhams Farm.  
He added that there had been very 
substantial environmental damage and 
the unauthorised occupation urgently 
needed bringing to an end.  However, 
it has since transpired that an appeal 
has been lodged because Basingstoke 
and Deane did not make a formal 
determination of the application within 
the statutory period and this gives the 
applicant an automatic right of appeal.  
The applicant has lodged the appeal 
with the Planning Inspectorate who in 
turn has to appoint a planning inspector 
to examine the appeal.  I understand 
the appeal process is very lengthy and 
could take over a year.  Basingstoke and 
Deane has served notice for the travellers 
to leave the site as per the High Court 
injunction but I do not know if they have 
complied with this.

Some progress is being made in 
rectifying the abysmal broadband speeds 
in Little London.  Engineers have been 
spotted installing the necessary box on 
the pole opposite Beaches Crescent and 
have run a cable to it.  A small step at 
present but positive news.

One of my correspondents has shared 
with me that she had received a phone 
call from someone saying they were 
from BT and that another person/
provider was trying to get into her 
computer.  The caller said they needed to 
go through some changes otherwise the 
internet access would be shut down with 
immediate effect.  Though sounding very 
convincing, my correspondent told them 
to phone back later when her partner 
was home and they rang off immediately. 
Apparently BT has been inundated 
with calls from people reporting such 
calls.  BT thinks they are being made 
from India routed through a number in 
England.  The number that showed on 
my correspondent’s caller ID was 01479 
658234.  Be very wary of anyone making 
such demands.

It seems that the Little London 
Neighbourhood Watch group may 
be re-activated.  Some villagers have 
volunteered to get involved and please 
let me know if you are also interested in 
helping and I will pass on your details.

Efforts continue to try to safeguard our 
local environment from abuse.  There 
may be some local incidents which local 
police officers can resolve but there are 
a number of others that need reporting 
to alternative contacts.  To report things 
like graffiti, fly tipping, abandoned 
vehicles and many more issues, go to 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report or phone 
01256 844844 or download an app such 
as “Love Clean Streets” or “Fix my Street”.

Since turnout at Pamber Parish Council 
planning meetings has been low, the 
Council has decided to include a session 
during each Council meeting after 
planning has been discussed so residents 
can ask any questions they have.  Any 
member of the public can speak on 
a planning application for up to 3-4 
minutes if they have notified the Clerk 
in advance.  Parish Councillors have 
been warned to be transparent in any 
written or verbal comments on planning 
applications to avoid accusations of pre-
determination.  

Regarding planning applications, the 
Parish Council decided to object to 
the application for continued use of 
agricultural land for the secure storage 
of touring caravans and motor homes; 
retention fence upon earth bund and 
retention of extended hard standing and 
erection of 12 x 4m high poles to mount 
CCTV/lights at land south of Berry 
Court Solar Farm, New Road, Little 
London.  Though some parishioners were 
unhappy about a planning application 
to erect a 3 bedroom dwelling, parking 
and associated amenity area on land 
north of Bramley Road, Little London, 
the Council decided not to object to the 
application.  Three detached dwellings 
with associated garaging, parking, 
turning, landscaping, private amenity 
space and access arrangements following 
demolition of an existing bungalow 
at Brooklands, New Road, Pamber 
Green no objection was raised although 
drainage could be an issue.  

Re Police Matters, concern has been 
raised with the office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner regarding lack 
of policing in Pamber with an urgent 
request that a PCSO or Beat officer be 
allocated.  The Council has since heard 
that a new PCSO, Luke Robinson, is now 
appointed and he attended the January 
meeting.  

The next Pamber Parish Council 
meeting will be on 12/3/18 and the 
Pamber Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Committee meeting will be on 15/3/18, 
both at Pamber Heath Memorial Hall.  
The Parish Council is raising money for 
items to be located within the parish to 
commemorate the Centenary of WW1.  
See the Parish Council website for ways 
of donating.

Nature news includes a guided evening 
walk around the ponds and ditches at 
Popley Nature Reserve, Basingstoke to 
see Great Crested Newts during their 
breeding season when they are most 
active.  This will be on 21/3/18, 5.45pm 
to 7.15pm.  Numbers limited so booking 
essential on 01256 334316.  Suggested 
donation of £3 per person, meet in front 
of the Tesco Express off Carpenters 
Down, Popley, RG24 9DR.

Please make a diary date for the 
Basingstoke Ladies Choir special fund 
raising concert entitled ‘In Celebration of 
Life and Love’; in memory of one of their 
members who was lost to cancer last year 
and was cared for at St Michael’s Hospice.  
It will take place 28/4/18 at Carnival Hall, 
Basingstoke.  

On 5/4/18 the Royal Air Force Centenary 
Celebration and Service will be taking 
place at the War Memorial, Basingstoke 
Civic Offices at 11am.  The Royal Air 
Force Band, Standards of the Ex Service 
Organisations and Ex Service Veterans 
and Members of the Basingstoke 
Festival of Choirs will be taking part and 
supported by a fly past and an exhibition 
in Memorial Park.

Ann Ellis 
annjellis@googlemail.com

Notes from Pamber Green and Pamber End
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship

Here for you when you need us
- 24 hour service
- Home arrangements
- Private chapel of rest

- Free bereavement advice and support
- Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
- Wide choice of memorials for burial and cremation

www.amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

BASINGSTOKE
The Old Forge, West End, RG24 9LE

01256 851124

GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477 (home)

07818 422191 (mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com

COUNSELLING IN BASINGSTOKE 
with Pauline Myint

Do you suffer from anxiety, unable to sleep as
thoughts go around and around in your head?
Do you have a string of failed relationships and
would like to discover why?
Are you in an abusive relationship (mentally or
physically) and wonder why you continue to put up
with it?
Do you feel you have lost your VaVaVoom and feel
there is nothing to look forward to ? 
Maybe you are facing some life changing decisions.

We often want to talk, but it’s not always possible to talk
to our family and friends. That’s where counselling can
help. 
I offer a place to look at any aspects of your life that 
you are not happy with. A place that is non judgemental.
A place where you can start to explore and understand
your pattens of behaviour, and look at changing
behaviours that do not serve you in a positive way. 

For more information please go to my website
www.counsellinginbasingstoke.co.uk   Or call to 
make an appointment 07717392262. 
The initial consultation is free. 

Advertise 

your business
here 

cost effectively
to the residents of

Monk Sherborne,

Sherborne St John

and the Pambers
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman
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4

Trusted since 1802

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

Sherdon House, Reading Road,  
Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ 

www.simmonsandsons.com

01256 882200

Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan

Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook
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Sherborne St John Church  
of England Primary School  

The week before half term was Book 
Week, and at the beginning of the week 
we had a visit from children’s author 
and illustrator Simon Murray.  He 
talked to the whole school about his 
work, and in particular how he drew 
one of the characters from his books, 
called Icky Doo Dah! During the day he 
conducted workshops with each class so 
that everyone had the chance to draw 
the character with his expert help. The 
older children then continued to work 
on this throughout the week so that they 

developed a story of their own – and 
Simon Murray popped in a couple of 
times to see how they were progressing.  
The result was some excellent artwork 
and story outlines, which the oldest 
children then shared with Class 1.

At the end of the week we all dressed up 
as our favourite book characters; there 
was quite a range from the children 
although the staff were easy to spot 
in their ‘Where’s Wally’ t-shirts and 
hats!  The most popular books this year 
seemed to be Harry Potter and Roald 
Dahl characters (particularly Willie 
Wonka and Matilda) although we 
also had some more interesting ones; 
Armitage from Ratburger, The Cat in 
the Hat, and Mary Poppins, to name 
a few! Well done to all on some very 
inventive costumes!

Sherbert  
SSJ School Villager Correspondent 
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Clipper Round the World 2017-18  

At last my daughter Philippa O’Sullivan 
has reached the halfway mark sailing on 
the GREAT Britain boat in the Clipper 
2017-18 Round the World Yacht Race. 
The fleet left Liverpool in August 2017 
and will arrive back in Liverpool in 
July 2018. The halfway point in days 
coincides with the halfway point in 
nautical miles (21,000), the crossing of 
the equator for the second time bringing 
the boars back into the northern 

hemisphere. The fleet is currently 
racing from Australia to China before 
undertaking the crossing of the mighty 
Pacific Ocean.

The journey so far has been 
extraordinary. The original fleet of 12 
identical 70ft boats is now down to 
11 after Greenings was grounded on 
a reef just north of the Cape of Good 
Hope. Sadly the boat was a write but 
off no one was hurt and the crew have 
been distributed across the rest of the 
boats.  On the trip out of Uruguay one 
of the boats collided with a whale and 
sustained serious damage to the rudder 
which necessitated a return to port for 
comprehensive repairs.  Fortunately this 
boat is sailing again.  

Tragically on Leg 3, in the Southern 
Ocean between Cape Town and Perth, 
Simon Spiers, a member of Philippa’s 
crew and a fellow circumnavigator 
was killed in a tragic accident when 
he was swept overboard in very high 

seas. The crew managed to retrieve 
Simon from the ocean and following a 
burial at sea the team of 18 sailors spent 
another week sailing, , the 1000 miles 
to port unaccompanied and with only 
one another for company. This was a 
traumatic and terribly sad twist in the 
tail of such an epic adventure. 

As a former Priory School pupil and 
Sherborne St John resident, friends 
and neighbours have been following 
Philippa’s journey with great interest.  
She has a Facebook site called PipsClip 
where she writes with great clarity and 
humour describing her extraordinary 
experiences.  The official Clipper website 
www.clipperroundtheworld tells you 
everything you need to know about the 
race and has a live Race Viewer, updated 
hourly where we can track progress. 
I knew this would be a roller coaster 
year but never quite comprehended the 
enormity of the challenge.

Katherine Morgan 
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CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk

O
VER  4 0 0 0  S A T I S F I E D  C U S T O M

ER
S

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Fencing
Decking
Patios
Garden maintenance
General landscapes

Dillon Landscapes
Mobile - 07758 751766

Basingstoke

a r t 
c l a s s

Tutor instruction - Step-by-Step

Suitable For Everyone

Therapeutic

Friendly

EXCITING AND NEW!

Tel: 07419  741 670

ASK US ABOUT OUR

WINE AND PAINT EVENINGS! 

Basingstoke & District Cats Protection 
Branch are holding their Spring Fair 
at the Ambrose Allen Centre, Franklin 
Avenue, Tadley on Saturday 10 March 
2018. Running from 1.00pm to 3.30pm, 
it promises to be a fun-filled afternoon 
for all the family.

The Spring Fair will host the Branch 
Annual Photographic Competition, 
kindly organised by David and Marion 
Canning. In addition photographs will 

be selected for Mr and Mrs Canning’s 
2019 calendar which they sell to raise 
more funds for the branch. To enter the 
2018 Photographic Competition or if 
you would like your cat’s photograph 
in the 2019 calendar please email 
basingstoke-cats@hotmail.co.uk 

As well as a variety of stalls to appeal 
to all ages, visitors can treat themselves 
to some of the delicious homemade 
cakes available and sit down for a cuppa. 

Entry is 50p or a donation of cat food, 
so please come along and give the cats 
your support.  

Homing and Welfare Officer, Ann Walsh 
said “Last year, the branch rehomed 
156 cats and kittens and either neutered 
or assisted with the costs of neutering 
for 307 cats and kittens. So our bills 
are considerable and we rely on our 
wonderful supporters that enable us to 
carry on our work”.

Cats Protection
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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Golden Oldies.....Silver Citizens  

Gold and silver. Precious things.     

A little time on your hands?

Bramley Volunteer Drivers, formerly 
Bramley Voluntary Care Group, help 

by giving lifts to local people who are 
unable to use public transport.

This could be to the hospital, to the 
local doctors’ surgery, to a dentist or 
collecting prescriptions.

We help several Sherborne St John 
residents who use the Clift Meadow 
surgery in Bramley, but we need to find 
some local people who can join us as 
drivers in order to keep this going.

If you feel you could give a little time 
during the day, every now and then 
and think this is something you’d like 
to do, then please get in touch. You’ll 
need to have a car that older people 
could get in and out of easily, and have 
comprehensive insurance. 

Also, because we work with vulnerable 
adults, we’ll need to set you up with a 
DBS check, which is all organised and 
paid for by us. We also pay you petrol 
money.

If you’d like to have a chat with me and 
find out more, then please call me on 
079909 15588 

and you can visit us on Facebook at 
Bramley Volunteer Drivers.

Jenny Edwards    Co-ordinator    
Bramley Volunteer Drivers

St. Michael’s Hospice  
Farleigh Wallop Woodland Walk  

Sunday 8th April 2018

Farleigh Wallop Estate, Farleigh Wallop, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG25 2HX

Registration has opened!

While we wait for spring to arrive, why 
not plan something to look forward to 
by registering for a wonderful day out 
on the Farleigh Wallop Estate enjoying 
country walks organised by St. Michael’s 
Hospice. Last year’s event took place in 
glorious sunshine and was so popular 
that we have had to limit participant 
numbers to 500 this year.

On Sunday 8th April enjoy beautiful 
views across the rolling Hampshire 
countryside, blooming bluebells and 

the opportunity to spend quality time 
with friends and family, two legged or 
four legged, all followed by a delicious 
cream tea in the stunning setting of 
Home Barn. Starting from 09.30 choose 
to walk either our 5 or 10 mile route 
which both guarantee to give you a 
superb day out. 

The Farleigh Estate has a huge amount 
of history. If you decide to walk the 5 
mile route, you will pass by St. Andrew 
Church which now stands in isolation. 
Back in the 17th Century, the area 
around the Church was the village of 
Farleigh Wallop; however, the houses are 
believed to have been destroyed during 
the Civil War.

On both routes you will see a glimpse 
of Farleigh House. The Farleigh Estate 
has been in the Wallop family since 
1430, however, the house was rebuilt in 
1730 following a fire. In 1954, it became 
a prep school for boys until Quentin 
Wallop modernised the house and 
gardens living with his family from  
1989 – 2014.

Laura Hughes, Events Manager at St. 
Michael’s Hospice said “This event 
is always one of our most enjoyable, 
coming at a time of the year when 
people are really beginning to welcome 
being outdoors again. The funds raised 
are vital to our work at the Hospice 
where this year we will need to raise 
£3.1 million to keep our services free  
of charge”. 

To sign up and for more information 
please visit the Hospice website at: 
stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events or 
call fundraising on 01256 848 848. 
Alternatively, follow us on Twitter @
smhbasingstoke #WoodlandWalk

For additional information or to 
organise an interview please contact: 

Laura Hughes, Events Manager 

St. Michael’s Hospice

Tel: 01256 848846

laura.hughes@stmichaelshospice.org.uk 
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Look into my eyes, look into my eyes, 
you want to go out, you want to go out, 
you want to take me for a walk, you do, 
you do…..  Bother – it didn’t work!  Rain, 
sleet and north wind outside and the Mrs 
and Boss ensconced in the sitting room 
with the fire going,  the TV showing 
another incomprehensible ball game and 
me trying to engage their brains into 
getting some attention or more precisely 
giving me some more walks….  Not a 
hope, especially not in this weather!

Actually I am looking forward to a good 
rest after the ‘season’,  the pheasants are 

now safely looking for partners and 
testing their bravery on the roads and 
even teasing the Boss by appearing in 
our garden cock-a-hooping in the safe 
knowledge they are strictly off limits 
until they become fair game again in the 
autumn.  Such beautiful birds and also 
extremely tasty.  I only mention their 
delicious flavour because of a recent 
incident whereby the Mrs invited me 
into the kitchen area – a pastime not 
normally allowed – and to share their 
Sunday afternoon in the sitting room – 
very special.

It was during the last shooting day of 
the season when the Boss was given the 
dubious celebratory task of cooking the 
Sunday dinner – pheasant – when the 
said incident took place while he was 
wrestling the extra fat butter he always 
uses for cooking out of the refrigerator.  
Despite me and the Mrs telling him 
that olive oil is better for him he flatly 
refuses to eat anything remotely healthy 
and it was this cursory comment on his 
internal wellbeing that made him twist 
round to offer a non-healthy rebuke 
resulting in a loss of physical dexterity 
and a number of eggs being knocked 
from their nestling area in the fridge.

After the Mrs had surveyed the damage 
on the floor and delivered ‘the look’ at 
the Boss she called me into the normally 
out of bounds area of the kitchen to 
clear up the mess (I love her).   Carefully 
licking around the cracked shells 
which the Mrs picked up, I swiftly and 
efficiently cleared the floor area of any 
evidence of the Boss’ little accident.  It 
was then suggested by the Mrs as a 
reward to me for being so helpful that 
she and I repair to the sitting room 
to watch a suitable Sunday afternoon 
programme which did not involve a 
spherical object and leave the Boss alone 
to get ‘cracking’ with the last pheasant 
dinner of the season by himself.  
Sometimes she is such a good egg!

Bert’s Blog
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Sherborne St John  
Neighbourhood Watch 
What do you want from  NHW? 
Perhaps it is a measure of reassurance 
that the area in which you live is safe 
and secure. Well the police statistics 
certainly suggest this applies to our beat 
area which runs from Baughurst to S.S,J. 
Most insurance companies must agree 
because they give a discount on home 
insurance if you are a member of NHW. 

Our good news is that after a very 
poor response to the first invitation 
letter we now believe that “go live” will 
happen very soon. A second canvas 
was unavoidably delayed due to other 
commitments but it has taken place 
during February, so if you are a West 
End resident and so far not responded 

please send your details to Mike Perman 
NOW. (amongerltd@btconnect.com OR 
850025)

Below is the list of current schemes 
which shows several co-ordinator 
and deputy posts vacant. Please can 
you find a very small amount of time 
to help out with any of these. Please 
contact me – Ted Wilkinson.

The police produce a monthly report 
by beat area which analyses reported 
crime on the patch. In January the main 
categories were as follows:

15 reports  Suspicious vehicles or persons.

14 reports  Anti-social 

Behaviour (including 2 in 
SSJ at the Recreation Ground                                                                                                                                       
and dumping tyres on Elm Road) 

9 reports   Assault (not necessarily 
physical) some between people known 
to each other.

6  reports  Non-dwelling break in.

4  reports  Theft various.

3  arrests   Drink driving.

2   seized    Vehicles  (1 driver no licence 
or insurance other no tax)

1   report   Burglary from dwelling.

SHERBORNE ST JOHN NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH –February 2018
Scheme Co-ordinator Telephone e Mail          

Aldermaston Road  (near to ambulance station) M. Ogden 472204 m.ogden1@btinternet.com

   Deputy Annette Mulholland 326739 rjmulholland@btinternet.com                                                                                  

Bournefield Peter Marrison 850740 marrison60@gmail.com        

Cranes Road Margaret Paterson 850263 mepaterson@hotmail.com   

Cranesfield Chris Cooke 850837 chris@2cookes.co.uk 

Dancers Meadow, Vidlers Farm Vacancy                      

Kiln Rd,Dark Lane Julie Crawley 851003 julcrawley13@gmail.com

Elm Road Ted Wilkinson  850891 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com

   Deputy  Leslie Bone 850973 skerryvore1@btinternet.com

Manor Road Malcolm Turner  malcolmturner62@btinternet.com 

   Deputy Alan Thirlwell 851149 no email       

Spring Close Vacancy                                                               

   Deputy 1 Diane Nash 850874 nash.diane@btopenworld.com

   Deputy 2 Sue White 850882 sue-white@msbx.net

The Severals merged with Spring Close                                                     

Tyfield Carole Stanley 851250 carole_stanley@yahoo.co.uk

   Deputy Vacancy

Vyne Road and Vyne Meadow John Edwards 850507 edwards@sherborne8.plus.com  

West End Mike Perman 850025 amongerltd@btconnect.com

(scheme not yet active, pending more members)

Weybrook Court with Monk S. Road Vacancy

   Deputy Crissy Humphreys 851481 humphreyscrissy@gmail.com
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Fighting Cancer 
In the UK in 2014 there were 356,860 
new cases of cancer diagnosed. In 
the same year there were 163,444 
deaths from cancer. 50% of those 
diagnosed survive cancer for 10 or more 
years. Only 42% of cancer cases are 
preventable.

After being diagnosed with cancer, 
people may be going through a range 
of emotions. They may need time off 
and support to process those emotions 
together with those around them.

In Basingstoke we have a number of 
cancer charities alongside the major 
projects of the Pelican Cancer and Ark 
Cancer charities.

This year Basingstoke Rotary are raising 
monies for local cancer charities. We 
have already started planning events 
and are organizing a charity golf day on 
Friday 18 May at Basingstoke Golf Club. 
If you know any golfers who may be 
interested please contact the organizer 
Robert Jenner OBE on 07985 626105.

Entry is available for teams of four at 
£55 per person.

A two day festival is planned also in 
May, 12th and 13th at Down Grange. 
We already have food and trade stalls 
making bookings. We offer registered 
charities a free pitch so that they can 
come and raise awareness through 

marketing and/or running a fun stall. 
Last year we had 29 charities take part. 
If you are involved with a charity or 
know one that would benefit then let us 
know via our website www.basingstoke.
rotaryweb.org  Additionally we organize 
entertainment on the two days including 
John Searle Fun Fair, Clive Fortune Big 
Band, Spotlight display, Morris Dancers 
and many more. Make a note in your 
diaries, come along and help in the fight 
against cancer.
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Civil Service Retirement Fellowship  

There were 48 members and 4 visitors at 
the meeting held on 7th February who 
enjoyed the usual tea, coffee and biscuits 
before David Cowling, the Chairman 
welcomed everyone and gave apologies 
from those unable to attend.  Christine 
Broadbent, the Welfare Officer, gave 
her report and then Tony Brazier, the 
Secretary, gave details of the forthcoming 
visits to Oxford on Thursday 22nd March 
which will be a do as you please trip and 
Chartwell National Trust property on 
Thursday 26th April.             

The speaker at this month’s meeting was 
Barbara Cummins who recounted her 

experiences of cycling 
through the USA, 
Scandinavia, Central 
America and Australia. 
She explained that on 
retirement she wanted 
something physical to 
undertake and after 
weighing up the options 

decided that cycling would be best 
for her.  After having a cycle made for 
her and giving it a trial run here she 
decided to take on a trip of nearly 3000 
miles down the East Coast Greenway of 
America from Boston to Miami.  This 
was followed 2 years later by a cycling 
tour of Sweden, Norway, Denmark and 
Finland through to the Russian border.  
Then followed Central America, France 
coast-to-coast and, closer to home, the 
Pennine Way before setting off in 2016 
to Australia, along the Great Ocean 
Road, Tasmania, New Zealand, Fiji 
and Hawaii.  She illustrated her talk 

with many photographs and told of her 
numerous encounters and the kindness 
and hospitality she received along the 
way which she reciprocates to cyclists 
visiting here.

The next meeting is on 7th March when 
the AGM will be held.  Also at this 
meeting John Howson will be displaying 
some of his drawings and Claire Eastick 
from Southern Health will speak on the 
Frailty Awareness campaign after which 
we will be going to the Conservative Club 
for a carvery lunch.  The group meets 
on the first Wednesday of each month 
at Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am to 
12 noon and all retired Civil Servants 
and their partners are welcome. Further 
details about meetings and outings can 
be obtained from the Secretary Tony 
Brazier on 07715 640171 and if you 
would like to join us on one of our trips 
contact Kate Lambeth on 01256 328791.

David Cowling
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The term Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA) 
may sound like an exciting TV series, but it 
is in fact a very useful legal document that 
people really ought to consider having in 
place alongside their Will.

An LPA is a way of giving someone you 
trust the legal authority to make decisions 
on your behalf should you lose mental 
capacity in the future or if you are worried 
about managing your affairs in the future. 
This person is called an Attorney.

You can have more than one Attorney and 
these can be anyone you chose such as 
family members or close friends. Clearly, 
they should be people you trust explicitly. 
One could be a professional adviser, such as 
a solicitor, who could oversee the activities 
of the main Attorney.

There are two different types of LPA. 
One of them covers decisions about your 
property and finances, and the other covers 
decisions about your health and welfare. 
You can choose to have one or both.

You can appoint the same person or 
persons to be your Attorney for both LPAs 
or you can choose different Attorneys.

The LPA will only be valid if you have the 
mental capacity to set it up and have not 
been put under any pressure to create it.

It must be countersigned to this effect by a 
trusted third party and registered with the 
Office of the Public Guardian.

If you are married or in a civil partnership 
do not assume that your spouse will 
automatically be able to deal with your 
finances and make decisions about your 
healthcare. This is not the case as, without 
an LPA, they will not have the authority.

We recommend that everybody has an LPA 
in place as mental capacity can be lost or 
diminish suddenly, as a result of a serious 
accident or suffering an illness.

An LPA can certainly provide some peace 
of mind for all concerned.

Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA)
 LEGAL 
 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

If you would like to discuss setting up an LPA, please contact Caroline Wallis, head of 
the Wills & Probate team at Phillips, by calling 01256 854637 or by emailing caroline.
wallis@phillips-law.co.uk

Sherborne St John  
Short Mat Bowls Club  
We are a small friendly club who meet at 
the Chute Pavilion on Thursday afternoons 
throughout the year from 2.30pm to 4.30pm 
and also on the first and third Monday 
evenings each month from 7.00pm to 
9.00pm.

We are always pleased to welcome new 
members so why not come along and give 
short mat bowling a try. We have bowls 

available which you can use and the existing 
members will be only too pleased to show 
you the ropes of the game. 

We would be pleased to hear from you 
and for any further information please 
contact Les on 01256 850973 (skerryvore1@
btinternet.com) or Tony on 01256 889350       

(mar_ton19@yahoo.co.uk )
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REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406.

TRANSFORMATIONAL COACHING  
Whatever it is that causes you a problem in 
life can be best understood with enquiry, 
resourceful tools and coaching techniques.  
This will transform your life away from 
limiting behaviours and thoughts, giving 
you peace, calmness and clarity.  Anxiety/
depression/fears/phobias/addictions and 
general expected goals.  Glen McGra NLP 
Cert  07502708857

JRG GARDEN SERVICES Professional 
gardening and landscaping. View our previous 
work at www.jrggardenservices.com. Call John 
on 07717 272969 / 01256 958075 

HANDSOME GOLDEN LACED WYANDOTTE 
CROSS BANTAM COCKEREL looking for a 
lovely new home. Would like to join a little group 
of hens. Please call Timi: 07939 992764

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL CARER 
Qualified Professional Care and assistance in 
your own home. Kind and patient mature lady.
DSB Certified and Public Liability Insurance. 
Full references available. Jessie Abbott 07720 
435294

ARE YOU LOOKING TO EARN A FEW 
EXTRA POUNDS A MONTH? 2 to 3 hours 
per week based in Monk Sherborne. I run 
Maths and English classes after school and need 
help putting the worksheets into the students’ 
folders, prior to class. Hours can be arranged at 
your own convenience. Please contact Jo Miles 
01256533234

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
- The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
-  Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
- For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

HOLIDAY COTTAGE Restored character 
cottage in Beaminster, West Dorset. Three 
bedrooms (sleeps five) with a four star rating 
from VisitBritain. Quiet location but close to 
shops and restaurants. Just eight miles from the 
Jurassic Coast and in the heart of ‘River Cottage’ 
country. Tel. 850440 for more details.

SPIDER’S WINDOW CLEANING Windows 
cleaned (inside, outside). For free quotation call 
850925 or 07990 585397 (mobile) or email me 
on harpo104@yahoo.co.uk

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

BARRY’S BUILDERS All types of building 
work undertaken: patios, garden walls, 
extensions etc. Over 30 years experience.   
For free estimate phone:  
01256 417862. mob 07543580340.

ARE YOU A VICTIM OF S#ARP PRACTICE? 
HAVE YOU BEEN LED A MERRY DANCE? 
Well you could be...!  Let our six piece SSJ village 
band S#arp Practice shake, rattle and roll you. 
Popular tunes from recent decades, available for 
parties, dances and fetes. Please contact Steve 
Howe on 01256 851616 or Chris Cooke on  
01256 850837 for more information.

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

ALL YOUR FLOORING, PROPERTY AND 
GARDEN SERVICES. Carpet, Karndean 
and vinyls. Patios, water features, driveways 
and all types of landscaping. Please call: David 
Thomas on: 01256 560784 or 07794867326

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, 
carpentry, decorating, locks fitted and garden 
maintenance.  Tel: 01256 882696/ 07713 
470223.  E mail:  rdam549@googlemail.com

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

PILATES CLASS - Priory School (Pamber) 
Wednesday eves 6:45 - 7:45 Beginner and 
intermediate level, £6 per class with a 6 week 
rolling course (payable up front). Limited spaces, 
please call Maurice Still on 01256 889817

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

HOME HELP SERVICES. professional 
and friendly services to free up your life 
and aid independence. Housework and 
ironing, light cooking, shopping, sitting, 
social trips and befriending, pet sitting and 
dog walking.Dementia friendly, fully insured 
and DBS checked. call; Sue on 07460511411 
email; swaeltjies@hotmail.com

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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Probus visit TAG Aviation 
Farnborough  
A chilly but sunny day greeted a 
privileged group of members of the 
Probus Club of Basingstoke on what 
was to be an extremely informative and 
interesting insight into the modern day 
VIP operations on this airfield. 

Farnborough airfield is perhaps best 
known for being the venue for the world 
renowned SBAC (Society of British 
Aerospace Companies) Farnborough 
International Air Show.  However, 
this is a much biased view of what 
has been one of the most important, 
albeit non operational, airfields in the 
UK.  Farnborough’s part in the early 
development on military aviation and its 
subsequent involvement with testing and 
evaluation has secured its place in British 
aviation heritage.  

Farnborough Common was chosen by 
the British Army in 1905 as a site for His 
Majesty’s Balloon Factory to manufacture 
the new dirigible type of balloon.  It 
had plenty of space and was nearby 
to existing manufacturing facilities at 
Aldershot.  An impressive balloon shed 
was built followed by gas holders and 
workshops plus the establishment of a 
balloon school.  The Farnborough Air 
Sciences Trust (FAST) was established in 
1993 and has been instrumental in the 
preservation and safeguarding of this 
part of priceless aviation legacy.

It was on the common on 16 October 
1908 that saw Samuel Cody achieving the 
first sustained powered flight in England 
flying British Army Aeroplane No 1 and 
in April 1911 the site became the Army 
Aircraft Factory.  With the expansion of 
the RFC during WW1 the site became 
known as the Royal Aircraft Factory 
(RAF).  The name changed, however, 
in April 1918 with the formation of the 
Royal Air Force becoming the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment (RAE), and it was 

in this guise of aviation related research 
and development that Farnborough 
remained primarily concerned with  
until 1985.

Encroaching environmental issues 
with housing and the overcrowded 
airspace surrounding the airfield had 
put pressure on military flying research 
and development activities.  However, a 
reprieve from total closure was gained 
because of the site’s value as an ideal 
venue for the SBAC Show and the lack 
of an alternative.  Part of the airfield was 
released by the MOD for general and 
business aviation use and an aerospace 
park was established in the 1990s.  

Following further closure arguments, due 
mainly to poor general aviation uptake, it 
was decided to sell the site.  The company 
TAG, (Techniques d’Avant Garde), a 
Luxembourg registered company only 
formed in 1977, secured the airfield for 
a multi-million pound price tag. The 
company had other business interests, 
formally purchasing the Swiss based 
Heuer watch company in which they 
invested significant sums and expanded 
worldwide sales. The watch retains the 
name TAG Heuer even though owned 
today by the luxury brand group LVMH. 
They also had substantial motorsport 
interests being a sponsor to the Williams 
Formula 1 team in the 1980s and today 
own 25% of the McLaren Group.

Significant capital expenditure was 
made by the company in landscaping 
and modernizing the airfield in keeping 
with bespoke VIP business jet operations 
and current Civilian Aviation Authority 
regulations.  These included a new 
control tower, radar unit, spacious 
specially designed aircraft maintenance 
hangars and an extensive aircraft apron 
for multi jet parking, servicing and 
operations. The 2440 metres runway 

was resurfaced. In line with attracting 
business users TAG also commissioned a 
luxurious terminal building that provides 
the very best hospitality in spacious 
and beautiful lounges for both VIP 
passengers and Aircraft Crews.  Besides 
customs, immigration and security 
facilities passengers may drive directly 
to their waiting aircraft.  No lengthy 
and tedious waits here inbound or 
outbound! Their customers demand and 
receive high quality and discrete service 
standards evidenced by the carefully 
escorted tours enjoyed by aviation 
enthusiasts.

All are part of a comprehensive bespoke 
solution encompassing complete 
aircraft and passenger handling services 
for business clients on London’s 
doorstep and very close to a motorway 
connection.  The TAG operation at 
Farnborough supports the employment 
of over 1000 people and 28,000 aircraft 
movements.  This is to be increased to 
50,000, gradually being phased in over 
the forthcoming years.         

More information about the Probus Club 
of Basingstoke, the social club for retired 
professional and business managers, 
can be viewed on their web site www.
probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com or 
phone their secretary, Paul Flint, on 
07770 886521 for an informal chat.
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ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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