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I really don’t get on with IT. We have a new email and document management
system at work which has reduced me to tears and tantrums. When I worked in
an office I would call the friendly IT guys and they would come to my desk and
sort it out, always very efficiently and in a way that didn’t make me feel totally
stupid. Now I work from home I have to call some remote helpdesk where a
tech guy (they always seem to be men) young enough to be my son talks me
through what to do in a language I can’t understand. They barely supress
their sighs as I ask them what they mean by plugins, scanning to desktop and
cloud browsers (I may have made that last one up). Yesterday I spent an hour
on the phone to Hewlett Packard trying to work out why my computer wasn’t
recognising my printer. Something to do with the firewall apparently. I often
resort to turning everything off and on again in the hope it will magically cure
my woes, but usually I have to bite the bullet and make yet another call to the
not so helpful helpdesk.
All this made me realise that we each have our particular skills. I am never
going to be an IT expert but I can at least help people resolve their employment
disputes. It would probably take my husband a day to fix our broken toilet but
there are plenty of experts out there who can do it very quickly (and without
the accompanying swear words). Over the last month Keith Dilliway, our
advertising manager, has been contacting all the advertisers to see if they
want to renew their subscriptions. Going through the list it struck me how
much expertise we have in Bramley and Little London. Plumbers, decorators,
gardeners, window cleaners, builders, flooring specialists, mechanics, you name
it they are here. And there are even IT experts who I can guarantee will be
friendlier than my helpdesk.
I am grateful to all our advertisers, not just for their expertise but because
without them we wouldn’t be able to deliver the magazine free to 2000 homes.
Last year we made a slight loss as our income did not cover the additional
costs of delivering to the new houses in Bramley. Fortunately, St James Church
kindly made up the shortfall (and let me stay on as editor!). But with new
houses being built in Bramley all the time it is important to maximise our
income. So, if you use any of our advertisers do please let them know that you
saw their advert in the magazine.
Thanks to some local expert photographers we have some great pictures of
Bramley in the snow on pages 10 and 11. If you fancy yourself as an expert
baker be sure to see this year’s recipe for the Bramley Show on page 15. The
experts from Meridian TV were filming in our village a few weeks ago – find
out why in our report on page 18 and 19. And if you have a little expert at home
we have reports from both our nurseries and schools this month – it looks as if
Year 5 at Bramley are fast becoming experts in the performing arts.
Best Wishes
Rachel
Rachel Barclay Smith - Editor

World renowned physicist Stephen Hawking was
famed for his work with black holes and relativity
and was also remembered as a man of great humour.
Here are just two of his quotes.
“Remember to look up at the stars and not down at your feet.
Try to make sense of what you see and wonder about what
makes the universe exist. Be curious. And however difficult life
may seem, there is always something you can do and succeed
at. It matters that you don’t just give up.”
“I have noticed even people who claim everything is
predestined, and that we can do nothing to change it, look
before they cross the road.”
3
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
Electrical

Plumbing

Painting

Decorating

Doors & Gates

Outbuildings

Steve Canning
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)
steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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CHURCH SERVICES

Church diary for April…
1st
8.00
10.30

Easter Day
Holy Communion – St James
Easter Family Communion – St James

8.00
9.00
10.30

Second Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
Sunday@nine – Cross House
Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

8.00
9.00
10.30

Third Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion – Little London
Sunday@nine – Cross House
Morning Worship – St James

8.00
9.00
10.30

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion – St James
Sunday@nine – Cross House
Holy Communion – St James

11th

15th

22nd

29th
10.30

BRAMLEY AND
LITTLE LONDON
MUSIC FESTIVAL
13, 14 and 15 June 2019
ST JAMES CHURCH
Yes, I do mean 2019! It may seem ages away
but we have already booked the harpist, Claire
Jones, to perform on Thursday 13 June and
Graffiti Classics to return (by popular demand)
on Saturday 15 June. So put the dates in
your calendar and watch this space for more
information.

Fifth Sunday of Easter
NO EARLY SERVICES
Worship Together followed by Bring &
Share Lunch in Cross House – all welcome!

Catholic services
Basingstoke

…and into May
6th
8.00
9.00
10.30

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion – St James
Easter Family Communion – St James
Easter Family Communion – St James

8.00
9.00
10.30

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
Sunday@nine – Cross House
Holy Communion – St James

8.00
9.00
10.30

Pentecost
Holy Communion – Little London
Sunday@nine – Cross House
Morning Worship – St James

13th

20th

Church of St Bede, Popley Way, RG24 9DX
Sunday Mass: 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm in St Bede’s
Mass usually: Tues, Thurs and Sat 9.30 am in St Bede’s
Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Road, RG21 5TX:
Mass usually: Mon, Wed, Fri 9.30 am in Holy Ghost Church
Phone 01256 465214 or email
stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for information
See www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Tadley
St Michael’s Church, Bishopswood Road, RG26 4HG
Saturday Mass: 6.00 pm
Sunday Mass: 9.15 am
Parish priest: 0118 9814572

Disclaimer: Bramley Magazine is intended to provide readers with information
they may find useful and of interest. We take all reasonable steps to keep this
information current and accurate, but errors can occur. The editor reserves
the right to make changes to any contributions. Bramley Magazine is not
responsible for and does not endorse any advertising, products, or opinions
expressed in this publication and shall not be liable to any party as a result of
information published herein.
All photographs are included with kind permission and may not be reproduced.
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ON REFLECTION

I

n this month’s On
Reflection, John Lenton
recalls the writings of
David Kossoff

When our kids were in primary school
and we took them on long car journeys
(one set of grandparents lived 2 hours
away, the others 4 hours away), one of
the ways we used to offset the boredom
factor was to play cassette tapes –
remember them? – in the car.
There were music tapes: I particularly
remember “All Aboard”, which was a
collection of children’s hits, ranging
from Charlie Drake’s “My boomerang
won’t come back” to the little mouse
with clogs on in Old Amsterdam and
Ernie, who drove the fastest milk-cart
in the west. And there were story tapes
– Arthur Lowe reading the Mister Men
and (I think) Winnie the Pooh.
But my own personal favourite was
David Kossoff, reading Bible stories
and his tales about Rabbi Mark, in that
wonderful Jewish voice that seemed to
capture all the quirky Yiddish humour
and wisdom and the suffering and exile
of the Eastern European Jews in the late
nineteenth century pogroms. His own
parents, poverty-stricken Russian Jews,
managed to emigrate to London, where
David was born in 1919.
The Rabbi Mark stories are collected in
a little book called “A Small Town is a
World”. The small town in this case is
called Klanestetl, which simply means
“Little Town” in Yiddish; the characters
in it could have stepped out of “Fiddler
on the Roof”. I love the dialogue in one
of the stories where Rabbi Mark and
his ever-loving wife, Sophie, are lying in
bed together.
‘Sophie said: “Close the window, Mark,
it’s cold outside.’
The Rabbi stayed quiet.
‘Mark,’ she said, ‘close the window. It’s
cold outside.’
Mark snuggled deeper.
‘Mark,’ she said.
‘I heard, I heard,’ said the Rabbi. ‘You
want me to close the window.’
‘Well, it’s cold outside.’
‘And if I close the window,’ said the
Rabbi, ‘it’ll be warm outside?’1
1

Kossoff, David, A Small Town is a World (Pan
Books, London, 1980), p.20

2

Ibid., p.90-91

3

Kossoff, David, The Book of Witnesses (William
Collins & Son, Glasgow, 1971), p. 17

4

Kossoff, David, You have a minute, Lord? (Pan
Books, London, 1978), p. 40

With apologies to John Lenton for removing his photo but I thought it would be nice to include this
picture of St James Church in the snow taken by George Aitchison on 18 March (and John is in it, on the
right, suitably dressed for the cold weather!)

Life under the Czars in the Jewish
enclave where the imaginary Klanestetl
was located was hard and sometimes
terrible: ‘The Cossacks and the Czar’s
police were the storm-troopers of
his time but the bitter-sweet gallows
humour of the Jews was the same.
The Rabbi’s own humour came from
his gentle father, who was one day
confronted by an enormous Cossack
officer, very drunk, who held him up to
eye-level.
“The whole blasted world is in a mess!”
roared the officer. “Agreed?”
“Agreed,” said the Rabbi’s father.
“And it’s all the fault of the Jews.
Agreed?”
“And the bicycle riders,” said the Rabbi’s
father, and the officer put him down.
“Why the bicycle riders?” said the officer.
“Why the Jews?” said the Rabbi’s father,
and walked away, to live another day.’2
I had the enormous pleasure of meeting
David Kossoff in the 1980s, when he
was the guest of honour at a fundraising lunch in Brighton for a charity
of which I was the chairman. I was
placed next to him at lunch, to my great
delight; it was a little like hearing those
cassette tapes live. He was pleased when
I told him how much I loved his books,
and even more so when it became
evident during our conversation that I
had actually read them.
One of his books, The Book of
Witnesses, tells the story of Jesus as
seen through the eyes of fictitious
characters who were supposedly present
at various stages of His life. Each
witness describes the events in which
they were involved in simple but striking
ways, echoing the Gospel account, but
with a personal touch. So for instance,
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an imaginary woman called Ruth who
cleaned the house for John the Baptist’s
actual mother, Elizabeth, recalls in
her old age how Mary, the mother of
Jesus, came to visit Elizabeth, who was
pregnant with John. “John was a lovely
baby. Good as gold. A lovely time in
my life. I often think of it. Of Mary,
and old Elizabeth, and of the love and
happiness, and of their holy, special
sons given by God, special men, born in
glory, who died so terribly. Jesus and
John the Baptist. One crucified and one
beheaded. It’s a great puzzle.”3
The Kossoff book I go back to over and
over again is called You have a minute,
Lord? It describes itself as “a sort of
prayer book”. In it, Kossoff addresses
his Lord in the form of blank verse as
one might address a very special, very
loved, highly respected Friend, about
a variety of topics. I wish my prayers
were as eloquent and as honest as his.
Let me close this month (and I will
come back to David Kossoff again) with
a stanza from one of the ‘sort of prayers’.
This one is called “Young in Mind”. The
opening is typical of most of the prayers:
“I have been giving thought, Lord,
- You have a minute? – to getting old.”
I’ll just quote the last few lines, with
which I personally identify:
“So, Lord, please keep me young in
the mind.
Let me enjoy, Lord, let me enjoy.
If creaky I must be, and manyspectacled,
and morning-stiff and food-careful,
If trembly-handed and slow-moving
and breath-short and head-noddy,
I won’t complain. Not a word.
If, with your help, dear Friend, there
will dwell in this ancient monument
A Young Mind. Please, Lord?”4

MEET THE NEIGHBOURS

D

id you notice a lot of
people clearing up our
village last month? They
were part of a village ‘Spring
Clean’. BM wanted to Meet the
Neighbour who organised it
- Wendy Castle
BM: How long have you been in
Bramley and what first brought
you here?
Both my husband and I worked for
IBM in London and then relocated to
IBM in Alencon Link, in Basingstoke
in 1983. The iconic building has now
become flats (which is happening to
pretty much every vacant office block in
town). We moved to Bramley because
it was a peaceful, quiet village.

BM: Do you have family here?
We have two daughters both still in
and around Basingstoke which is great
as we get to see our grandchildren
quite regularly. Once the girls were
old enough I returned to work as a
teaching assistant at Bramley Primary
School and worked there for about 15
years. I then left education and moved
over to the library service, spending
most of my time at Chineham Library.
This was an exciting and enjoyable time
working with both adults and children.
I retired in 2015 and have enjoyed
every minute of it.

BM: So how do you usually
spend your time now?
Apart from reading and gardening I
am a keen knitter and look forward
to regular ‘knit and natter’ sessions
every other week. My husband and I
are members of the National Trust and
we like to visit all the properties in and
around our area. The Vyne has been
an interesting place to visit recently
especially as the roof renovation has
now nearly been completed.

BM: And of course you’ve been
busy organising the Bramley Spring
Clean, tell us more about that.
Keep Britain Tidy is an environmental
charity, which is passionate about
cleaner, greener places. I heard about
their Great British Spring clean
campaign and I thought: “What a
brilliant idea – we could do this in
Bramley!” I hoped we could make it
a biannual event and get the whole

community involved. I’m so pleased
that so many people agreed; the
response was marvellous.
Unfortunately our first attempt to clean
up the village had to be postponed
because of the snow! But we managed
to rearrange it pretty quickly. I would
like to thank all the amazing volunteers
who gave up their time to give our
village a much needed Spring Clean.

BM: What’s the best thing about
Bramley for you?
We’ve seen many changes and
developments over the years but I
still think Bramley is a great place to
live. We have a brilliant school on our
doorstop and Clift Meadow, which is a
thriving asset, offers all kinds of sports
and activities. Plus there are lots of
other groups and committees that help
keep Bramley villagers fit and healthy.

Do you know someone who contributes to our community, who you’d like us to feature?
Please email editor@bramleymagazine.org.uk or tell one of the editorial team.

As an avid foodie, Carol, who also creates
recipes for The Craft Gin Club Magazine,
and in a matter of minutes she served up
freshly cooked king prawns in a Thaistyle gin infusion followed by Gin &
Tonic cake. Let’s just say there were no
crumbs left on the table!

A packed St Stephen’s Village Hall,
Little London, recently hosted
Ginaissance where the evolution of
Gin and its explosive rise in popularity
was presented by local resident Carol
Donner, a connoisseur of Gin and selfconfessed foodie.

The presentation included an
opportunity to sample some of the
more unusual Gins available today
including a Gin Twinkle Cocktail and
Carol’s very own home-produced
Donner Towers Sloe Gin.
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The social event, organised by
Basingstoke Loddon Rotary, also held a
raffle for Gintastic prizes raising money
for The Ark Cancer Trust, St Michael’s
Hospice and other local causes. Rotary
would like to give a very special thank
you to Bombay Sapphire, The Craft Gin
Club, The Sweetest Thing Cakes for
Special Occasions and all Rotarians for
their generosity in donating prizes.
Ian Rosewell

LIFESTYLE
Woodland Flora

Bramley Badminton

Bluebells, Hyacinthoides non-scriptus

Bramley Badminton is in full swing now. The new term
starts on 16 and 17 April until the middle of July when we
break up for the summer holidays.

Bluebells are one of Britain’s best-known wildflowers,
famous for carpeting woodland floors in their distinctive
shade of deep blue. Roydon Woods near Brockenhurst is an
excellent place to see this springtime spectacle. Bluebells
are renowned for their presence in woodlands because they
persist even in dense shade (an environment in which most
plants struggle), but they are not restricted to woodland
habitats. This durable little plant can even be enjoyed from
the M3! In William Turner’s New Herball, published in 1548,
it is said that their small, white bulbs were used to make
glue, and that the starch they contain was used to stiffen the
elaborate ruffs worn by Elizabethan gentry.

So if you would like to get fit and have some fun, why not
come and play badminton. We play on Monday and
Tuesday evenings in the Bramley Village Hall, starting at
8pm. Beginners are always welcome. If you are interested
please contact Jane on 881647 or e-mail
jane.matthews80@yahoo.com.

Lords and Ladies, Arum maculatum
Lords and Ladies may have the raunchiest character of
all woodland species. In the middle ages this flower was
associated with love making, and its various local names
often had sexual connotations – ‘silly lovers’ and ‘Adam and
Eve’, to name but a few. The spadix (the cylindrical structure
inside the outer leaf) emits a foul smell like rotting flesh, as
well as a slight heat. This attracts flies, which crawl down the
spathe (the large, outer sheath) and become trapped by the
downwards pointing hairs on the spadix. Once trapped, they
are resigned to a life of servitude, pollinating the flowers until
they either die or make their escape when the spadix withers
after pollination. This plant is not only a danger to flies, but
can also be harmful to people – its shiny red berries are
steeped in poison, and could be fatal if consumed by a child.

Primrose, Primula vulgaris
Primroses are often found in woodland clearings, and flower
very early in the year - their name is thought to derive
from the Latin for ‘first rose’ (prima rosa). The species
name vulgaris means common, but the decline in quality
of habitats such as woodlands and hedge banks has made
this cheerful, yellow flower far less widespread than it used
to be. Primroses were once thought to have medicinal uses,
and can still be found in some herbal remedies. During
the Middle Ages primrose roots were used to ease nervous
headaches, and consuming the plant was thought to help
cure gout and rheumatism.
Alice Ashcroft
To find your nearest nature reserves, visit our website
at www.hiwwt.org.uk

Trusted since 1802
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The Mayor congratulates Malcolm Bell who led the
Bramley neighbourhood planning group

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

01256 882200
Sherdon House, Reading Road, Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZ

www.simmonsandsons.com
9

BRAMLEY IN THE SNOW
When I wrote my editorial for March
I nearly began it with the words “So
here we are at the end of Winter and
once again we have missed the snow.”
Fortunately, I didn’t and we hadn’t so
here are some brilliant aerial shots of
Bramley in the snow taken by Paul
Moulton during the first batch of
snow. Antony Norton also captured
this unusual sight of a train arriving
in the snow while George Aitchison
spotted some horses wrapped up
against the cold during the second fall
of snow on 18 March.

Despite the weather, the Bramley magazine gets
through – unlike the Royal Mail.
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BRAMLEY IN THE SNOW
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LIFESTYLE
BRAMLEY LUNCH CLUB

NATIONAL WOMEN’S
REGISTER

There was a change of venue for our
meeting on 8 March as voluntary
transport took members out through
Basingstoke and along the wooded
road towards Alton until they
came to the Avenue Nursery. Here
members had a spending spree in Edinburgh Woollens,
which had a half-price sale, and enjoyed a lunch of either
scampi and chips or gammon egg and chips. Dessert of
treacle sponge or ice cream was followed by tea and coffee.
We ended with a birthday greeting and a big bunch of
flowers for Judy.

The snow came down on 28 February but there was
still a good attendance for the old film evening at Dollis
Green. Pat started the evening by showing us two films
about old time scandals. The first, appropriately called
Scandal, was about Christine Keeler and the Profumo
affair. The second was about the Watergate affair.
After a break for iced lollies there was an American
film “Truman” which had all the members puzzled.
Refreshments were served and then we returned home
through the snow. Thanks Pat for an interesting evening.

Contact 01256 884065 for more information.

To find out more about NWR phone 01256 881723

Phyl Davies

Phyl Davies

KNITTING CIRCLE
KNIT FOR PEACE

BRAMLEY WI
At the February meeting our
guest demonstrated how to
make candles. He was most
entertaining and took us through
the stages of candle making.
There were beautiful smells and colours and we were
allowed to buy some at a reduced rate after he had
completed his demonstration. Afterwards we had
refreshments and a raffle.

“Vectis” was soon busy on 27 March.
Members sorted out wool for jumpers,
cardigans and blankets. Dusty came with red
wool for the local poppy project and collected
lots of poppies made at home. As work and chatter carried
on we wished Sue Monger “Happy Birthday” and enjoyed
some very special cup cakes she had brought to share with
us. Freda gave her report which was very good as usual. We
sent best wishes to those not with us and enjoyed tea and
coffee thanks to Gill’s help.

We are now starting to look forward to the New Forest
show entries and are also busy making different craft
articles for the Hampshire Centenary show in May at
Eastleigh. We had a beading afternoon at Margaret’s our grateful thanks to her for hosting it.

Next meetings will be on 24 April and 29 May.
Phyl Davies 01256 881296

A number of us went to the Four Horseshoes for an
evening meal. The food was excellent and we had a very
good evening.
We have been for a walk, which was very cold as we
chose the week when the Polar blast was with us!! We
had a heavy snow shower, but fortunately we were in
the pub!!
For our March meeting we had a ‘hands on’ which
meant we made some crafts to put on our stall for the
Hampshire Centenary Fair. It was very successful, we
made some lovely items and had a lot of fun doing them.
The evening finished as usual with refreshment and the
raffle. The next meeting is on the 12th April at 7.30pm in
the Bramley Room of the Village Hall.
Jane Matthews - 881647

FUTURE EVENT FOR YOUR DIARIES
HAMPSHIRE WI IS 100 YEARS OLD THIS YEAR SO
TO CELEBRATE WE ARE HAVING A CRAFT FAIR IN
THE VILLAGE HALL ON

SATURDAY 29 SEPTEMBER
SO WATCH THIS SPACE AS WE WILL BE ASKING IF
ANYONE IN THE VILLAGE WOULD LIKE A TABLE.
MORE DETAILS IN THE MAY MAGAZINE.
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OUR COMMUNITY
Frith Forest Fun Club!

Frith Forest Fun Club offers children:

What a fantastic February Fun Club! An adventurous and
creative group of children made the most of our beautiful
woodland setting:

• Freedom, exploration, negotiation and imagination;
enabling for them to develop a relationship with the
natural world, using natural resources for inspiration

• Creating a woodland shop selling forest fare

• Holistic development; fostering resilient, confident,
independent and creative learners by developing the
whole child

• Constructing dens and tying tarps
• Collecting, cutting and sorting sticks

• An opportunity to take supported risks within a
supportive environment

• Cooking pancakes over the campfire; popping popcorn
and toasting marshmallows

• Qualified Forest School practitioners, committed to
developing our own professional practice

• Climbing, swinging and generally testing their physical
skills on adventure ropes tied between trees

• A Learner-centred process, responding to children’s needs
and interests.

• Caring for themselves, each other and all living things in
the forest

Long term forest school is offered through Muddy Puddle
Club, recently awarded full recognition by the FSA!

• Considering what they enjoyed the most; reflecting on
new skills and planning their next steps to lead their own
learning!

Why not sample what Forest School can offer by joining one
of our holiday clubs for a day? Then enrol with your toddler
for our Muddy Puddle club forest school sessions here in the
heart of Bramley Frith Woods, every Monday 10am-12noon,
led by Linda.

We were busy observing and responding to their initiatives,
making sure the right resources were available and
facilitating new experiences.

Frith Forest Fun Club opens School Holidays 10am-3pm:
EASTER HOLIDAYS 2018
THURSDAY 12th / FRIDAY 13th April
MAY HALF TERM 2018
THURSDAY 31st May / FRIDAY 1st June
E-mail: frithforestschool@gmail.com
Facebook: frith forest fun club



BASINGSTOKE ART CLASS STARTS SOON
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•mornings or afternoons
•discover your inner artist
•make new friends
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Find us on FACEBOOK AT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BASINGSTOKEARTCLASS

• ask us about our wine & paint evenings
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OUR COMMUNITY
Bramley School

Ringing Remembers

This term the children in Year 5 have been looking at the
topic, Film: Is it Magic?

At 7.05pm on 11 November 2018
the bells in Bramley church, along
with thousands of other bell towers
across the country, will be rung in
commemoration of the centenary of
the ending of the First World War.
The aim is to recreate the moment
when church bells notified the country that the war had
ended. This was before the age of radio, television and
phones.

Aquila and Dorado classes have been transformed into
classrooms like Hogwarts, and the teachers have become
professors as we have discussed a range of magical texts,
including Harry Potter, and thought about how stories are
turned into film.
Since before Christmas, the children in Year 5 have been
working really hard to raise money for a surprise trip;
this included selling raffle tickets to family and friends,
holding numerous bake sales, and spending time sewing
and creating Christmas decorations to sell. Amazingly, they
raised enough money to take themselves to Warner Bros
Studios – The Making of Harry Potter!

In advance of this special occasion a national campaign
has been launched to recruit 1400 bell ringers. This is
the number of bell ringers who died in the trenches. If
you are over 18 and interested in learning to ring you
are very welcome to come along to St James Church,
Bramley either on a Sunday morning at 10am or on
practice night – 8pm on Tuesdays. Our Tower captain,
Terry Cooper, has been teaching for over 20 years
and is always keen to take on new learners. He can be
contacted on 01256 881102. Alternatively feel free to
email me on rbarclaysmith@gmail.com There is no need
to read music, there is no age limit (the oldest bell ringer
in the country is 98!) and you are bound to pick it up
quicker than I did!

At the beginning of March, each extremely excited class set
off on the journey to London; the children’s enthusiasm and
eagerness was wonderful! Throughout the day they were able
to tour the actual sets where filming took place, and develop
a great understanding of the film making process. They
particularly enjoyed the creepy atmosphere of the Forbidden
Forest where spiders leapt at them through the darkness!!
We even got to fly a broomstick, board the Hogwarts Express
and see how film makers created the swooping scenes over
the whole castle without ever leaving the studio!

Rachel Barclay Smith

We were extremely fortunate to have a lesson during the
Studio Tour and were able to get up really close to, and
even touch, some of the props they used in the movies. The
children were also taught about what makes a really good
story, and how they could use just a few items from the films
to create exciting characters and plots, with lots of twists and
turns in them to keep the reader interested! We then had
time to look around the tour and really appreciate how much
work went into each scene.
When we returned from the trip the ideas the children had
for writing their own stories were amazing. Their focus and
understanding of story writing was brilliant and some really
high quality work was produced.
Once the stories were finished, the children were able to
transform them into play scripts. In just over two weeks’
time, the children will be performing these plays, along
with songs, and musical compositions to parents, families
and friends. Everest Community Academy has very kindly
offered us their theatre, meaning the children will have a real
stage to perform on and a packed auditorium to entertain.
The buzz, hard work and enthusiasm around our new topic
has been magical!
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Bramley Parish Council
Housing Developments
The Parish Council continues to
monitor the progress of the housing
developments in Bramley. The PC
has met with the developers of the
land south of the Street at the corner
of Cufaude Lane (18/00366/RES)
for the 65 houses. The response to
the reserved matters associated with
this development can be seen on the
Basingstoke and Deane website under
planning and covers house design,
materials used, parking, lighting
and security so that the housing is
in keeping with the houses in the
area. This development borders the
Conservation area.
Other planning applications
discussed and responded to are:
17/04276/FUL Land at Cufaude Lane
Bramley: - Change of use of site as a
gypsy site for one family comprising
two mobile homes and touring caravans
including installation of cesspit.

The responses to these applications and
the state of applications in the pipeline
can be found on BDBC website or on
Bramley PC website under Minutes of
the Planning Committee Meeting.

WWI Commemorations
There have been no suggestions
from the community concerning
this celebration. The idea of a War
Memorial within the village has
had to be shelved because the PC
has no powers to arrange this. A
commemorative Bench placed within
the village is the most likely alternative.
RBL Hampshire & Isle of Wight are
producing a Silent Soldier (a silhouette
of a soldier) which can be fixed to
buildings and walls. The PC is enquiring
about this as part of Bramley showing
a mark of respect to the many that lost
their lives and never returned home.

18/00370/ROC Razors Farm Cufaude
Lane: - Variation of condition 1 of
16/03842/RES to allow amended
plans for inclusion of kick about area
within phase2.
T/00102/18/TCA Grays house The
Street Bramley:- T1 Scots pine: fell.

OUR COMMUNITY
Air Quality in Bramley
As fully reported last month, the air
quality is continuing to be monitored.
A full report will shortly be submitted
to Hampshire County Council. ITV
Meridian news picked up on the article
in last month’s magazine and requested
an interview for participation in a
programme concerning “Safe Route
to School”. This all adds weight to the
programme of the PC to improve the
quality of the air in Bramley with a
reduction in the number of vehicles
using the C32, and also a safe route to
school involving a safe crossing near
the railway barrier and safe path across
the courtyard of Mekanix Garage.
Information concerning the work of
the Parish Council can be found on
the Bramley Parish Council website.
Residents are more than welcome at
the monthly Parish Council Meetings
where they can ask questions and air
their views as to what actions they
believe are required to maintain a high
quality of life. Spring is around the
corner, or so we believe, as the daffodils
bring a bit of colour to the Green and
other areas in Bramley.
Malcolm Bell
Vice Chair Bramley Parish Council
On behalf of Bramley Parish Council

Next Parish Council Meeting is 17th April at 19.30 in the Bramley Room at the village hall.

BRAMLEY SHOW 2018
It is with great sadness that the show committee has learned of the passing
of one of its valued members, Mrs Jo Lyles, who died in hospital on the 4
March. Jo served on our committee for a number of years and took charge of
the provisioning and service of teas and cakes at the village hall on show days.
An excellent and prolific cake baker, she provided the recipes for the cakes in
the domestic division of the Bramley Show schedule each year including the
popular cake recipes for the men only. Shortly before her death she provided
the committee with the recipes for this year’s show and the cake recipe for men
only is given below. So come along men, start practising your baking skills and
help us to honour Jo’s memory with a record number of entries this year.

ORANGE FRUIT TEA BREAD
¼ pt. hot tea
5 ozs soft brown sugar

2. Stir and cover and leave to stand
overnight.

5 ozs currants

3. Grease and line 7” square cake tin.

5 ozs sultanas

4. Preheat oven Gas 2
/150 deg.C/300 deg.F.

grated rind of 2 oranges
10 ozs SR flour
1 egg

5. Stir flour and egg into the fruit
mixture and mix thoroughly.

Method

6. Pour into tin and bake for one
and a half hours.

1. Place fruit, sugar and orange rind in
a bowl and cover with hot tea.

7. Cool and serve sliced with or
without butter.
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Seed potatoes for the children’s
Grand Potato Competition are still
available free of charge from Anne at
9 Longbridge Road.
More from the schedule for this year
will appear next month including the
Bakewell tart recipe for the domestic
division.

Anne Porter
Bramley Show Committee

LITTLE LONDON
Pamber Parish Council Notes
for Little London

News from The Priory Primary School
In recent years we have been fortunate to have received
a visit from the education team at Warburtons bakery.
It is a visit that the children always look forward to
and here is Sienna in Year 3 to tell you more about the
special day:

Pamber Parish Council met on Monday 12 March.

STATEMENT BY PAMBER PARISH COUNCIL
There have been a number of recent incidents of anti-social
behaviour in the Parish. Please remember that the police can
only act if these incidents are reported. The Parish Council
strongly encourage all residents to report such incidents to
the police via 101, or 999 in an emergency. Do not assume
that someone else might have reported it, or even if you know
someone else has reported it, if you’ve seen something, report it.
Thank you.

Contact your County Councillor
We are extremely fortunate to have a very proactive County
Councillor, Rhydian Vaughan, who is receptive to any problem
that you may have, and is also now on facebook! If you wish to
ask anything his details are Fb.com/tellrhydian

Neighbourhood Planning meeting.
Thursday April 12th-7.30pm, St. Stephen’s Hall, Little London
All are welcome to attend, regardless of whether you have not
participated before. Come along and help shape the future of
your Parish! A huge thank you to those who are already taking
part - great progress is being made and it is exciting to begin to
form a future vision of how this wonderful area should progress.
The next meeting of Pamber Parish Council will be held at St.
Stephen’s Hall, Little London on Monday April 9th, 7.30pm.
L. S. Browne (Clerk). Tel. 07920 787170.
Email clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk

Year 3 absolutely loved the Warburton’s visit! We
learnt so much and they were really, really kind.
We learnt about yeast and that yeast is made of
tiny microorganisms that eat the ingredients you
mix with them and they gradually get bigger and
bigger the more that they eat. At the end we made
healthy sandwiches that we could take home and eat
happily. They also did a quiz at the end after we made
sandwiches to see what we had learnt, they gave out
crayons to us if we got the question right.
By the time you read this the parents of the children
who will be joining us in September will be about to
receive their official offer of a place from Hampshire
County Council. This is a very exciting time for us all
and we will look forward to welcoming the children and
their families to various events to help them settle in
to the Priory way. In school we tend to plan at least a
year ahead so our thoughts will be turning increasingly
then to the children who might join us in the following
September; as ever, if you would like to visit the school
either as a prospective parent or grandparent you would
be most welcome.
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LIFESTYLE
April
You may remember a couple of issues
ago I wrote about Groundhog Day.
On 2nd February, if I had had a real
groundhog (a type of marmot) it would
have seen its own shadow and gone back
into its lair, foretelling six more weeks
of winter. Did you scoff at this? Well, as
I write, six weeks later in mid-March,
the weather forecast is for freezing
temperatures and possible snow, and I
am sure you will not have forgotten the
recent ‘Beast from the East’! Anyway,
that is the last time I will be mentioning
Groundhogs (until next year).

‘April is the cruellest month’ wrote T.S.
Eliot in his poem ‘The Waste Land’. I
can only assume he was a bit depressed
at the time. I much prefer Simon and
Garfunkel singing ‘April Come She
Will’, which, if you don’t know the
song, is a rare treat. It is actually about
the changing moods of a girl in love.
I had always thought it was originally
a traditional song, but it was actually
written by Paul Simon in 1965.
April is the second month of Spring in
the meteorological calendar. It is also
the first of a sequence of months which
can also be girls’ names: April, May,
June, July (Julie). This is the time of
the year when we all start to get outside
and do things. April sees the beginning
of the cricket season, and the football
season is working up to its climax. And
to kick everything off in April we have
the traditional April Fool’s Day on the
first, which to complicate things this
year is also Easter Sunday.
There have been some memorable
April Fool hoaxes over the years. In

1957, the BBC Panorama programme
broadcast a feature about Swiss
farmers harvesting spaghetti from their
‘spaghetti trees’. This resulted in people
demanding to know where they could
obtain a spaghetti plant.
My favourite April Fool is shown in the
picture. In Copenhagen in 2001, a coffee
company called Gevalia put this obsolete
subway carriage on to the square and
made it look as though it had burst
through the pavement from underneath.
It had actually been cleverly cut
away diagonally. The accident tape
says ‘Uventede gæster’ which means
‘unexpected guests’. This was the
advertising slogan of the Gevalia coffee
company, always featuring various types
of vehicle arriving at a house, requiring
coffee to be made for them.
In Bramley we now have the relatively
recent tradition of the St George’s Day
celebration on Clift Meadow. There is
more elsewhere in the magazine on this,
but please come along and support it.
Michael Luck

:LVK\RX:HUH+HUH"
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SPECIAL FEATURE
Meridian TV comes to Bramley
In last month’s magazine you will have read the article from
Cllr Bruce Ansell on air pollution at the railway crossing.
The levels are well in excess
of what they should be in a
rural environment.
Meridian TV are working on
a project about air pollution
close to schools and sent a
team to have a look at what
Bramley are doing on the
subject. They were keen to
come and film in Bramley,
specifically with all the traffic
issues around the bakery and
level crossing area. The crew
also followed one family on
their journey to the school
and what that entails.
When we are notified of the
programme going out, we
will report either here or on
the Bramley website. In the
meantime, here are a few
photos taken on the day.
fb.com/tellrhydian

Bruce Ansell being interviewed in the bakery

Councillors Venetia Rowland (Borough) Malcolm Bell (Parish)
& Rhydian Vaughan (County) being interviewed by Meridian TV.
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SPECIAL FEATURE
to wear a microphone. I was supposed to give a running
commentary on our walk, but I think I completely forgot, I
was too focussed on not tripping over and making sure the
children were being good! John was relieved he’d recently
decorated the hallway, (the only room they filmed us in)
and particularly pleased when they did a close up shot of
the children’s shoes next to his new skirting board! It was a
great experience for us that we all really enjoyed.

15 Minutes of Fame for the
Nicholson Family
As well as filming by the level crossing, Meridian also
followed Helena and John Nicholson and their children,
Laura (Y4) and William (YR) on their walk to school. We
caught up with them to ask them a few questions.

Did you know they were going to be filming you?

Do you always walk to school?

Yes, it had all been prearranged a few days before. They
filmed us at the house getting ready to set off and followed us
all the way to school. For once we kept our fingers crossed
the barrier would be down (for the purposes of filming!) like
it is 4 mornings out of 5, and thankfully it was. We timed it
perfectly!

Yes, rain or shine. We live in Coopers Lane so it’s easier to
walk than get stuck in all the traffic at the barrier and then
struggle to park near the school. There’s no excuse not to
walk really when we live so close. We nearly always get stuck
at the level crossing though – when you cross it four times a
day just for the school run, it’s very frustrating!

Was that the end of the filming?
After we got to school, they did a few takes of us
saying goodbye to the children then interviewed
a few willing parents at the school gate. Once the
morning rush was over and all was a bit calmer,
we filmed another “goodbye” and then they
interviewed us and Laura. She was absolutely
thrilled, and took it all in her stride, answering
seriously and confidently! William kept asking
when they were going to ask him questions!
However, when we got to his classroom, his lovely
teachers treated him like a celebrity, wanting his
autograph and laying out a red ‘carpet’ for him to
walk on! Meridian then moved on to speak with
Mr Golding and Mr Moore.
We were also asked by Meridian to record our
route to and from school on a mobile phone the
days before the official filming. This was so they could see
what the traffic and parking were like in the afternoon and
to get an honest “bird’s eye view” of an ordinary day. So if
anyone saw John and me holding our phones aloft while
giving a running commentary, that was why! We were
“lucky” to be able to film a typical day when we got stuck at
the crossing and huge queues of traffic (most with engines
still running, despite the new signs!) either side of the barrier
as well as the usual after school chaos at the crossroads
opposite the bakery. Laura did some of the filming and was
very excited to think they might use her footage!

You said you were also interviewed, what did
they ask you?
They asked if it had been a typical morning, getting stuck at
the track and then having to wait a long time to cross two
main roads to school. They also asked what our greatest
concern safety wise was, the traffic or the air pollution on the
walk to school.

What did Laura and William think about it all?
Laura: It was so exciting! I liked it when the cameraman
filmed us all the way to school and people were looking at us!
I feel a little bit famous now and can’t wait to hopefully see
us on telly!
William: It was good and I was nervous. I walked very nicely
to school. Will I be famous too?

How did you find the filming?
We were all very excited and up early that morning.
Once Christine, the reporter, and Mike, the cameraman,
arrived my nerves set in, especially when they asked me
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All Seasons
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Reliably serving the
community for over 20 years
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Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •
• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •
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Call STEVE on
01256 353727
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Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
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Floors direct to your door

Elm Park Garden Centre

BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW
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Garden Furniture D Outdoor Living D BBQs
Birdcare D Plants D Bedding D Seeds D Compost
Pots D Hanging Baskets D Tools D Fencing
Sheds D Garden Gift Vouchers D Coffee Shop
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www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk
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Like and Share us on Facebook
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Tel 01256 850587
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OUR COMMUNITY
ST GEORGE’S DAY FETE
- Saturday 21 April 2018

Les Misérables:
School Edition

Much is riding on this year’s fete in Bramley and the
committee have been pulling out all the stops. Planning never
really stops throughout the year but the pace quickens as we
approach winter and by now it’s beyond a fast jog and we are
hoping to have enough left in the tank for a sprint finish!

BATS Next Gen are proud to
bring this author-approved
edition of the musical to
Basingstoke, performed entirely by students.
This epic story of poverty, justice and love, set against
adversity in 19th Century France, has been deemed one
of the best musicals of contemporary day. With dynamic
and emotionally powerful music, including I Dreamed a
Dream, Bring Him Home, Do You Hear the People Sing?
and On My Own, audiences worldwide are as keen to see
it now as ever.

Thoughts of a 2019 fete are not even being considered yet
but the energy that bubbles up on the day and, hopefully, lots
of encouragement from all of you who attend, will remind
us that it is a great day for all concerned and of course plans
for 2019 will start with vigour in the summer. This highly
motivated committee meets monthly at the Vicarage with
generous supplies of the Vicar’s Malbec and Chardonnay
to keep the creative juices flowing. We have divided up
each segment of the fete such as stalls, field plan, food and
refreshments to mention a few and each committee member
takes a responsibility for a different part of the day. Then
there are the jobs that seem to fall between responsibilities
and much time is spent trying to foresee potential issues so
we are prepared. Recently we have benefited greatly from
both the Tadley ATC and the Bramley Scouts who have
assisted with car parking, the tents and general heavy lifting
throughout the day. This year we are especially proud to be
hosting the annual St George’s Day parade for the Silchester
District Scouts which includes our own Bramley Scouts.
This is a major event in their annual calendar and we have
arranged for the Tadley Brass Band to provide musical
accompaniment. We wish them all well for their big day.  

The cast of students come from across
our borough, with two being local talent
from Bramley: Eleanor Knop and
Jacob Marshall.
The show is running at The
Haymarket Theatre, Basingstoke,
from the 12th – 14th April.
Evening performances at 7.30pm
and a Saturday matinee at 2.30pm.
To book tickets please call Box
Office 01256 844244 or book
online www.anvilarts.org.uk

In addition to the Scouts Parade we shall be running with
the Bramley Mile which has proved such a popular event in
previous years. After an energy-fuelled warm up we shall
wave off the enthusiastic runners which herald the start of
the day’s festivities. There will be stalls a-plenty for local
crafts as well as fun activities for the children such as hoopla, beat the goalie and many more. We have an amazing
silent auction with some stellar prizes on offer. If you have
anything to donate please get in touch with Eileen Gulston
- the more the merrier. Bouncy castles, zorbing, merry-goround, classic cars, gymnastic demonstration and a drama
workshop are just some of the enticing activities, plus our
newly conceived children’s tent for the under 10’s complete
with magic show and glitter painting. We are genuinely
optimistic that we have a range of activities to keep everyone
entertained regardless of age. This has always proved to be
such a successful day and we are confident that, once again,
Bramley will show itself as a warm and welcoming village.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Simon Gill
Chairman, Clift Meadow Trust

THANK YOU TO THE BRAMLEY
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Judith Harris would like to give a big shout out to
the Bramley Volunteer Drivers (Colin in particular)
who got her to and from her chemotherapy session at
Basingstoke Hospital during the worst of the snow in
March. Despite the terrible driving conditions caused by
the wind blowing the cleared snow back across the roads,
Judith was able to make it to her session.
We are very lucky to have such dedicated volunteers
in Bramley
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CROSSWORD
15

Exam for a long lasting game ? (4)

16

Did famous alsation dog have a short call to do the cancan. (3,3,3)

19
20

Plant where fog, the French and a foot part can encourage kisses at
Christmas. (9)
Gentle creature that sounds like a thump. (4)

22

Wide forceful throwing gives an airing. (12)

24

Climbing plant that could become alien. (5)

26

Draw eel backwards to edge towards the sheltered side. (7)

28

You and me retire before the remainder to be the most certain. (6)

29

One who waits on at numbered river. (8)

Down

Cryptic Crossword No: 17
See page 31 for the answers.

1

An uncle to President Trump ? (3)

2

Remains of a financial collapse ? (4)

3
5

Was follower of punk rocker Johnny this bad ? (6)
Pear it if it will produce a pre-dinner drink. (8)

6

Within trigonometry can be found the arrangement of sails. (3)

7

Being fair after time creates offence. (11)

8

Describes a system of rule using one's head. (12)

10

Mother Earth follows country paths. (6,6)

12

Vehicles that sound like really smart phones. (11)

14

Egyptian god who exists twice ? (4)

Across

17

Ultra modern means to travel inside. (4)

1

Disorganised Pru's ascent created mild astonishment. (8)

18

Slow workers could be a nickname for Noddy's friend. (8)

4

Can this follower of Jasper really be a vegetable. (6)

21

Oddly sincere Zoe led to sudden expulsion. (6)

9

A muddled book with sin can make things wet. (7)

23

Traffic wardens hiding hospital department. (4)

11

Bird or comic. (5)

25

Its only fair to find one of the elements. (3)

13

Middle parts produce ideal principal ornaments. (12)

27

Animal sounds like it may have some money. (3)

Garden Design
Sarah Plested 07799 256577
e: sarah@bramleyappledesign.co.uk
www.bramleyappledesign.co.uk

INSPIRATIONAL GARDENS WITH A DASH OF REALITY
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INFORMATION
Loan sharks
Reporting a problem
to Trading Standards
Trading Standards deal with
complex consumer problems and
potential criminal activities.
If you want to report a problem to
Trading Standards, you should contact
the Citizens Advice consumer service,
who share information reported to
them with Trading Standards.
This information tells you about illegal
lending and what to do if you have
borrowed from a loan shark.

What is a loan shark
To lend money lawfully you have to be
authorised by the Financial Conduct
Authority (FCA). People who lend
money without being FCA authorised
are breaking the law. They are known
as loan sharks.
Loan sharks often work from home,
charge very high rates of interest and
don’t give you much paperwork to
confirm the arrangements they have
made with you.
Loan sharks often take other illegal
action to collect the money they have
lent you, such as threatening violence

or taking away your credit
cards or valuables. In
extreme cases, they have
been known to force nonpayers into prostitution
and drug dealing. If a loan shark
threatens you or acts in a violent way,
contact the police straight away.

Checking a lender is authorised
If you borrowed money from someone
who isn’t FCA authorised, you haven’t
broken the law, they have.
You can find out whether a money
lender is authorised by checking the
register on the FCA website at
www.fca.org.uk.

What to do if you owe money to
a loan shark
In England, if you think a money
lender is operating without being FCA
authorised, you can speak in confidence
to the Illegal Money Lending Hotline
on 0300 555 2222. You can also email
the Illegal Money Lending Team at
reportaloanshark@stoploansharks.gov.
uk or text loan shark and your message
to 60003.
In Scotland, you can speak in
confidence to the national Trading

Standards Scotland team to report
an illegal money lender on 0800 074
0878, or report it online to them at
www.tsscot.co.uk.
In Wales, you can report concerns
about a money lender to the Wales
Illegal Money Lending Unit which
operates a 24 hour confidential
helpline on: 0300 123 33 11.
In Northern Ireland you can contact
the Trading Standards Consumerline,
telephone 0300 123 6262.
The advisers can give you advice about
your situation. The information you
provide helps them to take action to
stop illegal money lending. You can find
more information about loan sharks
and reporting them on the GOV.UK
website at www.gov.uk.
If you are in debt or you are thinking
about borrowing from a loan shark,
get advice first, for example, at a
Citizens Advice.
Need further information or Help?
Citizens Advice Basingstoke is located
within Basingstoke Discovery Centre.
The Advice Line telephone number is
0344 111 306
www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk
www.citizensadvice.org.uk

PLUMBING HEATING
& BUILDING SERVICES
Oil, Solid Fuel, Natural Gas & LPG installations
Gas Safe Registration No 74691
We have 41 years experience and can offer the following services at a competitive price:
• Boiler Upgrades
• Plumbing Services – including bathroom installations
• Heating Systems
• Fault Finding
• Power Flushing
• Kitchen Installations
• Extensions & Alterations
From changing a tap washer to extending your house no job is too big or too small
No call out charge
Please contact us on:
07774 140325 Phil Leaver
07879 553210 Dan Leaver
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OUR COMMUNITY
Beat Report February

of vehicles seen riding along common land or footpaths

Burglaries:

without good cause. If I receive more reports of this nature, I
will hopefully be able to narrow down the times I would need

There has been one dwelling burglary in Bramley and
Sherfield this month, which involved a property being
broken into and cash and jewellery being stolen. The car
keys for the vehicle parked on the driveway were also stolen
but the vehicle was left at the scene.

to be on the cinder path to identify the rider.

Speeding/ Traffic offences:
There have been three reports of speeding/ dangerous
driving reported to us over the last month and one damage-

Burglaries remain a district priority. Recently a
Basingstoke criminal was identified by CCTV at a burglary
in Sherborne St John. The male was arrested and as a
result of the identification was also charged with a string
of other burglaries and thefts across the district. He was
remanded in custody until his appearance at court. This
goes to prove the vital importance of the crime prevention
advice that we give out. If the aggrieved did not have CCTV
installed, we would likely not have been able to identify the
male so he would have been allowed to continue with his
unacceptable behaviour.

only traffic collision.
If you are interested in joining the local community
Speedwatch, please contact me directly so I can talk you
through what this would involve.

Suspicious Incidents:
There have also been 11 suspicious vehicle/ person reports.
None of these are majorly concerning.

Overall:

Anti Social Behaviour:

Firstly, I would like to apologise for the delay in my beat

There have been four reports of ASB this month. One of
these incidents involved someone riding a motorbike along
the cinder path, causing a pedestrian to pick her dog up to
prevent it running in front of the bike. If you experience
any problems such as this, please report this to us on 101
directly. There is an offence under section 34 of the Road
Traffic Act and I will always challenge riders/ owners

reports. A mixture of annual leave and very busy shifts
meant that I did not have enough time to complete them.
Secondly, it is with mixed emotions that I say this will be
the last report I send out to you as I will be handing over
Bramley and Sherfield to PCSO Richard Fisher over the
coming month.
Richard is relatively new to my team but worked on our
other team at Tadley before moving over to join us. I will be
working with him over the coming month and introducing
him to the beat. I will try to introduce Richard to as many
people as possible before I move to cover Tadley from April.
The drugs offence listed below is in relation to a youth
arrested for theft of a motor vehicle from Basingstoke. He
was located on Silchester Road, Bramley and also had a
small amount of cannabis on his person. He is currently
awaiting a police outcome for the offences. This incident is
linked to the theft of vehicle listed below.

February Crime Stats
ASB – 4

Assault – 5			

Burglary Dwelling – 1

Burglary non-Dwelling – 0

Concern for Welfare – 2

Criminal Damage – 3

Domestic incidents – 1

Driving Complaint – 3		

Drugs offence – 1

Public Order – 1			

Road Related Incidents – 1 Road Traffic Collision – 1
Suspicious Incidents – 11

Theft – 2			

Theft of Vehicle – 1
Emergency. As always, please can I ask all residents to
report any suspicious persons, vehicles or incidents using
the 101 telephone number; please only ring 999 if it is a
genuine emergency.
Many thanks,
PCSO Nathan Johnson
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BEAUTIFUL BRAMLEY

J

ohn Stubbs isn’t just an expert on nature.
This month he tackles architecture and
looks through some of Bramley’s
Beaurepaire Windows

Anyone walking down The Street a hundred years ago
would have seen that most of the houses had the same style
of window. It’s not the case now, of course, but how did
it come about – a rash of nineteenth century hard-selling
window salesmen, or did a load of window casements fall
from the back of a horse-drawn lorry?
Probably neither. Like a lot of historical stuff, it seems
a combination of things – some national, some purely
local. Perhaps the most critical factor would have been the
idiosyncrasy of two of the village’s squires, the brothers
Alfred and Henry Welch-Thornton, and Henry’s son, also
Henry. These guys, having prospered from brewing in
London, took on Beaurepaire Park Estate around 1873 from
the Brocas family who had, after some 500 years there,
decidedly not prospered. At that time, the Estate comprised
the Park, Beaurepaire House (rather in the style of a moated
medieval castle) and most of the surrounding farmland
and related dwellings. The injection of energy and cash
presaged a sort of Victorian benevolent period during which
the Welch-Thorntons rescued the House and improved the
Estate properties around the village, building new cottages
for the estate workers in what we now call the vernacular
style – using local timber, bricks, tiles and labour. Over
a period of some fifty years they ran the Estate as well as
consistently supporting and helping fund the church, its
fabric, the school, a village hall, the magazine, and many of
the village social events. It does seem reasonable that they
saw the adoption of a uniform style of window as one way of
harmonising the area, even if this did in some cases involve
the removal of much older features that would nowadays be
preserved. Planning regulations were, well, optional in such
cases, at the time.

of their choosing. In this case, the windows echoed a sort
of Gothic Revival fashionable at the time; similar windows
can occasionally be seen around the country in late 19th
Century estate properties– and if you look carefully, also in
Duck Island Cottage, the odd little building in St James’ Park
Lake. St James’ Park Westminster, that is, not the one in
Bramley, which is pretty much lake-free, as I write.
Our legacy of these windows, then, came about from a
peculiar set of circumstances. Inevitably, things changed:
again there were lots of factors, but perhaps the most
fundamental were due to the First World War. During that
time, agriculture had been state supported: come 1921, the
Agriculture Act was repealed and farming went into a rapid
decline, low wages, low produce prices and high taxation of
the big estates. So, in 1922 the whole Beaurepaire Estate
was split up and put on the market: 2224 acres in 62 lots
that went for a total of some £80,000 – cottages typically
£250 -£500. No mains water, no electricity, no drains, no
gas, no broadband, no tv – nice and quiet, though. Most
of the twenty or so be-fenestrated properties are still with
us, and they’re less likely to be lost now. Inside, on a sunny
day, sunbeams through the leaves of a wind- blown tree
give a magical shadow theatre display from the wavering
distortions of the old glass: beats a lot of tv shows, in fact.

But why this particular type of cast-iron window casement?
They certainly had the skills to make wooden sash windows,
the form that had pretty much been adopted after the older
leaded light windows were superseded. Earlier windows
had small panes of glass because bigger sheets just couldn’t
be made: crown glass was hand-formed by spinning a blob
of molten glass at the end of a rod fast enough to form a
disc. This gave only small segments of flattish glass, plus
the round lump from the middle, and it was enormously
expensive. By the latter half of the nineteenth century
glass was still hand-made but it was cut from a blown glass
cylinder which was split and opened out. This process gave
sheets up to a few feet square, reasonably clear and flat, and
much less expensive. Hence these quite elaborate casements
with the small glass panes weren’t fitted of necessity: they
must have been chosen for their appearance.
At this time, cast iron founding was increasingly used for
all sorts of decorated artefacts – ranges, fireplaces, cooking
ware, shelf brackets and the like were widely sold. The
cost of cast-iron was coming down, and the quality much
improved, with the introduction of steam power for blast
furnace air-pumps. The quality of some of the metalwork
was impressive: though using sand-moulds, the elaborately
decorated fire surrounds were stylishly shaped and used
delicate, thin sections. This was highly skilled work,
concentrated around the Midlands, and it meant that
house-builders were afforded a range of comparatively
cheap fittings with which to embellish their work in styles
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LIFESTYLE
Bringing the Stone Age to Life
Probus members were taken back to
pre-historic times when Katy England
from Salisbury museum gave a talk
about times in early Britain.

to be sewn together for clothing. Cave
painting started about 30,000 years
ago when ochre and charcoal were used
as the basis for colour.

The earliest UK remains were
discovered at Boxgrove near Chichester
in the 1990s, around 500,000 years
old. Consisting of a leg bone, two
teeth, wooden spears and hand-held
flint axes, it is calculated that they
originated from a 6 feet tall and well
built male.

The Great Ice Age came 20,000 years
ago and after its departure rising sea
levels created different continents as
the weather became similar to what we
enjoy today. Mammoths and reindeer
were replaced with deer and wild boar.
Thanks to the invention of a form of
glue, the development of the bow with
the “string” made from animal sinews
and arrows with flint arrow heads
and swan feather flights, the hunter/
gatherer became prevalent.

Fire developed around 400,000 years
ago perhaps coinciding with a change
in weather patterns. Over the next
200,000 years, as the weather became
colder, the original Boxgrove man
developed into Neanderthal man. He
was shorter and stockier and more able
to cope with the colder conditions.
About 50/40,000 years ago another
species arrived from Africa that
we call Homo Sapiens. Despite
some interbreeding, gradually the
Neanderthals died out. Flint and
antlers were made into tools including
needles which allowed animal skins

A significant change of life style
started 12/10,000 years ago, in a
period known as the Neolithic Stone
Age. They domesticated plants and
animals, created permanent villages
and crafts such as pottery and weaving
developed. It is recognised that this
is the most significant change in all of
human history.
See www.probusbasingstoke.
wordpress.com
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OUR COMMUNITY
making egg “shakers”, chocolate nests and
beautiful spring flower craft. We are running
an Easter raffle to fundraise for our Summer
Party and learning about baby animals and
their care. The children have had a chance to
play vets in our role play vet’s surgery.

Spring at Little Apples
Just as we started to think about spring,
the ‘Beast from the East’ sent us two snow
days and we were back in the middle of
winter! However after a false start our spring
learning is well under way.

Outside the children also have a range of
learning opportunities available to them. We
focus on building gross motor skills with our trikes, scooters
and other ride on toys. We might be trying stilts for balance
or taking part in an obstacle course over the crates. The
slides provide the opportunity for climbing and coordinating
this manoeuvre in a range of sizes. The chalk board offers
the chance to experiment with mark making on a large scale
whilst imaginative play is supported in the play house and
with our muddy dinosaur land, which could double as a
lunar landscape as well as a digging area.

We have thought about our mummies for
Mother’s Day and the children made some
beautiful keepsakes of their fingerprints in decorated
clay hearts.
The children have had a garden centre in our role play area
(see photo) and have been learning about seeds, plants and
growing. They have planted sunflowers and seen our spring
bulbs flower in the garden. We are also focusing on Easter,

The muddy kitchen allows the children to make delicious
mud pies and we also have sand and water so we can
experiment with the properties of materials. In the
construction zone, we can build with the giant blocks and
pretend to be construction workers.
As you can imagine, it’s going to be another fun and busy
month at Little Apples.
We hope you all
have a lovely Easter
Break, From Jo,
and the team

News from Butter Daisy

hearts to find which led to a great
scooping and pouring activity. St
David’s Day was celebrated too, with
the children using tissue paper and
glue to decorate their own Welsh flags.

This month at Butter Daisy Nursery, all of us dressed up
as our favourite book characters as we celebrated World
Book Day.

Our Pre-School Suite talked about the
different people they love and then
enjoyed making delicious pink cupcakes to take home and
share with them - although most of the cakes only seemed
to make it to the car before they got eaten! We made
lanterns for Chinese New Year and learnt how the years
became named after animals, which lead to our role play
area to be transformed into a vets!
The snowy weather was exciting for all of the children
too – we all wrapped up warm and played outside making
snowmen and snow angels!
With spring fast approaching we celebrated Mother’s Day
this weekend and are looking forward to St Patrick’s Day
and Easter festivities, not to mention the lighter evenings
as the clocks spring forward.
This month we re-launched our Nursery website – which
encompasses our ethos as we continue to offer premium
care: unique surroundings and outstanding education for
our families. Our website provides so much information
about all of our Nurseries, our mission statement, opening
times and fees www.mydaisynursery.com and if you are
interested in coming to visit the Butter team please call us
on 01256 882515.  

The Babies listened to ‘The
Gruffalo’ by Julia Donaldson
over and over again and
explored the deep dark woods
using our tray filled with props
to bring the story to life. The
Toddler Suite celebrated St
Valentine’s Day by exploring
red coloured rice with hidden

Clare Canning, Operations Manager
01252 336319 www.mydaisynursery.com
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INFORMATION
Getting embroiled in a dispute with a
neighbour can be particularly stressful.
If handled properly though, there is every
chance of avoiding formal litigation, which
can be lengthy and extremely costly.
There are numerous ways where you could
find yourself in a dispute with a neighbour.
You could have a disagreement relating to
the legal title to your property such as the
position of boundaries or the operation of
rights of way. It could be that the dispute
arises more out of your neighbour’s conduct
such as making excessive noise or building
works that your neighbour is carrying out or
proposing to carry out.

Getting
embroiled
in a dispute
with a
neighbour

Boundaries are a common problem and are
frequently fraught and complex. Whether
it is by the land or use of land changing
over time or by the boundary being poorly
recorded; any ambiguity over the position of
a boundary can lead to conflict and burden
both properties.

Ben Pearson

Whilst it remains unresolved, a dispute can
directly affect your property. If you wish

to sell, you may have to disclose the issue
which could have a negative impact on the
marketability or even the value of your
property. It may seem that by instructing
a solicitor you are escalating a dispute, but
in most cases it is the best way of moving
towards a solution quickly and calmly.
Dealing with a difficult neighbour directly,
perhaps over the back fence can make
matters worse.
Where disputes become heated it can be
sensible to avoid a direct approach and seek
professional help.
Cases all turn on their particular facts;
we will be able to advise you clearly as
to where you stand in law and what your
options are. We advise that the best way to
resolve disputes is by focussing on practical
solutions and where possible to avoid
litigation.
For more information and to find out how
we might assist you, contact Ben Pearson
on 01256 854608, or email ben.pearson@
phillips-law.co.uk.
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WHAT’S ON

March events at the Basingstoke Discovery Centre

Come and listen to

libraryeventsteam@hants.gov.uk www.hants.gov.uk/library/whatson-library

Main Events
National Garden Scheme
Tuesday 17 April/1.30pm/£5
A talk exploring the history of the
National Garden Scheme charity and the
many wonderful gardens opened for the
scheme. This talk is lead by Mark Porter,
the Hampshire County Organiser of the
National Garden Scheme.

Children’s Craft – Spring craft
Tuesday 10 April / from 10am / FREE
/ Ages 3+
Bright and colourful Spring craft and
colouring.
Children’s Craft – Basingstones
Saturday 14 April / from 10am / FREE
/ Ages 3+
Create your own Basingstone!

Children’s Events
Children’s Craft
– Wild Animals craft

Children’s Craft
– Dragons & Castles

Tuesday 3 April / from 10am / FREE /
Ages 3+

Saturday 28 April / from 10am / FREE
/ Ages 3+

Wild animal craft and colouring fun!

Magic fun with craft and colouring!

Basingstoke Concert Band
and Farnham Big Band
as they perform a joint concert:
TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
at
The Elizabeth Hall, Hook (RG27 9HH)
on
Saturday 14 April at 7.30-9.30 pm
Tickets cost £10 (Concessions £8) and
can be purchased direct from:
Group members; calling 07503 881241;
or at The Elizabeth Hall on the evening
Concert band and big band music
has never gone out of fashion. From
the days of swing to contemporary
performances, concert and big bands
are able to play in many different
styles with their own twist that
everybody will love.
Bring your own drinks and snacks and
enjoy the evening

Cryptic Crossword No: 17
Solutions
Across
1
4
9
11
13
15
16
19
20
22
24
26
28
29

SURPRISE
CARROT
MOISTEN
EAGLE
CENTREPIECES
TEST
RINTINTIN
MISTLETOE
LAMB
BROADCASTING
LIANE
LEEWARD
SUREST
ATTENDEE

Across
1
2
3
5
6
7
8
10
12
14
17
18
21
23
25
27

31

SAM
RUIN
ROTTEN
APERITIF
RIG
TREASONABLE
GOVERNMENTAL
NATURETRAILS
AUTOMOBILES
ISIS
TRAM
PLODDERS
SNEEZE
WARD
AIR
DOE

WHAT’S ON
Mondays

Pregnancy yoga 6-7pm

Cross House

Badminton

Village Hall

Pilates 6.30pm & 8.30pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Beavers

School Hall

Clubbell yoga 7.15-8.45pm

Cross House

Pilates 9am

Brocas Hall

Trail Runners 7.30pm

Clift Meadow car park

Music With Mummy 10.45am

Village Hall

HIIT/Bootcamp 7.45-8.30

School Hall

Jolly Babies 11.30am

Village Hall

Thursdays

Stay Active As You Age Class –
11am

Brocas Hall

Bramley & Romans Floral
Society 1st Thursday

Sherfield on Loddon
Village Hall

Petite Dance 4-9pm

Brocas Hall

Dance Club

Primary School Hall

Cubs 6.30-8pm

School Hall

Lunch Club 2nd Thursday

Cross House

Zumba with Gisella 6:30pm

Village Hall

Pilates

St Stephen’s Hall

Trail Runners 7.3opm

Clift Meadow car park

WI 2nd Thursday

Village Hall

Bootcamp 8-9pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Body Tone 9am

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 5.45pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Tuesdays
Parish Council Meetings
3rd Tuesday of the month

Bramley Room,
Village Hall

Hatha Yoga 6-7pm, 7.15-8.15pm
Cross House
& 8.30-9.30pm

Badminton

Village Hall

Youth Club 6-8pm

Brocas Hall

Bell Ringing

St James’s

Clubbercise 7pm-7.45pm
Launch night 7th September

Village Hall

Dance Club (Petite School)

Village Hall

Hipp Pilates 7-8pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Karate

Primary School Hall

Modern Jive Classes 8-10.30pm

Village Hall

Short Mat Bowls

Village Hall

Zumba 8.15- 9.15pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Slimming World
starting in March

Brocas Hall

Bootcamp 9-10pm

Brocas Hall

Tuesday Club

St Stephen’s Hall

Fridays

Hipp Pilates 7-9pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hatha Yoga 9.30-10.45am

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 9.30am

Brocas Hall

Pilates 11.30am

Clift Meadow Pavilion

0-5 Toddler Group 10.15 - 11.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hipp Pilates 1.30-2.30pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Bramley Mums Walking Group
6.50 for 7pm

Perform 3.30pm

Clift Meadow Pavilion

ARO Kickboxing 7.00pm

Village Hall

Clift Meadow car park

Wednesdays
1st Bramley Brownies

Village Hall

Saturdays

Guides

Village Hall

Dance School

Brocas Hall

Rainbows

Village Hall

Farmers market 1st Saturday

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Scouts

Brocas Hall

Sundays

Baby Clinic plus Stay and Play
2nd Wednesday 9.30-11.00am

Clift Meadow Pavilion

Dinky Disco

WG Pilates 9.30-10.30am

Cross House

See page 5 for Church services at St James’s Bramley
& St Stephen’s Little London

Caterpillar Music 9.45am

Village Hall
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Village Hall

Contact Details for Village Clubs and Organisations
Organisation

Name

Parish Council

Maxta Thomas

Clift Meadow

Eileen Gulston

Tel No

Email

www.bramleypc.co.uk
07810 692486
parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk
881125
e.e.gulston@gmail.com

Cross House

Pam Luck

882687

Village Hall

Catriona Hayward

07464 749997 Bookings@bvht.org.uk

School Hall
Active Mums Post Natal
Exercise
Badminton

Alison Tarrant

881339

Emma Perkins

07973 389407

Jane Matthews

881647

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts

Jodie Saunders

881113

Bell ringers

Terry Cooper

881102

Bootcamp
Michelle Williams
Bramley Out of School
Julie Belam
Club/Holiday Club
Bramley Volunteer Drivers

crosshousebramley@gmail.com

WHAT’S ON
Remarks
Not for bookings
Bookings
Bookings
Bookings

emmatraining@hotmail.com
www.emmaperkins.com
jodie@bramley-scouts.org.uk

Bramley Youth Club

Lee Goreham

07799 242621 michellehotmama@hotmail.co.uk
info@bramleyoutofschoolclub.com
07711 339306
www.bramleyoutofschoolclub.com
07787 166924 Visit us on Facebook
lee.goreham@BVaction.org.uk
01256 423824

Brownies

Suzanne Cox

07920 822221 suzanne-cox@hotmail.com

Caterpillar Music

Jasmine McCarthy

07952 935021 jasmine.mccarthy@caterpillarmusic.com

Clubbercise

Chris Burch

07979 417743 Facebook Clubbercise Bramley with Chris Adults

Country Music

Roy Seymour

07917 744780

Dance Club (Petite)
DanceXAffinity/
Modern Jive
Dinky Disco

Louise Onslow

883568

Chris Birch

07979 417743 info@dancexaffinity.co.uk

Nikki Mills

07523072591

Exercise classes

Caroline Sherlock

07845 217901 caroline@this2thisfitness.co.uk

Farmers market

Jo Kemp Williams

07557412400

Floral Society

Joyce Rawlinson

889040

Guides

Ailsa Stockwell

07584 676931

Hatha Yoga

Jacqui Morris

07539 432228 jacqui.morris28@gmail.com

Hipp Pilates

Jo Kemp Williams

07557 412400 jo.kemp-williams@outlook.com

Jolly Babies

Sam Gill

07765 408587 samgillmusic@hotmail.com

ARO Kickboxing

07910 054694 aidanhudsonpt@gmail.com

Lunch Club

Aidan Hudson
Jo Whatley & Sian
Davies
Chris Woodward

Mum’s Walking Group

Julie Wilson

Music with Mummy

Sam Gill

07765 408587 samgillmusic@hotmail.com

Perform

Gemma Payne

07825 916496 gemmapayne@perform.org.uk

Pilates

Heather Lewis

07785 254313 hsfitnessuk@mac.com

Pilates

Kelly James

07789 487499 kkellyjames@aol.com

Pilates (WG Pilates)

Wendy Gill

07961 102535 wendygill44@yahoo.co.uk

Royal British Legion

Rhydian Vaughan

07774 681516

Short Mat Bowls

John & Pauline Walker 881065

St Stephen’s Hall

Doreen Quilter

850394

Thula Mama

Rebecca Cooch

07971 798945 rebecca.cooch@gmail.com

Trail Runners

Richard Perkins

WI

Pat Cole

881715

Yoga

Lisa Caprai

Zumba with Gisella

Gisella Soulsby

0-5s club

Laura Lamb

07876 028329 lisa@lisacyoga.co.uk
zumbagisella1@gmail.com
07704 918050
Facebook: Gisella Soulsby – Zumba
07766 560918 lauraslamb@gmail.com

Little Apples

www.basingstokevoluntaryaction.co.uk/youth

Now Weds only

No children please

nikki.m.mills@hotmail.com
jo.kemp-williams@outlook.com

07598 588460 manager@littleapples.org
884065
juliebelam12@gmail.com

doreen.quilter@btinternet.com

Bookings

richardperkins@yahoo.com
gpcoles37@gmail.com
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£5/class + Loyalty
card for free sessions

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS
To advertise in the classified section and reach 2000 homes in
and around Bramley for as little as £2 per line. Contact:
Keith Dilliway - bram.mag.adverts@gmail.com

PART TIME VOLUNTEERING
- ROTARY’S PEOPLE OF ACTION
If you enjoy socialising why not join a motivated Rotary team
helping to create activities benefitting local causes and
providing valued service in your community. Flexible levels
of involvement available so if you can spare a few hours a
month to help out please email rotarybasingstokeloddon@
gmail.com with your details and we will contact you.

SILCHESTER PARISH CHURCH
CONCERT TO BE GIVEN BY CANTEMUS
(NEWBURY)
WITH RAVI NATHWANI (GUITAR)
ON SATURDAY, 21 APRIL 2018 AT 7.30 P.M
Admission £10
(to include glass of wine or soft drink)
From 0118 970 0825 or 0118 970 0633
or on the door
Proceeds to Fabric Fund

For all your legal needs

Personal Injury

Conveyancing



Wills & Probate



Family







Employment
Dispute Resolution

Victoria House, 39 Winchester Street, Basingstoke
01256 844888
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www.lambbrooks.com

Suppliers & Installers of:

•
•
•
•
•

Wood Flooring
Laminate Flooring
Underfloor Heating
Carpets & Vinyls
Amtico

Home Sample Service Available
Free Estimates & Expert Advice
Unit 7b Cufaude Business Park,

Cufaude Lane, Bramley, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG26 5DL

Showroom Open Saturday 10am-1pm
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