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Goodbye to Tristan Robinson
Unfortunately one of our borough counsellors, Tristan 
Robinson, will be standing down at the elections in May. 
Tristan has been representing this borough for 6 years 
and has been a stalwart supporter of our aims to keep our 
parish as rural and as distant as possible from the sprawl 
that Basingstoke is becoming.  He tells me that he wants 
to spend more time with his family and friends – not a 
cliché ! He will certainly have more spare time when not 
dealing with planning applications etc. We wish him well 
in his future endeavours.  Thank you Tristan.

Villager deliveries
Thank you to Suzanne Greeff who has been delivering the magazine to 
Weybrook Hill doormats for the past few years. Welcome Virginia Sadowski 
who had kindly agreed to take over this round.

We are very dependent on the goodwill of our delivery team and we thank 
them for their time (and sore fingers !) in getting the magazine through 
everyone’s letterbox each month.

Editorial
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There has a recently been a lot of 
discussion about leaders being held to 
account. The descriptions of the week 
before Jesus’ death on the cross relate 
the attitudes and behaviour of leaders in 
different spheres of life. 

There are the religious leaders, to whom 
Jesus is first taken after his arrest. They 
have already made up their minds to 
have Jesus put to death and look for 
evidence against him but cannot find 
any. When people give false testimony 
against him, their statements do not 
agree. They have their own assumptions: 
it is not possible for someone to be the 
Christ, God’s anointed king, and the Son 
of God. When Jesus therefore says that 
this is who he is, and that he is the figure 
promised in the Scriptures who will sit 
at God’s right and receive all authority, 
they refuse to look at the testimony that 
this is who he actually is, and condemn 
him to death (Mark 15.53-64)

Then there are the political leaders, to 
whom the religious leaders take Jesus. 
There is Herod, who had heard about 
Jesus and wants to see him perform 

a miracle. He is only interested in his 
own entertainment (Luke 23.8-12). But 
the main political leader is the Roman 
governor Pontius Pilate. The fact that 
the Christian faith has something to 
say about political leaders is reflected 
in the way that his name is preserved in 
the Apostles’ Creed: “He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate”. That also locates Jesus at 
a real moment in history. Pilate knows 
that it is out of envy that the religious 
leaders had handed Jesus over to him 
(Mark 15.10) and that Jesus had done 
nothing wrong (Luke 23.14-15, 22). 
However, the crowds, stirred up by the 
religious leaders, demand for Jesus to 
be crucified (Mark 15.11). When Pilate 
offers to release Jesus, they say that if he 
lets Jesus go, he is no friend of Caesar. 
At that, Pilate hands Jesus over to be 
crucified (John 19.12-16). He is more 
interested in keeping his job than in 
justice, so he condemns the innocent 
to die. 

Jesus is flogged, then crucified. The 
Roman soldiers, who were expert 
executioners, confirm that Jesus had 
died (Mark 15.45): they thrust a spear 
through his side (John 19.34). He is 
then wrapped in cloth and placed in 
a tomb with a stone rolled in front of 
the entrance (Mark 15.46). That was 
on the Friday. On the Sunday, when a 
group of women go to the tomb, they 
find the stone has been rolled away 
and the tomb is empty (Luke 24.2-3). 
Jesus appears to various people: the 
women (Matthew 28.9), two disciples 
on the road to Emmaus, and the Eleven 
remaining apostles. He showed them 
his hands and his feet to prove it was 
him. He invites them to touch him and 
eats in their presence to show that he is 

not a ghost but is physically alive (Luke 
24.15, 31, 36-43, John 20.19-20, 27). 
On one occasion, he appeared to more 
than 500 people (1 Corinthians 15.6). It 
strikes me that it requires more of a leap 
of faith to believe that Jesus recovered 
from his ordeal in the tomb and rolled 
the stone away, rather than being raised 
from the dead.

Jesus’ resurrection is God’s verdict on 
those leaders who condemned him 
to death. They were wrong in their 
motivations and actions. Jesus is who 
he claimed to be: the Son of God, God’s 
anointed king, the one who has all 
authority. As the apostle Paul preached, 
God ‘has set a day when he will judge 
the word with justice by the man he has 
appointed. He has given proof of this to 
all men by raising him from the dead’ 
(Acts 17.31).

God will hold leaders to account. The 
problem is that we, too, have lived in 
God’s world without regard for him. 
We have taken his good gifts whilst 
ignoring him. We have broken his laws. 
We will be held to account as well. The 
good news is that even as Jesus was 
put to death on the cross by human 
leaders, he was also fulfilling God’s 
plan to save human beings. He was 
taking upon himself the punishment 
that human beings deserve so that they 
could be forgiven. His resurrection is 
the demonstration that he accomplished 
this. For those who trust in him, “He 
was delivered over to death for our 
sins and was raised to life for our 
justification” (Romans 4.25). Come and 
discover more of this at our services on 
Good Friday and Easter Day.

The Revd Daniel Newman 
Rector

Sherbornes with Pamber
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Please note: I will be on study leave and annual leave from Easter Monday (18th April) until 31st August.  
Please direct enquiries during that time to our parish administrator at pa.swppcc@gmail.com or 07897 562134  
(Tuesday and Thursdays 10am-2pm), the churchwardens  at tim.aslet@btinternet.com, or Warren Trask,  
the Parish Ministry Assistant on swpwtrask@gmail.com or 07392 168585.
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The Services at St Andrew’s are live streamed on our YouTube channel and are available to watch afterwards.

Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBbHQM4CvpnnPsSGuuglR_w or the link on our website under the Resources Menu.

Latest COVID-19 precautions:  It is no longer a legal requirement to wear a face covering in church. However, there are a 
number of people who have expressed concerns, not just for their own safety but also for the impact on others if they become 

infected, who would feel more comfortable coming to church if face coverings were generally worn for the time being. 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING (APCM)
APCM – Sunday 24th April, 6pm SSJ Village Hall

Sunday Club:

Explorers  - School years R to Y6 meet during the service    |    Pioneers –  School years Y7 - Y9

For more information please contact Warren Trask on 07392 168585 or email swpwtrask@gmail.com

Creche – there are a few toys available for use in the Bell Tower, but this will be unsupervised

03 April
10am Details to be confirmed St Andrew’s

10 April – Palm Sunday
10am All-age Worship

Luke 19:28-40
St Andrew’s

Revd Daniel Newman 

14 April – Maundy Thursday
7.30pm The Lord’s Supper St Andrew’s

Warren Trask 

15 April – Good Friday
10am
2pm

All-age Worship
An hour at the cross

St Andrew’s
Pamber Priory

Warren Trask & Revd Daniel Newman

17 April – Easter Sunday
9.30am
10.45am

All-age Lord’s Supper                     
All-age followed by The Lord’s Supper
John 20:1-18

All Saints’
St Andrew’s

Revd Daniel Newman

24 April
10am
10am
Signs, belief, life

All-age Worship
Morning Worship
John 20:19-31

St Andrew’s
Pamber Priory

Steve Howe & Warren Trask

Please note: no service at All Saints’ this week
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022

There will be more information as we 
move nearer the date(s) and as details 
for each event are buttoned down.

Thursday, 2nd June
A Jubilee inspired quiz with questions 
firmly, or very loosely related, to this 
one in a lifetime event.

7.30 p.m. start

The Village Hall team will be running a 
bar but you are requested to bring any 
nibbles, etc. that you may want.

Raffle and prizes for the winning team

Tickets @ £5 per person

These quiz nights normally sell out very 
quickly so get your tickets from:

Shawna Campbell (07726 308431 or 
email ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com)

Friday, 3rd June
Afternoon tea at the Village hall - eat in 
or take away.

1 p.m. thru 4 p.m.

Tickets @ £6 a person

Further details and tickets from;

Shawna Campbell (07726 308431 or 
email ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com)

Sunday, 5th June
BBQ+ at the Chute Recreation Ground

Please bring your own drinks

There will be Vegan and Vegetarian 
options - please advise when applying 
for tickets. The menu for the day is  
as follows;

Sticky BBQ pulled pork bun - (optional 
lettuce, tomato & red onion salsa)

Crispy breaded chicken burger with 
Swiss cheese - (optional lettuce, tomato 
& red onion salsa)

Halloumi, sweet chilli & rocket bun - 
(optional lettuce, tomato & red onion 
salsa) (V)

Roasted Plant-Based Burger - (optional 
lettuce, tomato & red onion salsa) 
(Vegan)

+Skin on chips

For the first 250 Parishioners who want 
a ticket then the event will be FREE 
(The free tickets will be limited to 
Parishioners who are registered on the 
electoral register and any family that live 

with them). If you require tickets for 
friends/relatives who live outside  
the Parish then tickets can be purchased 
@ £5 for these folks (total attendees 
limited to 300)

Ed Campbell and his travelling players 
will be providing musical interludes 

Timings are as follows

1 p.m. - thru 3 p.m. - Set up gazebos, etc.

2 p.m. - Short outdoor Christian service 
at the Chute

3 p.m. - Food served

5 p.m. - Close 

Further details and tickets from:   

Parish Council (07799 072506 or e-mail 
chairman@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk)

Scarecrow Competition 
In parallel to the above there will be a 
Jubilee themed scarecrow competition.

Saturday 28th May - Ready for review

Sunday 29th May - Judging

Friday 3rd June - Travel the Scarecrow 
trail to see all the entries - leave from 
the village hall

Sunday 5th June - Prize giving at  
the Chute 

For further details contact Tracey Jeram, 
tracey.jeram@googlemail.com

PROTECT YOUR VILLAGE NOW
On Sunday 13th March there was an 
incredible turnout for the first SSJ Save 
Our Greenfields community meeting.

The SSJSOG group provided a  
detailed update on progress to date  
and also next steps in relation to 
opposing the devastating proposed 
development of 26 houses on the fields 
north of Cranesfield.

What can you do next to protect  
your village?
Feedback your objections to the council 

once the formal planning application 
has been submitted by Rydon to 
Basingstoke Council. This is critical  
to ensure we show a mass of  
opposition to this speculative 
development which is not in line  
with our Neighbourhood Plan.

For more details of the date that the 
formal planning application will be 
submitted by Rydon and also how  
you can send your objections to the 
council, please contact ssjsog@outlook.
com, and we can help you.  

Alternatively if you don’t have access to 
the internet please call 07762383755 and 
we will be happy to help.

We CAN STOP this speculative 
development but we need every 
individual to write in with their 
opposition at every stage of the process. 
We NEED strength in numbers

SSJSOG Group
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Sherborne St John  
Neighbourhood Plan is under Review 
and we need your help
The Neighbourhood Plan was put 
together by some active local people  
in the village working with the parish 
and borough council and was published 
in 2017.

It’s now up for review and needs some 
local villagers to help and support  
this process.

The Plan covers:

• Community Facilities
• Planning and Development including 

housing
• Youth Activities
• Transport
• Environment

Last time around, the Neighbourhood 
Plan highlighted the importance of:

• Protecting the identity of  
the village and the strategic gap  
with Basingstoke

• Views and access to and from the 
adjoining countryside & local people 
were involved in selecting the site for 
18 homes at Sireburne Close, which 
included the new village shop.

Although the current Local Plan 
runs from 2017 to 2029, this is being 
reviewed and the draft local plan 
should be published by the council this 
summer. Emerging policies suggest  
that the village may be required eg. 
within the Neighbourhood Plan  
review to find another site for up to  
15 homes for the period to 2039.

However, the housing policies in 
Basingstoke Borough Council`s  
current local plan (adopted 2016) 
are considered “out of date” by the 
Government, because the borough 
council does not currently have a 5  
year land supply for housing. This 
means that it will be more difficult 

to stand up against speculative 
developments happening in the 
village (like the proposed 26 homes 
development North of Cranesfield  
and any other proposed developments 
which will affect our strategic gap  
with the edge of Basingstoke).

The work in reviewing the 
Neighbourhood Plan is more like 
a marathon than sprint, but is the 
best opportunity we have to shape 
the growth of our village. The Parish 
Council are going to bid for a grant  
to support updating the technical 
studies to support the Plan.

If you would like to be involved in the 
working group please contact:

james.rowley@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk

The 2022 Annual General Meeting 
of the Sherborne St John Village Hall 
will be held:
On Thursday 28th of April 2022, At 7.30pm 

On Zoom – (please contact Shawna below for details)
All residents of the parish over the age of 18 yrs are invited to attend and may vote at this meeting.

Agenda
1. To record any apologies for absence.
2. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 9th of Sept 2020 (copies available at the meeting).
3. To receive the Chairman’s report (copies available at the meeting).
4. To receive the Treasurer’s report (copies available at the meeting).
5. To elect three trustees to serve until the next AGM (nominations available at the meeting).

Notice of any other nominations or business to be raised must be sent to the Booking Secretary  
(Mrs. Shawna Campbell, 2 Spring Close, RG24 9JF / ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com

BEFORE THE 21st of April 2022
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman
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Claiming Dates
Basingstoke Disability Forum Awareness Day, The Malls, B/s
St Michael’s Hospice Woodland Walk, Dogs on Leads welcome. 01256 848848
Women’s Fellowship, Speaker ‘From Cabaret to Conservation’
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 7.00pm)
Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall
The Sherborne St John Village Hall Committee ZOOM AGM details: ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com

1
3
5
11
20
24
28

April 2022

9.30am
2pm

9.30am-11.30am
7.30pm

9.30am-11.30am
7.30pm

Women’s Fellowship, Speaker ‘Dropping the Habit’ & Plant Stall
Sherborne St John Parish Council AGM, Chute Pavilion.  
Basingstoke Festival of Transport – Free family event, small parking charge
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 7.00pm)
SSJ Jubilee Scarecrow Trail, Details from tracey.jeram@googlemail.com

3
4
8
11
28-5th

May 2022
2pm

7.30pm

7.30pm

Queens Jubilee ‘Royal Quiz Night’,  SSJ Village Hall, tickets from 07726308431
Queens Jubilee ‘Afternoon Tea’, SSJ Village Hall, tickets from 07726308431
SSJ Village Jubilee BBQ, Chute Recreation Ground, Tickets from 07799 072506
SSJ Scarecrow Winners Prizegiving, Chute Recreation Ground
Women’s Fellowship, Speaker ‘Around the World in Forty Years’
Spotlight UK Family Day, Popley Fields
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 7.00pm)

2
3
5
5
7
18
22

June 2022
7.30pm

1pm – 4pm
1pm – 5pm

2pm

7.30pm

Women’s Fellowship, OUTING
Sherborne St John Parish Council Meeting, Chute Pavilion. (Planning meeting 7.00pm)

5
20

July 2022

7.30pm

Women’s Fellowship,  Speaker ‘How Lockdown Saved My Damaged Brain’2
August 2022

2pm

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass 

Tuesday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Wednesday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Thursday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *
Friday HG Church, Basingstoke 9.30am *
Saturday Church of St Bede, Popley 9.30am *                                                    * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)
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Basingstoke Window
Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even

the most di
  cult windows

For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call 

We also o� er the following services:

 on 
 Simon 
 Dan
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Specialising in the renovation,  
extension and refurbishment  
of period and country homes

T: 01256 850177   
rwarmstrong.co.uk

over 50 years of craftsmanship
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES

ADVERTISE  
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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CALL Emma Foreman  01256 889215  07747 015494  emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com

Hampshire Farm Shop & Deli  
@ Wolverton Park 

Cheese Counter with over 50 Fantastic Cheeses - 
Fresh Bread - Fresh Fruit & Vegetables.

Award winning Charcuterie, made on premises by Hampshire 
Salami Co. Pie Counter making our own pies, sausage rolls, 
pasties, scotch eggs and more. Cakes and Bakes made fresh 
daily. No Packaging ‘Bulk Buy’ essentials. Artisan Produce from 
Hampshire Producers. Fresh Eggs from local happy hens. Ice 
Cream from Judes. Eco Products. Fresh Meat with butchery on 
site. Plus we have much, much more yummy stuff! 

Come and see. 

We also DELIVER and you can CLICK & COLLECT
It’s really simple, just visit our website for online ordering @ 
www.Hampshire-Deli.co.uk

Wolverton Park, Ramsdell Road, Wolverton, RG26 5RU
T: 01266 861372    M: 07990 556090
W: www.Hampshire-Deli.co.uk     Facebook: @HampshireDeli

We are open on:
Thursday - 8.30am to 2.30pm  
Friday - 8.30am to 2.30pm  
Saturday - 8.00am to 2.00pm

50 
SHADES 

OF 
CHEESE
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County Councillor Devolved  
Grant Scheme.

This enables County Councillors to 
support local initiatives within their 
Divisions that otherwise might struggle.

For the financial year 21/22 I have given 
financial support to the following;

Sherborne St John – School play track

Monk Sherborne- Union Flag

Pamber- strimmer

Monk Sherborne- adult outdoor 
exercise kit

Hampshire County Youth Orchestra – 
Overseas concert tour

Sherborne St John- A340 speed survey

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE
Member for Calleva Division
Chairman Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Fire & Rescue Authority
Hampshire County Council
07712 695476 / 07774 681516
fb.com/tellrhydian

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea
Eat in /Takeaway

Friday 3rd of June 2022
1pm - 4pm

SSJ Village Hall
£6 (must be bought before the day)

For tickets please contact
Mrs. Shawna Campbell beginning 1st of March 2022 at 07726 308431

or ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com
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Sherborne St John  
Church of England Primary School

After the storms that ended last half 
term (and an unexpected school  
closure day due to high winds) we  
have had a quieter start to this half term. 
This is particularly evident for our Year 
6 pupils, who have been taking part in a 
series of ‘Relax Kids’ sessions to enhance 
wellbeing. On a Friday afternoon they 
can be found laying on the floor listening 
to soothing music and learning how to 
stay calm and stress-free. This is followed 
by singing lessons with Mrs Hughes – a 

very mellow and harmonious way to  
end the week!

Delicious aromas are also supposed to 
aid well-being, and that is exactly what 
we had permeating through the school 
on Shrove Tuesday as the children 
in Year R and 1 made (and enjoyed 
eating) pancakes!  During Lent, we are 
learning about ‘The Apostles’ Creed’ in 
our worship sessions, and this will lead 
up to our Easter Service at St Andrew’s 
Church.  The end of term in school will 
also see the return of the Easter Parade, 
which couldn’t be held last year because 
of Covid, and so we are looking forward 
to some wonderfully creative Easter 
bonnet designs from the Infants.

On 3rd March we celebrated World 
Book Day by coming to school dressed 
as a book character.  Harry Potter was 

probably the most popular theme, but 
there were rather a lot of oversized 
(staff!) ‘Where’s Wally’ characters as 
well! The children had book-themed 
activities to work on during the day.  
Then on 18th March we dressed up (or 
down, depending on how you regard it!) 
and held a cake sale to raise money for 
Red Nose Day.

We also welcomed back Mrs Rolmanis 
(still known to many as Miss Biles!) 
who is teaching in Class 3 alongside 
Mrs Webster.  And we said farewell to 
Mrs Brickell, who is retiring, although 
we hope to see her back in school from 
time to time!

Happy Easter holidays to you all!

Sherbert
SSJ School Villager Correspondent 

The Blue Lamp Trust

The Blue Lamp Trust is a Hampshire 
based registered charity (charity number 
1137786). It is a unique partnership 
between Hampshire Police, Hampshire 
Fire and Rescue Service, business and 
the community. 

The Trust promotes community safety 
and security in Hampshire through two 
schemes The Bobby Scheme and the 
Cyber Bobby Scheme:

The Bobby Scheme 
The  Bobby Scheme operates throughout 
Hampshire.  It provides practical help 

with home safety and security to those 
over 65, vulnerable due to circumstance, 
disabled (over 18)  and victims of 
burglary and domestic abuse.

 A full crime prevention and fire safety 
survey is carried out by one of our 
trained, police-vetted fitters. They will 
provide both general and specific crime 
and fire prevention advice to improve 
home safety. When appropriate our 
fitters will fit such items as locks, spy-
holes, door chains and smoke alarms, 
etc. This service is completely free.

The Trust can also supply and fit the 
Supra C500 Key Safe, an ACPO Police 
Accredited Key Safe.  The cost to supply 
and fit is £75 inc VAT.

The Cyber Bobby Scheme
One of our police checked and trained 
Cyber advisors  will visit the client in 
their own home and give advice and 
guidance on basic IT security and how 

to avoid being affected 
by a cyber crime or a 
cyber enabled crime. The 
service is open to those over 65, disabled 
(over 18) and victims of cyber crime

They will cover such things as;  What is 
cyber crime, cyber and scam prevention 
advice, how to check privacy settings, 
signposting to other advice and 
resources,  how to report issues and 
how to recognise scam emails and text 
messages. As with the Bobby Scheme the 
service is completely free.

As well as visits the team can do talks 
about both schemes to local community 
and social groups.

If you would like visit  for either scheme 
or to arrange a talk, either go to our 
website https://www.bluelamptrust.org.
uk/bobby-scheme-choice/
email the team at info@bluelamptrust.
org.uk  or call 0300 777 0157
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation
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Beauregard’s Blog

 

Hello, may I introduce myself.  My 
name is Beauregard but as this is a bit 
of a mouthful for a small chap like me 
I have requested it be shortened to 
Beau.  You may have known Bert my 
late distant second cousin once removed 
whom I am told I greatly resemble.  

In fact he is so removed that he is no 
longer here but I definitely get a faint 
feeling of his existence and the love that 
was felt for him which is a great comfort 
after leaving my own real parents.

I only came to live here a couple of 
weeks ago and am still investigating 
my new owners the Boss and Mrs, the 
extended family and also the house and 
garden.   Certain parts of the house 
are regarded as no go zones for me 
and in the accessible parts I have to be 
accompanied at all times on account 
of my inability to completely control 
my bladder yet.   I only have to pose a 
certain way or move several feet from 
my last resting place to have either the 
Boss or the Mrs jumping up from their 
resting place, scrutinising my anatomy 
and undercarriage and accompanying 
me to the garden to see if I will perform.  
If I can manage to squeeze out a drop 

or indeed spend a very large penny 
then praise if heaped upon my head 
and pats and cuddles are given with free 
abandon.  I think I am getting the hang 
of this as I do so enjoy being petted.  As 
for the other I think it’s a bit indelicate 
to go into too much information here 
but I will point out that each deposit is 
quickly disposed of, so much so that I 
can hardly remember where I last did 
it, however as long it is in the garden 
somewhere then the praise and cuddles 
are well worth it.

I have had my first visit to the vet and 
she gave me the needle, although I have 
to say I didn’t feel a thing but the Boss 
nearly passed out, apparently he doesn’t 
like needles.  I gave him a licky kiss and 
told him I was fine.  We wobbled out 
of the door and went straight home for 
a restorative bowl of puppy food and a 
stiff brandy (for him).

Life on the Veg – 
from the Elm Road Allotments, SSJ
Newbies to the plot! 
We were excited to take possession of our 
half-sized allotment about five months 
ago, having been on the waiting list for a 
couple of years. The best news was that 
the previous tenants had left us with 
five raised beds, four apples and a crab 
apple tree, together with a fruit cage full 
of raspberry canes, blackcurrant and 
gooseberry bushes, as well as beds for us 
to plant vegetables in.

Rhubarb, rhubarb
Every time we popped down to the 
allotment, we always saw a smiling face 
or two and had welcoming words of 
encouragement. Most importantly, we 
were given two heads of rhubarb by one 
of our neighbouring allotmenteers which 
we’ve planted in pride of place in one of 
the raised beds. The only issue now is that 
we have to wait a full year before we can 
pick and eat it!

Decisions, decisions
We’ve already planted garlic and two types 
of onion which are growing well, but now 
come the big decisions of what lovely 
vegetables to grow and which varieties? 
Perhaps it would be sensible to talk to our 
fellow allotmenteers to see what grows 
well for them? They say it’s not what you 
know but who you know!

Busy bees
We’re looking forward to the next few 
months of being busy digging, planting 
and growing, plus socialising in the 
sun with other growers. We’ve built a 
shed base but have the fiddly business 
of putting the shed together now! And 
we’re looking forward to welcoming bees 
and other insects to our plot as there are 
several insect hotels on the allotment for 
their use plus hopefully lots of flowers and 
other plants in the summer months for 
them to feed on too.

The proof will be in  
the eating! 
After all the anticipation and enjoyable 
hard work, we hope we’ve made the right 
decisions of which vegetables to plant and 
trust that we will be able to have some 
great harvests in the months to come, 
weather and luck permitting. We know it’ll 
be fun and only time will tell.
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St. Michael’s Hospice celebrates  
30 years and thanks the  
community who sustains it

This year marks 30 years since St. 
Michael’s Hospice started seeing patients 
on Aldermaston Road. 

The Hospice has always been funded 
by the local community and St. 
Michael’s think the community should 

be celebrating the role it has played 
in maintaining this vital service. To 
remember the extraordinary ways in 
which the community has kept the 
hospice going, the Hospice is launching 
its anniversary with an appeal for 
stories. Do you have a story to share 
about care you or a loved one received? 

Stories like Sharon Fryer’s: My mum was 
in the Hospice 30 years ago, when you 
first opened, and were brand new. I can 
remember the smell of the new carpets. 
You were all so kind and nothing was 
ever too much trouble. Susan Pearce 
was 49 and spent almost a month in 
your care. She had ovarian cancer and 
we sadly lost her on 29th August 1992. 
All your staff were amazing and you 
couldn’t do enough for us as a family. I 
was 22 when my dear Mum passed in the 
Hospice but I know how safe mum felt in 
your care.

“We hope to connect the community to 
the extraordinary difference it has made 
to the lives of its neighbours and telling 
stories is the perfect was to do that. 
We are sure that everyone is connected 
some way, they may know someone 

who has had our care, may have worn 
a crazy hairstyle for Mad Hair Day or 
brought in donations to a store,” said 
Sue O’Flinn, Communications Manager 
at the Hospice.

“We are really excited to be celebrating 
this anniversary. It gives us an 
opportunity to look back and reflect on 
how far we have come but also to share 
with the community where St. Michael’s 
is heading as we expand our services.

“This year we plan to make our Hospice 
at Home service 24/7, further reducing 
strain on hospital services and allowing 
people to stay at home where they  
are most comfortable. We plan to 
expand our Day Services to support 
patients and their families earlier  
in their diagnosis, helping them with 
their symptoms but also allowing  
them to grow support networks with 
other patients” said Iain Cameron,  
Chief Executive.

If you have a tale to tell, get in touch 
at stmichaelshospice.org.uk/30th-
anniversary/ or by email at sue.oflinn@
stmichaelshospice.org.uk.

Hillary de Ferranti digging the first turf

Scottish Country Dancing
The Sherborne St John Village Hall is 
now home to Scottish Country Dancing.  
The group meets on Tuesday evenings 
from 7:30pm to 9:30pm, until the end 
of June.  New dancers, beginners and 
experienced, are welcome to join us for 
a free trial evening, any week. Contact 
us through our website www.tadleysd.
wixsite.com/tadleyscd  or just call in 
one evening.  Dress is informal, flat 
soled shoes are best for dancing and as 
it’s usual to change partners with each 

dance, it doesn’t matter if you come 
alone.  You will be made to feel welcome 
and helped to learn the few steps and 
formations that you need to join in with 
the dancing. 

What is Scottish Country Dancing?
Scottish Country Dancing (SCD) 
is a sociable dance form with roots 
stretching back for centuries. Dancers 
are grouped into sets, typically of 3, 4  
or 5 couples arranged either in two  

lines (men facing women) or in a 
square; and work together to dance  
a sequence of formations. This will  
leave them in a new order, and the 
dance is repeated enough times to  
bring them back to their starting 
positions, with everyone dancing each 
position in turn.

Scottish Country Dancing for Fun, 
Fitness, Friendship.
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The Royal British Legion  
Bramley & District Branch
Forty years ago on 2nd April, 
Argentinian Special Forces invaded 
South Georgia and the Falkland 
Islands and claimed them for their 
country. Ownership of the islands was a 
diplomatic row which the UN had been 
urging Britain and Argentina to resolve 
since 1965. Argentina believed that, as 
the islands were 8000 miles from the 
UK, Britain would not react other than 
through UN and diplomatic sources.

However under PM Margaret Thatcher, 
a Task Force of 127 ships was assembled, 
about half of them being requisitioned 
merchant ships. This was the first time 
since 1945 that all elements of our 
armed forces, including special forces, 
had cooperated on a military endeavour. 
By 25 April, UK forces had retaken 
South Georgia and the battle for the 
Falkland Islands commenced.

As most will recall, battles were fought 
in some of most difficult terrain 
imaginable and in the South Atlantic 
winter. 30,000 British sailors, soldiers 
and airmen were involved. 255 British 

servicemen and women were killed and 
about 1,000 seriously wounded, many 
with life-changing injuries. Some will 
remember Simon Weston CBE, who 
was badly burnt when the RFA ship 
Sir Galahad was attacked. The conflict 
ended with the surrender of Argentinian 
forces on 14 June 1982.

The Royal British Legion, along with 
other military charities, has been at the 
forefront in providing welfare services, 
disablement aids and financial assistance 
to so many who went without hesitation 
to right a wrong perpetrated half a 
world away. To their number can be 
added casualties from the Gulf War in 
the 1990s, Northern Ireland and other 
military engagements.

The RBL supports not only those in 
need who wear or have worn uniform 
but also their dependents. This is 
perhaps not as well-known as it  
should be. Some people think that the 
RBL only exists for two weeks each 
year to lead the Poppy Appeal - but 
we are working all through the year, 

raising funds and promoting the 
objects for which our charity exists: 
Comradeship, Representation, Welfare 
and Remembrance.

Come and show YOUR support! We 
have a lunchtime gathering on Tuesday 
12 April at The 4 Horseshoes pub in 
Sherfield on Loddon. It begins around 
12 o’clock and there is a finger buffet.  
We hope to be joined by two of our 
county officers. No pressure, No 
obligation, just an opportunity to find 
out more about us!

John Morley
Branch Events Member

RBL Drop-In coffee mornings
These will continue in April meeting 
at Sherfield Coffee Shop on the first 
Wednesday each month (6 April, 4 
May) and at The Pavilion, Clift Meadow 
Bramley on the Third Wednesday of 
the month (20 April,  18 May). We’re 
a friendly bunch and love a good 
conversation so come and share the 
hospitality of our table!

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
The March meeting included a talk 
on  ‘Finland - A Very Special Country,’  
given by Mrs Diana White and Mr 
Peter White who have family from 
Finland.  They had brought flags from 
Finland and Hungary, which have a long 
combined history going back centuries 
and accounts for the very similar 
languages; Finnish apparently deriving 
from Hungarian.  The history between 
Finland and adjoining Russia is long 
and complex, which accounts to some 
degree the Finns’ strength of character, 
calm and resilience.

The talk was a blended mix of family 
stories accompanied by photographs 
as well as the general overall aspects 

of Finnish life which included their 
weather and climate, homes, food, 
geography, transport and employment.  
The most relevant and integral aspect 
of Finnish life certainly appeared 
to be the ubiquitous Sauna - one in 
almost every home or building, where 
high-level meetings would take place, 
guests entertained and even where 
parents could introduce their offspring 
to intended partners.  Towels were 
optional, but a good idea to utilise when 
crossing the road!

The Finnish people are industrious, 
peace-loving, efficient, fair and good 
humoured, with a philosophical outlook 
on life, probably a pre-requisite during 

seven weeks of darkness each year, 
and they have many proverbs, both 
meaningful and humorous.

Diana and Peter White clearly love 
the country and its people, and they 
inspired us all with their knowledge  
and anecdotes.

They were thanked by Mrs Jenny Cooke.

The April meeting will be on Tuesday  
5th at 2pm with Shelley Lozano’s 
Talk ‘From Cabaret to Conservation’.   
Everyone is welcome so come along  
if you’re free and would like to give us 
a try.
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Easter adventures at The Vyne
As the weather improves and the days 
get longer we’re looking forward to 
running our annual Easter egg hunt. 
This year it’s set around spring with lots 
of fun activities to get involved in and  
of course a chocolate egg as a prize at 
the end.

We’re excited to be collaborating with 
some local community groups. Look 
out for butterflies made by members of 
Basingstoke and Deane Young Carers, 
knitted crochet flowers crafted by  
people from Andover Mind and 
volunteers from The Vyne, and bird’s 

nests made by clients of the horticultural 
charity, Thrive.

From 25 April, major works affecting 
car parking capacity will see The Vyne 
returning to a booking system.

We are replacing the drainage system 
under the bridge on the reservoir and 
this means using the top car park for 
contractors and limiting staff, volunteers 
and visitors to the overflow car park. 
The house, shop and tea-room, most of 
the gardens and Morgaston Woods will 
remain unaffected.

More information at nationaltrust.org.
uk/the-vyne

Copyright Lesley Barnwell

Upholstery Classes
Do you have pieces of furniture that look a little tired and you would like to re-upholster them yourself? We are a small, self help 
group with many years of experience between us. We would welcome new members. We meet in Monk Sherborne Village Hall 
on alternate Thursdays from 10.00 am until 2.00 pm. The next term starts on 21st April 2022.

If you would like to find out more, please contact Eirwen on 01256 850973 or 07999 408 990 or skerryvore1@btinternet.com. 
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BASINGSTOKE FESTIVAL OF 
TRANSPORT
A Great Day Out for all the Family!

Sunday 8th May 2022 from 11.00-
16.00pm

The Memorial Park will again be filled 
with over 1000 different types of vehicles 
on static display - cars, and motorcycles 
as well as buses, fire engines, 
commercial and military vehicles

There will also be a variety of specialist 
car clubs, trade stalls, with all manner 
of items for sale from motor jumble to 
plants together with catering outlets and 
live music  

The Pink Place Cancer charity

As well as the trade stands, amongst 
them you will find some of the 
charities our Rotary Club supports. 
We are pleased to be able to provide an 
opportunity for them to showcase the 
important work that they do, and for 
them to fundraise to fill their coffers 
after a difficult time.

Basingstoke Young Carers 
Young carers are children and young 
people who care for a parent or sibling 
with a long-term illness or disability.  
Giving them time away from their 
responsibilities is key to their well-
being.  Their team will be fundraising 
to give these deserving young people 
respite time away, with programmes and 
activities where they can make friends 
& have fun to build up their resilience.  
Visit their stand and support their 
fundraising.

Basingstoke Scouts East 
Their scouts 
climbing wall 
was one of 
the busiest 
attractions, so 
get there early to 
join in the fun 
with their expert 
guidance.  Ask  
what’s on offer  

for  young people who join the scouts  

Basingstoke & Deane Sea Cadets 
will be with us again talking to people 
about the opportunities for young 
people who join the Sea Cadets. 

Volunteer with Rotary
The success of our event depends on a 
small army of volunteer helpers. Last 
year we were grateful for the support of 
some 80 volunteers who helped make 
this event such a great success. The 
Festival is completely set up on the day 
and has some particularly challenging 
moments getting vehicles on site before 
opening at 11.00 am!  

If you fancy joining in the fun and 
being part of our team, contact Paul  - 
tempaul45@gmail.com

Common sense, fit and active, and 
over 18 are the only requirements. 

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 35men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds. All live locally in the borough but 
some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others less fortunate, and they find Basingstoke Deane 

Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives. 
If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk  to see what we have coming 

up, or contact Helen or Paul  above to find out more . We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.
Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane                           Twitter: @RBstokeDeane
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KEEPING CHEERFUL TOGETHER 
IN DIFFICULT TIMES

Happily Sharing our Interests 
with Each Other
It’s hard to come to terms with current 
world events, and many of our members 
are finding meeting others, and having 
a good chat, can make a big difference 
to how they feel - especially as all our 
get-togethers are for people sharing 
something they really enjoy doing. 

Not all of us want to take part in the 
more active, physical outdoor activities 
we can offer, but the u3a supports many 
things to do indoors as well.  These 

range from groups such as country 
dancing, badminton and table tennis, 
to more sedentary fun taking part in 
hobbies such as sewing and knitting, 
singing, arts and crafts, Bridge, 
Rummikub and Scrabble, MahJong  
and quizzes.  

Some are face to face, some still Zoom, 
some a bit of both - our website is the 
best place to check them out.  

There are always visits, excursions and 
holidays to take part in too; there’s a 
trip to RHS Wisley in May for example.   
And as we are half way though our 
membership year, you can now join in 
with as many activities as you want for 
only £25!

Want to Meet Others 
Interested in Something 
which Isn’t on Our List?
U3a groups are all organised by one of 
their members, supported by a central 

committee which brings them together 
every month in Queen Mary’s College.  
If you’ve got something you’d like to do 
which isn’t on our list, do please get in 
touch with us and we can help you try  
to set up a new group of your own.  It 
isn’t difficult.  So do get in touch, we’re 
here to help.

email:  
basingstokeu3aenquiries@gmail.com

If you’re not on-line 

and would like a paper copy of all our 
current activities 

phone: 07787 520 281
www.basingstokeu3a.org
facebook.com/Basingstokeu3a

PLAY CROQUET!
Croquet: six hoops, four balls, some mallets and a patch of grass. Sounds easy enough?

However croquet is a game of skill and strategy, angles, tactics and guile. A bit like snooker on grass. It is enjoyable at all levels 
and you don’t need to be an athlete to play it.

Basingstoke Croquet Club has a top class lawn and a cosy clubhouse.  
We welcome new members – experienced or new to the game.

If you would like to give it a try we will be having open days on Saturday 14th May and Sunday 15th May 2022. Just turn up 
any time between 10am and 2pm. Equipment will be provided, just wear casual comfortable clothes and flat shoes. There is no 
charge for a try-out. Until then you might like to look at the excellent training videos on our website. 

If you can’t make it on those days please use the contact form on our website and we can arrange a convenient time for you to 
come for a try-out.

We are in Howard Park just off St Andrews Road in South Ham, please see our website for more information:

www.basingstokecroquet.co.uk
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Probus Learns to Play  
Their Cards Right 
The phrase, generally attributed to, but 
denied by the actor Sir Michael Caine 
“Not a lot of people know that!” could 
be applied to some of the information 
that came from the talk at the latest 
meeting of the Probus Club  
of Basingstoke.

The talk, titled Play Your Cards Right 
by Michael Luck, an expert in card 
payments systems, was about the 
history of credit cards and how their 
security has changed over the years with 
advancing technology. One fact that 
instantly connects to the phrase above 
was that a pin number, used to confirm 
the user, is not seen by the bank when 
making a payment but stays within the 
chip on your card.

The first on the scene was the Diners 
Card in 1950 followed by the American 
Express card in 1958, both of which 
were printed on cardboard. This goes 
some way to explain why today being 
made of plastic they are still called 
cards. Amex changed to a plastic card 
with embossed lettering in 1959. These 
two early ones were in fact charge cards 
in that the full amount had to be paid  
off each month. 

Barclaycard arrived in the late 1960s 
with a credit card as we know them 
today. Zip-Zap imprinters used  
three-part payment slips which the  
user had to sign. 

The magnetic strip, as still seen today, 
was introduced in 1970 and contained 

the name, card number, expiry date 
and some other data. Point of Sale 
electronic terminals in 1980 used to 
swipe the magnetic strip which was 
considered secure as there were no 
computer viruses and hackers in those 
days. The latest chips contain even 
more information which means that in 
all probability the magnetic strip will 
eventually vanish. 

It was the French, in 1975, who 
developed the use of a chip placed on 
the reverse of the card while it took 
until the early 2000s for the Safeway 
supermarket chain being the first in the 
UK to use this technology. 

Contactless cards were introduced 
into the UK in 2008 and had very slow 
acceptance as people were concerned 
that if their wallet was close to a 
terminal that a payment just might 
be actioned. Young people, as with 
many technological advances, saw 
the ease of use and this was especially 
so when in May 2011, the restaurant 
chain McDonald’s introduced this no 
signature required system. With most 
of their sales transactions below £20 
this was seen as a great benefit by the 
company and today they have one of 
the most sophisticated card payment 
programmes in the World. 

The Covid pandemic saw the rest of the 
UK rapidly come to accept this system 
especially when the maximum limit 
was raised to £100. However, this also 

brought about increased fraudulent 
activity if a card was stolen as no 
signature was needed.

What next, you wonder?
The future has arrived and as from 
March this year, as banks and retailers 
boost their security systems, customers 
will be  
sent a code by their bank to enter online 
or at a terminal in a retail establishment 
as proof that they are who the card  
says is the account holder. This is  
called Strong Customer Authentication 
(SCA). This will not happen on every 
occasion, perhaps one in four,  
especially for small value transactions, 
but if a retailer is not ready for the new 
process there could be times when a 
card is declined.

Some retailers are already using this 
system when large values are involved or 
when a customer uses a web site for the 
first time. There is a problem that a user 
might be confused as not all banks use 
the same criteria. PayPal is included and 
Apple Pay on mobile phones already use 
a code, fingerprint or facial recognition 
to approve the payment.

If there weren’t so many dishonest 
people in the world these changes  
to the security systems would be 
unnecessary but the banks are doing 
their best to ensure that only you access 
your money.

www.probusbasingstoke.club

SSJ Book Exchange
Use of the Vyne Road Book Exchange has been good recently. We have quite a backlog of books 
for adults waiting to go into the kiosk, so please, no donations this month. 

The big exception is children’s books. We welcome donations of these in paperback, particularly 
for baby / toddler / pre-school ages.

Come and enjoy this corner of the village this spring and choose a book.

Eirwen and Sally
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Here for you
when you need us...

amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

• 24 hour service
• Free bereavement advice and support
• Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
• Wide choice of memorials for burials 

Basingstoke
The Old Forge, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE
01256 851124

Call 0800 882 1706 to book or visit mccarthyandstone.co.uk/basingstoke to register your interest

Development Address: Island Site, Beggarwood Lane, Basingstoke, RG23 7NL

Register your interest to be kept up-to-date ahead of the Sales Release

Brand New  
Retirement Apar tments  
in Basingstoke Buy  

or Rent!
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EMPLOYMENT LAW TIPS FOR  
START-UP BUSINESSES LEGAL 

 CORNER

A D V E R T O R I A L

Starting a new business is an exciting 
time, but if you are planning to take on 
an employee, there are various laws, 
rules and regulations that you should be 
aware of.

Before recruiting it is important to 
make sure your business premises are 
safe and fit for purpose and that you are 
adequately insured for public liability 
and also for employer’s liability.

An employment contract exists as soon 
as an applicant accepts your offer of 
employment even if the contract is  
only verbal.

It is a must to have a written 
employment contract at the start of 
employment to ensure that both you 
and the employee are clear about what 
you expect of each other.

There are legal obligations placed on all 
employers including notice periods, the 
right to be paid the minimum or living 
wage, rights in respect of holiday pay 
and sick pay, breaks, pension provision 
and rights to time off. Checking the 
employees right to work in the UK 
before the employee starts work is also  
a strict legal obligation.

The rights to time off include such 
statutory rights as flexible working, 
parental leave, dependant leave, 
maternity, paternity, adoptive and 
shared parental leave. As an employer 
you must familiarise yourself with  
these matters which protect the rights  
of the employee as well as your 
obligations in respect of pay during 
these absences.

You will also need to consider policies 
and procedures that you will wish to rely 

on later such as grievance, capability 
and disciplinary procedures.

If hiring self-employed people initially 
you also need to be aware that if they 
are not employees but are workers, 
then they will still have certain rights 
including an obligation for you to pay 
them holiday pay and in some cases 
sick pay. Even workers hired through an 
agency acquire the right to be treated 
in some respects the same as employees 
after 12 weeks in the business.

Employment law is complex and 
is constantly changing, with many 
potentially expensive pitfalls for the 
unsuspecting. It is imperative that you 
seek the advice of an Employment law 
specialist, such as Gill Brown, Jacqueline 
Kendal or Anna Burdett at a very early 
stage so that you do things correctly 
from the outset.  Contact details

Gill Brown:
01256 854605
gill.brown@phillips-law.co.uk
Jacqueline Kendal:
01256 854626 
jacquline.kendal@phillips-law.co.uk
Anna Burdett:
01256 854603
anna.burdett@phillips-law.co.uk
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LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406.

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
e mail:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

BEAUTY THERAPIST  Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon 
in Pamber Heath.  Treatments offered - 
Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor 
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian 
Head Massage and Reflexology.  Strict hygiene 
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.  
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN 
HANDYMAN  Local, trustworthy and reliable. 
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke 
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered, 
quick and simple to complex. www.thebartyman.
co.uk  07827 216806.

JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES  Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call. 07488 347493

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
- The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
-  Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
- For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on 07947 
728 686  www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989.

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs.  Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on 07511 
495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk



31

RANIL JAYAWARDENA, M.P. 
NORTH EAST HAMPSHIRE
The events unfolding in Ukraine 
are gravely concerning and I’m sure 
that you, like me, are following the 
developments very closely. I welcome 
that HM Government will do its utmost 
to offer more help as our brave friends 
defend their homeland. 

Locally, February was a very busy 
month, where I spent time out and 
about in the constituency. From 
meeting representatives from South 
Western Railway to push for better rail 
connections into London, to meeting the 
Police and residents to talk about rural 
crime – I’ve continued to represent your 
interests at every opportunity.

Here in North East Hampshire, we 
are fortunate to be in area of high 
productivity and investment – but 
this does not mean that we shouldn’t 
also strive for further development to 
continue to make our villages and their 
surroundings the best they can be.

Progressing with this good work in our 
constituency is so important, which is 

why part of ‘Our Plan’ is to regenerate 
the high streets and retail centres that  
we use most, such as those in Hook, 
Fleet and Yateley. I want to see these 
areas meet their full potential, to create 
vibrant retail hubs, to use brownfield 
space to build more starter homes, 
and to provide sufficient parking to 
make businesses more accessible. This 
regeneration will protect our green 
fields and provide an economic and 
social boost that will ripple across the 
constituency to benefit residents.

I can’t do this alone. 93% of the 
respondents to my survey agree that  
they want to see this regeneration 
happen – but, to make this a reality, we 
need Hart District Council to listen to 
local people, to come up with a clear 
plan and to take action.

As a local Councillor in the past, I 
was able to transform Basing View in 
Basingstoke by bringing in Waitrose, 
so I know the power that lies in the 
hands of local government. Other towns 
like Bicester, Walton-on-Thames and 

Bracknell are excellent examples of 
what can happen when councils see the 
potential in their local towns  
and take the opportunity to invest in 
their futures.

I’ve done it before, and I know we 
could do it again, to make sure that our 
wonderful corner of the country goes 
from strength to strength. If you haven’t 
done so already, I strongly encourage 
you to share your views on this topic so 
that I can make the case to councils, and 
encourage them to get on with the job: 
ranil.uk/regensurvey.

As ever, I appreciate hearing your views 
on this and all local matters. Please 
feel free to email me at email@ranil.
uk, or pop along to my next ‘Tell Ranil’ 
event where you can raise issues with 
me in person. The details of this, and 
all my latest updates, are available on 
my Facebook page (“Ranil Jayawardena 
MP”) or on my website: ranil.uk – and 
you can also sign up to my newsletter 
for updates and straight to your inbox 
at: ranil.uk/newsletter.
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