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LABOUR RESOURCES AND STAFF

The year was going so well up until the middle of March as you can see from the figures below; 
but then of course the Coronavirus pandemic struck and as a result of lockdown all volunteer 
activity ceased. In January turn outs with the Friday group were good and with projects also with 
Hampshire Conservation Volunteers and Basingstoke Conservation Volunteers an amazing 99 
workdays were achieved, and as it turned out this constituted a third of all the workdays recorded 
in just one month. From the 16th of March until the beginning of September no work parties were 
held at all, the small numbers in June and July relate to individuals who came out to help where 
health and safety required another person to be present.
Lockdown was eased at the beginning of September but it took a while for things to get going 
again and a reasonably normal service was resumed in October with a very different feel as 
social distancing and strict tool hygiene were introduced to reduce the risk of transmission. This 
situation was very brief as once again lockdown was introduced in early November, so that, 
again, help was restricted to individuals on a few days. In early December lockdown was once 
again lifted, albeit for a brief period, when worries about the new virus strain forced lockdown 
for the remaining week of the year. 
In total 296 workdays were put in by the volunteer groups (less than half last year’s 651), but 
given the circumstances this was a terrific effort on the part of the volunteers and so an even 
bigger thank you goes out to all of those involved in these very trying circumstances.

It was not just volunteers that were affected the normal help from the staff  team was also 
suspended in March, but unlike with the volunteers, this was not resumed when the lockdowns 
were eased because it was felt it was too risky as we may have had to all quarantine for two 
weeks all at once.

The ramifications go beyond this as during the year pretty much all face to face meetings were 
cancelled as were any group activities. Working from home and lone working became the norm 
and meetings were conducted in Teams or on Zoom.

Volunteer monthly workday figures for the year are as follows:
January 99
February 56
March 33
April 0
May 0
June 3
July 6
August 0
September 24
October 41
November 4
December 30
Total 296
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RESERVE MANAGEMENT

COPPICING

With the severe reduction in volunteer numbers during the year all practical, physical work has 
been badly affected, so only the highest priority work has been targeted. The coppicing of areas 
widely spaced around the reserve remains a major priority and in line with this the following 
areas were coppiced.
The coppice work we do is structured in two cycles depending on the species of tree involved. 
Chestnut that is grown as coppice for its use as fencing stakes and straining posts is managed on 
a longer rotation of 15+ years often as many as 20 years. Other species are managed on a shorter 
rotation of less than 15 years and the materials gathered from this are used for firewood (birch 
mainly) or hedgelaying (hazel).
The experiment with a shorter rotation in the Kings Hogsty Copse coupes in Comp 9a and c 
started four years ago continues and it will be a further few years before any data to show its 
effect will be available. Here the bird ringing project has shown that after the coppice has 
reached 7 years old there is a significant drop off in bird use not just in species but in numbers 
trapped too. I have therefore started to re-cut older coppice before it has reached the usual 15-
year point. Obviously, this only takes into consideration bird populations, but invertebrate 
numbers are also involved as when it becomes dense and shady after 6-7 years there is also a 
significant drop off in butterflies, bees and hoverflies as these prefer more open sunny 
conditions.

In January a coupe in Heath Copse (1a), and another in Heath Copse (1e) was also cut. 
A coupe was also started in Inhams Copse, this was finished in February.
A triangular coupe was cut in Frame Green Copse (comp 4c) creating a large open area on the 
ride junction of Parker’s and Frog Lane Rides. This large coupe occupied most of February.
In September coppicing resumed in Gold Oak Copse where another coupe was cut in 6c south of 
the stream.
In October a coupe straddling two copses in Kings Hogsty Copse (9a) and Bentley Green Copse 
(7f) was cut, and a coupe in Heath Copse (1e) was also started.
In December after the November lockdown the coupe in 1e was finished and there was also time 
to finish a coupe in Bentley Green Copse (7f) adjacent to Honeymill Brook.
As you can see there was a concentration on cutting coupes in Bentley Green Copse mainly in 
the Honeymill Stream valley and around the butterfly clearing.
Details of the cut areas can be seen in the Map of work completed in 2020 appendix.
During the summer fence repairs are usually completed by the volunteers but this year none of 
this was able to happen. I was able to carry out some essential repairs where the fence had fallen 
down.
Whilst this work is good to do and important in the long run it is not of any major consequence if 
a year is missed out, this is especially the case in coupes where no recent coppicing has occurred 
as deer impacts here are minimal.
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RIDES AND GLADES

Keeping the rides and glades open and free from encroaching scrub is an important and time-
consuming project. Regular cutting of ride edge coppice keeps the rides open and wide, while 
mowing the edges maintains suitable conditions for flowering plants. The glades need regular 
cutting back of encroaching scrub and mowing of grassy areas to maintain the flower rich sward. 
Mowing was completed along most of the wider rides in November a return to the more normal 
timing after last year’s delayed operation due to the wet late autumn. Bowmonts Ride (1f) was 
mown using scythes in late July and the hay raked off by volunteers.
A good proportion of the ride edge coppicing was completed on my own or using individual 
volunteers this year as a result of the Covid restrictions.
Scallops were cut along Straight Ride (4b and d) in November.
Scallops were cut along Parkers Ride (4a) in February and November.
Scallops were cut in Frog Lane Ride (4d) in January and December.
Two small areas were cut in Bentley Green Copse (7a) in November and December.
Due to the restrictions less was achieved this year but in the long run this is will not be a problem 
as with all woodland work gaps in management are less of a problem unless they are extended 
over a few years; hopefully this will not be the case here.

HEATHLAND/WOODPASTURE

The cattle were moved into Inhams Pasture on 30th June at the usual time and were allowed to 
return to the main grazed area on 1st August. Like last year the gate between the two grazed areas 
was left open so that they had access to both areas until the end of the year.
The dexter herd was reduced by one steer so now stands at 17.
The main impact of the reduction in volunteers has been in these areas. No scrub management 
was completed this year as it was considered non-essential, partly because good control has been 
affected as a result of work over the last few years, but also because the other major impairment 
on this habitat, bracken encroachment, has been dealt with so there is not as much pressure on 
the need to control scrub in the short term.

OTHER WOODLAND WORK

The Estate was involved in some more tree felling this year. From the 1st October they started 
felling ash trees in areas that are heavily used by the public (along public rights of way and the 
major rides). This occurred in three main areas; where Frog Lane Ride crosses Honeymill Stream 
in compartment 6, where Straight Ride crosses the same stream in compartment 9 and where 
Green Ride crosses the stream in Compartment 7. These areas are all in the stream valleys as ash 
is largely restricted to the richer soils in these areas. The need for this work is as a result of the 
appearance of ash dieback, a fungal disease that appeared a few years ago but only affected ash 
saplings. Now it has got into larger trees and for safety reasons it has been necessary to fell the 
trees. All those trees not in potentially dangerous positions will be left standing and the disease 
allowed to do what it will with the likely outcome that there will be a lot more dead ash wood 
around in a year or two.
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After this work had been done the estate moved onto the next oak thinning operation, this time in 
Frame Green Copse (4e). Here 54 oak trees were felled and extracted to near the sewage works 
entrance. An opportunity was taken here to expand the ride junction glade at the junction of 
Straight Ride and Frog Lane Ride.
I carried out some pollarding of oaks with a pole saw mainly in String Lane Copse but some also 
in Gravel Pit Copse during the winter months.

BRACKEN & RAGWORT CONTROL

For the third consecutive year bracken spraying was carried out by contractors. This year further 
areas in String Lane Copse were sprayed as well as the open heathy areas in Beggar’s Bridge 
Copse. The areas sprayed last year showed little re-growth of bracken. Most of the open heathy 
areas of the reserve have been completed now.
No ragwort control was necessary as in all the areas where it can be a problem a large population 
of cinnabar moth caterpillars removed all the green parts leaving bare stems sticking out of the 
ground – biological control!

PONDS & STREAMS

Both streams were in flood on 15/16th February after heavy rain brought in by storm Dennis 
(nothing to do with me!). Perhaps as a result of this both ponds were full after this event, just in 
time for the spawning season. Another storm in March caused further flooding, particularly 
Honeymill Stream that caused problems for the frog spawn (see the Amphibian section for 
details). After this we entered an extended spell of exceptionally dry weather from mid-March to 
the end of May that resulted in Honeymill Stream to stop flowing very early, on 27th May; even 
earlier than last year; maybe this will become the norm as climate change progresses! This was 
short lived as it started flowing again on 19th June after some heavy rain. Soon after,  it stopped 
again this time for the rest of the summer until autumn rains resumed its flow in October. It 
flooded again on 27th December refilling Bentley Green Pond.
Gravel Pit Pond is filled by ground water and is quite different to Bentley Green Pond both in 
terms of the annual cycle and the acidity. As a result of the wet winter the ground water levels 
were high throughout much of the summer despite the exceptionally dry spring, and as a result it 
barely dried out completely all summer, only in late August and September was it reduced to 
rather damp mud. By the end of the year it had filled to just over half full.

HARD STRUCTURES

A range of minor repairs were made to fences and gates around the reserve.
Some of the wooden decking on the bridge over Bowmonts Brook (10e/f) was replaced in mid-
April.
On 2/3rd October a major gale brought down the large oak tree right next to this bridge but 
remarkably, despite it moving slightly no damage that needed repairs was done, a remarkably 
lucky escape. The tree was removed by the estate while their contractors were on site.
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OTHER INCIDENTS

As I reported in last year’s report the situation regarding the traveller’s site remains unresolved; 
the travellers have appealed the High Court injunction, but this is still to be heard and as a result 
of the pandemic has been delayed further with no indication for how long.

Several fungi pickers were stopped not by me but by concerned dog walkers, they left the site 
after it was explained that it was illegal on this site. 

On the very last night of the year a group of people decided to ignore the lockdown and held a 
new year’s party in String Lane Copse where the see-saw is located. In the morning a dog walker 
called me so attended to find the fire still burning (they had used firewood stolen from the wood 
store nearby) and a large number of bottles, cans and other rubbish was left behind.
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VISITOR USE

ACCESS AND INTERPRETATION

Effectively everything was as normal until mid-March, then, when lockdown was introduced 
things changed dramatically.
Lockdown coincided with the exceptional spell of fine weather from mid-March to June and this 
probably contributed to the huge surge in the number of people visiting the reserve that carried 
on for the rest of the summer and into autumn and winter.
In my thirty years managing the site I have never seen it busier; usually the most obvious group 
using the site are dog walkers, this year there have been vastly more people without dogs and on 
bicycles, and many, many more families as people on furlough with kids at home have taken the 
opportunity to exercise on the reserve. Many of these people would have been people who do not 
know the site or have never visited it before and consequently I was able to help many of those 
who appeared lost and were glad of the assistance.
The other effect of this is that usually there are times of the day that are much quieter; this has 
not been the case this year with visibly more people around throughout daylight hours and often 
at dusk and into darkness.
It is unclear whether this has had much of an impact on the wildlife, probably not for the 
majority but it certainly has impacted on the flora on the rides where excessive trampling has 
been a problem especially once the site got wet and muddy in the late autumn.

The other area that has been affected by lockdown is in group activities. These have been very 
minimal this year. I am not aware that the Forest School have been active this year and certainly 
no guided groups have been seen or led by me.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Close community links remain with Silchester Parish Council with the joint grazing scheme and 
giving advice on management of Silchester Common. I also help out with monitoring on this 
site. 
Other local parishes are represented on the Advisory committee that meets twice a year where 
matters pertaining to Pamber Forest can be aired and representatives are brought up to date with 
developments, but as a result of Covid these meetings and the summer walk have not taken place 
this year.
I also have close involvement with Tadley Town Council and Turbary Allotments Charity 
regarding the management of Tadley Common. 
The quarterly newsletter is posted in Tadley Library, Pamber Parish and Tadley notice boards 
and it is also available in The Plough Inn in Little London and Calleva Arms in Silchester, 
though this ceased when the pubs were forced to shut down.

Generous financial assistance was received from Tadley Town Council, Pamber Parish Council 
and Silchester Parish Council.
Financial support is also provided by Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council, Natural England 
and Forestry Commission.
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RECORDS / SURVEY

METEOROLOGY

January started mild and wet with frequent floods. From the 18th high pressure set in but it was 
cloudy all week with sharp overnight frosts, and then it returned to being very mild but dry at the 
end of the month with some overnight temperatures in excess of 10C. The month was 2C above 
the monthly average.
February started with warm sunny days but cold nights and then storm Ciara blew in with gales 
and rain on 8/9th, this was followed the following weekend by storm Dennis on 15/16th that 
caused flooding and a few trees to blow over. The third storm of the month, Jorge, arrived on 
29th with similar results. The month was the wettest February on record with over 200% of 
average rainfall and was 1.4C above the average temperature.
The first half of March was very dull with frequent rain and hardly any sunshine. On the 19th 
high pressure settled in for the remainder of the month giving clear sunny days and virtually no 
rain, but with a cool easterly air flow. The month was 1C above average temperature and with 
134% of average sunshine.
April was the sunniest on record with no rain until the last three days. The dry sunny weather 
meant that the month as a whole was 1.7C above average with only 40% of the average rainfall.
May was very dry and warm in the first half of the month, with some very warm days later in the 
month, 28C on the 20th. It was the sunniest, driest May on record with only 47% average rain 
and was 1C above average temperature.
June started just like the previous months with warm, dry conditions, but between the 10th and 
23rd it was cooler and showery with some thunderstorms. A hot spell, between the 23rd and 25th 
ended with further thunderstorms and ended cooler and windy. For the 6th month in a row the 
temperature was above the average, this time by 1C.
July started unsettled but a long spell of sunny weather between 10th and 22nd improved things 
before further unsettled conditions set in, but the last two days were very hot with 36C recorded.
August was characterised by some extremely hot weather. Between the 6th and 11th there were 6 
consecutive days with temperatures over 30C and with a maximum of 36C on the 11th , during 
this period night time temperatures failed to drop below 20C. More unsettled weather followed 
until the end of the month. The mean temperature was 1C above average while rainfall was 
135% of average.
The start of September saw a succession of fronts bringing spells of rain. The middle of the 
month was much quieter and warmer particularly between the 19th and 24th before returning to 
more unsettled conditions in the final week.
October was a wet month with nearly twice the seasonal average rain. It will be remembered for 
the frequent lows bringing high winds and rain belts; a brief lull on the 21st-23rd was followed by 
a very wet spell on 24th-26th.
November was very unsettled virtually throughout the month, except for a brief spell between 4th 
and 7th and a few days at the end. Rainfall was slightly lower than the seasonal average, and it 
was the 6th warmest November about 1.5 C above the norm.
December started with a continuation of the settled weather until about the 8th when for the 
following three weeks a succession of fronts brought some very heavy daily rainfall totals. The 
last week was drier and very mild. Temperatures were 0.5 C above normal and rainfall was 
135% of the average. In all, 10 months recorded higher than average temperatures.
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FLORA

The year began, as usual, with hazel catkins flowering in the first week of the year. Sallow, wood 
anemone, primrose and wild daffodil were all flowering in the third week of March.
In general, it was a much more normal spring with trees coming into leaf at about the usual time.
It was another very good year for common cow-wheat, the second in a row.
Once again there was some unseasonal flowering of plants with betony and honeysuckle both 
flowering on 3rd November.
There were some sharp overnight frosts on May 10/11th that resulted in the newly formed 
bracken fronds being burnt off where they were not under trees.
There was a bumper acorn crop this year so in October and November the jays and squirrels 
were burying them for an extended period of time. 
The fungi were more protracted in their appearance with several dispersed flushes during the 
summer starting in August and going right through until November.
The war on alien species has continued with chemical weeding being used on juneberry, Spanish 
bluebells and variegated yellow archangel. Some rhodedenrdron,  juneberry, cotoneaster and 
laurel were also dug up.

ODONATA

The first dragonfly was on the wing on 19th April, a full three weeks earlier than last year, due no 
doubt to the really warm second half of March and April. By the beginning of June eight species 
had appeared on the wing. The highlight was a white-legged damselfly on the 22nd June. There 
were also 3 banded demoiselle (Calopteryx splendens) recorded on the butterfly transect, a rarely 
reported species.

Other species recorded included: X number recorded on transect (last year’s figures)
Large red damselfly (Phyrhosoma nymphula) from 19th April. 3(2)
Beautiful demoiselle (Calopteryx virgo) from 20th April. 28(51)
Broad-bodied chaser (Libellula depressa) from 2nd May. 12(19)
Emperor dragonfly (Anax imperator) from 17th May. 13(9)
Golden-ringed dragonfly (Cordulegaster boltonii) from 7th June. 11(12)
Southern hawker (Aeshna cyanea) from 13th June. 28(26)
Common darter (Sympetrum striolatum) from 13th June. 19(85)
Migrant hawker (Aeshna mixta) from 30th July. 17(37)
Also recorded were emerald damselfly (Lestes sponsa) 1(1), azure damselfly (Coenagrion puella) 
15(7), common blue damselfly (Enallagma cyathigerum) 2(8), four-spotted chaser (Libellula 
quadrimaculata) 0(3), black-tailed skimmer (Orthetrum cancellatum) 14(0), brown hawker 
(Aeshna grandis) 16(26), ruddy darter (Sympetrum sanguineum) 17(71). As you can see, there 
were far fewer dragonflies recorded on the transect this year, 220 as compared to 350 last year.
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OTHER INVERTEBRATES

Wood ants were once again active very early on 1st February.
Beetles: Glow-worm larvae were seen on the ride surfaces on the 14th, 16th and 17th May.  
Minataur beetle were both seen and trapped in the moth trap on 12th April, 2nd May, 30th October 
and 17th November. Longhorn beetles were once again prominent with variable longhorn on 28th 
May, speckled longhorn on 30th May and dusky longhorn beetle in a moth trap on 25th June. A 
male stag beetle was also recorded from a moth trap on 25th June. Pick of the beetle records was 
a rove beetle Bibloplectus tenebrosus RDBK found by Tom Harrison in sphagnum in Beggars 
Bridge Copse on 5th April. I tipped Tom off about a much larger area of sphagnum in Inhams 
Copse and he visited the area soon after and found a good number of them.
Flies: A banded general, a soldierfly was found sunning itself on a bramble leaf on 24th July, this 
scarce species has expanded its range in response to climate change in recent years, so not an 
altogether surprising find. 
October was too wet and cold to survey once again for the very rare species of caddisfly 
Ironoquia dubia.

LEPIDOPTERA

Moths
2020 was an exceptional year for two reasons; the excellent summer helped, but the biggest 
factor was the amount of effort I was able to put in as a result of the Covid lockdowns. There 
were records for 33 nationally notable species. In total 606 species of moth were recorded during 
the year, most of these by light trapping, so the number recorded is directly linked to the amount 
of survey effort. In 2018 (the previous best) the number recorded was 532 so it just shows what 
you can find if you look hard enough! Over 40 of these were new records for the site.
The 25th June was notable as 14 light traps were set out with the help of Keith Tailby and Mark 
Hammond; over 200 species were recorded including 7 species of micro new for the site.
It was also a very productive year for clearwings with 8 species recorded to pheromone lures.

National status: RDB = Red Data Book, RDBK = Red Data Book knowledge deficient because 
of lack of data, pRDB = proposed Red Data Book, Na = Nationally Scarce 16-30 10k squares, 
Nb = Nationally Scarce 31-100 10k squares.

Of particular note were: 
Caloptilia falconipennella Nb 7th April
Phyllocnistis ramulicola Na 27th October, the 600 species recorded for the year. Only the 5th 
record for North Hants (VC12), mines the bark of young sallow twigs.
Monochroa palustrellus Nb 25th June, NEW for site and 2nd Vice County record (recorded once 
at nearby Bramley Frith).
Gelechia nigra 25th June, Na NEW for site. Only 8 records for Hampshire, feeds on aspen.
Xenolechia aethiops 25th June, pRDB NEW for site
Batrachedra pinicolella 25th June, Nb NEW for site, 2nd VC12 record, larvae mine the needles of 
pine.
Psuedosciaphila branderiana Nb 14th June.
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Apotomis sauciana Nb 5 on 25th June, recorded once before in 2017, 3rd Vice County record.
Celypha aurofasciana Na 25th June, NEW for site, new Vice County record, only two other 
records for Hampshire.
Grapholita lobarzewskii Na 2 on 25th June, NEW for site, larvae feed inside crab apples.
Elegia similella Nb 25th June.
Lunar hornet moth Nb attracted to the newly available lure, previously only reported as a larva 
about 40 years ago.
Yellow-legged clearwing Nb 4 attracted to lure 13th June.
White-barred clearwing 3 attracted to pheromone lure in Gold Oak Copse Nb 28th May
Sallow clearwing Nb 3 21st July, NEW to site, previously reported from Silchester Common 
before 1970.
Orange-tailed clearwing Nb attracted to lure 28th May
Red-tipped clearwing Nb 1st June attracted to lure with another on 2nd June and 21st July.
Six-belted clearwing Nb attracted to lure. 16th July.
Oak eggar 20th August, a day flyer seen on the butterfly transect, very rare in North Hants, 
although there were many reports in south Hampshire this year.
Lead-coloured pug Nb, 14th June, with a maximum of 13 on 25th June.
Bilberry pug Nb a maximum of 33 on 25th June.
Drab looper Nb 2nd May only 5 singles seen up until 28th May. 2 second generation individuals 
were seen on 5th August.
Great oak beauty Nb a maximum of 20 on 25th June.
Four-spotted footman Na. 7th August
Jersey tiger Nb 30th June, NEW for the site on 13th August. Not unexpected as like many species 
has been expanding its range due to climate change.
Small black arches Na, a good year for this species with a maximum of 22 on 25th June.
Kent black arches Nb. 13th July.
Dotted chestnut Nb 5th April with another on 7th April. 
Webb’s wainscot Nb NEW for site, 7th August with another on 14th September. Lives in reed 
beds so these were wanderers.
Rosy marbled Nb, 12 in moth trap on 25th June.
Blue underwing one on 2nd September was the only one this year.
Dark crimson underwing RDB, 31st July recorded for the second year in a row and thought to 
have colonised the site as a breeding species. Another on 14th September and a single hind wing 
was found on a ride surface indicating at least one more was present.
Common fan-foot Na. 15th June
White-line snout Nb NEW for the site.13th July

The moths counted on the butterfly transect were as follows: last year’s figures in brackets.
Common heath 1 (2), orange underwing (including light orange underwing) 5 (7), oak eggar 1 
(0), drab looper 5 (4), silver y 5 (4), speckled yellow 5 (13), vapourer 1 (3).
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Butterflies

The best that can be said is that this was an average year with 3812 butterflies recorded on the 
transect. All transect weeks were completed despite the lockdown. The first butterfly of the year 
was a peacock on 2nd March and by the end of April 11 species had appeared mainly as a result 
of the exceptionally warm weather. As usual there were winners and losers; the most impressive 
was meadow brown, also well above average were red admiral, orange tip, holly blue, gatekeeper 
and peacock. The losers were speckled wood, ringlet, white admiral and silver-washed fritillary, 
the first three of which are notoriously drought intolerant that would account for their status. A 
grayling, only the second record of one on the transect was seen on 12th September.

Pamber Forest Summary of Butterfly Records for 2020 

Small/Essex Skipper
This was the best year since 2014 with 223 on the transect (Ave over 10-year period being 165). 
The first was on 1st June with a peak of 56 on 20th July and the last on 13th August. There were 
small numbers of Essex Skippers.

Large Skipper
This species had a marginally better year than average with 176 (161 Ave). The first was on 27th 
May, so a little earlier than normal. The peak was 34 on 22nd June and the last was on 30th July.

Brimstone
This was an average year for this species. The first of the year was on 16th March, with a peak of 
34 on 15th April and a second peak of the new generation of 33 on 22nd July. There were 341 
recorded on the transect (ave 356).

Large White
This species relies on migration to boost numbers and there were some arrivals from the 
continent with the first on 10th April. There was a peak of 11 on 12th July. 53 were recorded on 
transect (ave 46)

Small White
The first was on 4th April but 8 came between mid-June and mid-September. The average is 4 so 
a good year.

Green-veined White
This was an average year for this species with 155 recorded on the transect (ave 171). The first 
was on 11th April but the spring flight was poor with 24, a peak of 6 on 2nd May. The second 
brood was much better with 131, starting on 22nd June with a peak of 25 on 12th July.

Orange Tip
This was a very good year for this species with 42 (ave 28) recorded on the transect, the second-
best year on record. The first was on 5th April with a peak of 14 on the 23rd April and the last on 
18th May.
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Purple Hairstreak
The transect produced 39 this year (ave 27). The hot weather in July produced a peak of 20 on 
20th July when many were seen at or near the ground particularly around damp mud.

Small Copper
5 were recorded between 20th July and 7th September.

Common Blue
None were recorded this year.

Holly Blue
This was a great year for this species with 53 on transect (ave 18). The first was out on 9th April 
which was also the peak with 5, 19 being recorded in the spring generation. The 2nd generation 
was much bigger with 34, starting on7th July with a peak of 9 on 12th July and the last on20th 
August. It was the 4th best year and the best since 2004.

White Admiral
This was a very poor year for this species with only 19 on the transect, only 1988 and 2016 being 
worse with 19 and 16. The first was relatively early on13th June and a respectable peak of 8 
occurred on 22nd June but it was all downhill from here with the last on 12th July. The summer 
droughts are really starting to take their toll, and with this summer also being very dry the 
prospects for next year do not bode well. I could not find larvae in their usual haunts but did 
witness females laying eggs in ditch bottoms among bramble and bracken no doubt in response 
to the very dry conditions as much of the honeysuckle was looking very parched.

Purple Emperor
None were seen this year.

Red Admiral
This was a very good year for this species no doubt bolstered by migration from the continent 
with 57 recorded on the transect making it the 3rd best on record (ave 29). The first was seen on 
21st April with a peak of 17 on 7th July.

Painted Lady
None were seen this year.

Peacock
A good year with 149 (ave 99) recorded on the transect. The first was the first butterfly seen on 
the reserve on 2nd March. There was a spring peak of 25 on 5th April with the last of the spring 
flight on 20th May. The summer flight started on 24th June with a peak of 22 on 12th July. 

Comma
It was a pretty average year for this species with 57 recorded on the transect (ave 65). The first 
was on 22nd March with a peak of 4 on 5th April. The spring flight was poor with only 6 
recorded. The summer flight was better with 29, the first on 27th June with a peak of 9 on 7th 
July. The autumn flight was smaller with 22, a peak of 8 on 1st September.
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Silver-washed Fritillary
It was a very disappointing year for this species with 229 recorded on the transect (ave 524). The 
first was on 13th June, quite early for this species, and a peak of 54 was recorded on 20th July, 
normally the peak is over 90! The last was seen on the 20th August, again early as they usually 
are seen into September. As is usual for poor years none of the ‘valesina’ female colour 
aberrations were seen.

Speckled Wood
A disastrous year for this species, only 2016 and 2019 were worse. The transect recorded 173 
(ave 420), the only cause for optimism being that it was an improvement on last year. The first 
was on7th April but the first generation was very poor with only 7 and a peak of 2 on 15th April. 
The second generation recorded 36 with a peak of 10 on 22nd July. The third generation was by 
far the best with 130 starting on 5th August with a peak of 31 0n 1st September.

Marbled White
The 33 recorded on the transect was average (34). The first was on 19th June and a peak of 12 
on24th June and the last on 22nd July.

Gatekeeper
This species had a really good year with 624 recorded on transect (ave 457). The first was on 6th 
July with a really good peak of 166 on 22nd July and the last on 20th August.

Grayling
A very rare record of this species occurred on 12 September, only the second time I have 
recorded this species on the transect. The species is doing well on gravel restorations north of 
Silchester and so not necessarily a big surprise.

Meadow Brown
It was a record year for this species with the numbers recorded on the transect over 1000 for the 
first time with 1022 (ave 548). The first was on 1st June with a peak of 212 on 12th July and the 
last on 20th August.

Small Heath
Two were recorded, probably the same individual as they were on consecutive days in the same 
place on 31st August and 1st September.

Ringlet
A really poor year with only 344 recorded on transect (ave 912). You have to go way back to 
1988 to find a worse year. Significantly this species is not drought tolerant so this may account 
for the poor performance. The first was on 21st June with a peak of 123 on 12th July and the last 
on 20th August.
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REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS

Adders were out of hibernation slightly late on 29th February. During the spring sightings were 
difficult because of the hot weather so they were not basking as usual. Grass snakes were seen on 
two occasions; the first on the early date of 16th March and another was seen on 23rd April. 
Common lizards were seen regularly from the 2 March when 5 were seen, mostly as they 
disappeared into cover and slow worms were seen commonly under the reptile felts.
The results of the felt surveys were:
Adder 4 (9 last year) Grass snake 0 (2) Slow worm 33 (32).
Frogspawn was first noted on 25th February in flooded oxbows near Honeymill Stream and 
spawning also started in Bentley Green Pond. On 1st March after the stream had flooded spawn 
masses were left high and dry on the gravel ride, and I moved 10 clumps back into the pond, but 
much was caught up in brambles and could not be rescued. As usual many clumps were 
discovered in the flooded oxbows the length of Honeymill Stream. Unusually there were about 
10 clumps of spawn in Gravel Pit Pond, usually considered too acidic to support frogs.
Toads were observed copulating in Gravel Pit Pond on 22nd February, much earlier than last year 
and a crescendo was reached on 14th March when there was a mass toad orgy in the pond, 
spawning ceased on 19th March but remarkably there was a second wave around the 10th April. 
Also, on 22nd February 10 toad skins were found next to the pond, the rest had been eaten, this 
was probably done by rats. Despite the dry summer the pond remained wet well into the summer 
allowing all the tadpoles to complete their growth and exit the pond.
Smooth and palmate newts were seen regularly in both ponds. Plenty of evidence of newt 
breeding was seen with the characteristic folded over floating grass leaves revealing egg laying 
sites although it was not known which species these belonged too.

BIRDS

Highlights of the year included 4 wintering firecrest that were seen from 1st January at the north 
end of the sewage works in Inhams Copse, and they stuck around until they dispersed to breed in 
March. With these there were large numbers of goldcrest and long-tailed tit. On 20th January I 
counted 100+ goldcrest and 60-70 long-tailed tit in the flocks attracted by the abundant flies 
hatching from the sewage filter beds.
2 honey buzzards were seen by a group on 2nd August but despite plenty of searching by various 
birders they were not seen again, generally birds seen at this time of year are breeding but they 
could have been early migrants. On 3rd June I put out a moth trap in Bentley Green Copse on the 
generator and a few minutes later a nightjar was heard churring in nearby coppice, perhaps 
responding to the sound of the generator! Then on the 25th June, again when mothing in Beggars 
Bridge Copse a pair were seen displaying and churring from a prominent dead tree perch in the 
more usual open heath habitat suggesting an occupied territory. This is the first time I have seen 
or heard nightjar on the site despite many searches.
Chiffchaff was wintering at the sewage works, regularly seen when watching the firecrests, they 
started singing on 14th March.
At least two families of spotted flycatcher were seen in mid-July, but territory surveys revealed 
that there may have been at least 7 or 8 but possibly up to 12 occupied territories. Several 
migrants were seen in August using the dying tops of ash trees as hunting perches.
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There were at least 7 bullfinch territories and 21 garden warbler territories.
Marsh tits were strangely hard to find with only 6 territories found. There were around 15 mistle 
thrush territories. All of these territory mapping exercises were made possible by the coronavirus 
lockdown releasing time to spend on surveys.

Arrival dates for migrants were as follows:
31st March Blackcap
5th April Swallow
12th April Cuckoo 
13th April House martin
12th April Garden warbler
15th May Whitethroat
17th May Spotted flycatcher

The spring arrival dates were about average. 
Redwings arrived for the winter on 16th October a few days earlier than last year, with fieldfares 
on the 7th November.
On 20th May I observed a large mixed flock of rooks and jackdaws on the ground under the trees; 
there were over 100. Rooks are very rarely seen on the ground in woods, and as I observed them, 
I realised they were feeding on caterpillars. At this time of year caterpillars feeding on the oak 
leaves descend to the ground in huge numbers and the birds, ever the opportunists, must have 
found them and were feeding avidly on them.

Bird Ringing Report
Only 11 of the 12 ringing visits were able to be made as the first one was cancelled due to the 
covid lockdown.
The numbers ringed on each session were good with two new species recorded (Jay and Spotted 
Flycatcher). Some interesting results were the 8 Goldfinch ringed as only 2 had been ringed in 
the previous 12 years, this was almost certainly the result of the early stage coppice now 
prevalent in the area with plenty of seeding marsh thistles attracting the birds. The 5 Willow 
Warbler trapped was also remarkable given their increasing scarcity on the reserve, but this can 
also be explained by the more open habitat that species likes. A factor which probably explains 
the complete absence of Goldcrest trapped, a species that prefers dense taller growth. The 
situation with Marsh Tit is also interesting given the high incidence of re-traps. Re-traps are a 
factor of individual birds occupying a fixed territory within the survey area and so being caught 
more than once and in some cases repeatedly. In this case there were only 5 new birds trapped 
and 9 re-traps, and this is reflected in the long-term results with 65 new birds and 70 re-traps. 
Other highly territorial birds show this tendency as well, with Wren 226 new, 119 re-trap, Robin 
327 new, 148 re-trap and Bullfinch 110 new, 50 re-trap.
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CES BIRD RINGING IN PAMBER FOREST 2008‐2020
2020 2008‐2020
New Re‐trap Total New Re‐trap Total

Mallard 1 1
Sparrowhawk 2 2
Woodpigeon 1 1
Little Owl 1 1
Kingfisher 4 4
Great Spotted Woodpecker 1 1 8 3 11
Rook 1 1
Coal Tit 1 1 85 17 102
Marsh Tit 5 9 14 65 70 135
Blue Tit 46 8 54 650 250 900
Great Tit 32 10 42 511 195 706
Long‐tailed Tit 1 2 3 177 67 244
Willow Warbler 5 5 18 1 19
Chiffchaff 4 1 5 168 40 208
Reed Warbler 1 1
Garden Warbler 4 4 65 22 87
Blackcap 23 6 29 233 60 293
Firecrest 2 2
Goldcrest 206 9 215
Spotted Flycatcher 2 2 2 2
Wren 20 12 32 226 119 345
Nuthatch 1 1 2 45 2 47
Treecreeper 5 4 9 76 25 101
Blackbird 10 2 12 80 32 112
Song Thrush 3 3 54 17 71
Robin 27 12 39 327 148 475
House Sparrow 1 1
Dunnock 8 6 14 44 19 63
Grey Wagtail 3 3
Jay 2 2 2 2
Chaffinch 1 1 13 3 16
Bullfinch 4 3 7 110 50 160
Greenfinch 5 1 6
Redpoll 6 1 7
Goldfinch 8 8 10 10
Siskin 6 6
Totals 212 77 289 3212 1152 4364
Species 21 14 22 37 23 37
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MAMMALS

Mammals are incredibly difficult to see in woodland apart from squirrels, deer and the odd 
rabbit, mostly because they are largely nocturnal, usually all you see are the signs or hear them.
On 8th November I was really lucky to see two weasels on the ditchbank on Parkers Ride in 
Frame Green Copse. They were searching holes in the bank, probably looking for small 
mammals. I watched them disappearing down holes and reappearing all the time making high 
pitched noises, obviously contact calls between each other. This lasted for about 5 minutes and 
then nothing further was seen or heard. It is many years since I have seen a weasel on the site.
Foxes were seen a couple of times, but the more normal sign of their presence, their strong 
odour, was smelt on many occasions.
Badgers maintained their active sett in Beggars Bridge Copse and their activity was recorded 
much more widely than usual; with many dung pits in evidence, and once again of note, were the 
number of bee and wasp nests that were dug out. 
The dormouse boxes were not checked this year as a result of the coronavirus lockdowns.
The culling of deer was also affected by the lockdown this year and so most of the buck season 
was missed as well as the end of the doe season for roe deer.
As a result of this no buck roe deer were shot. Seven doe’s were shot and two muntjac, 1 male 
and 1 female.



PAMBER FOREST BUTTERFLY TRANSECT INDEX FIGURES BY WEEK 2020
Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Total

Small/Essex Skipper 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 18 23 8 36 56 50 25 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 223

Large Skipper 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 34 34 30 29 22 10 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 176

Brimstone 34 28 5 20 14 33 28 20 13 2 3 3 15 0 27 33 23 21 11 0 2 1 0 5 0 0 341

Large White 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 11 6 6 7 6 0 2 5 1 1 2 0 53

Small White 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 8

Green‐v White 0 0 4 1 6 5 5 3 0 0 0 10 11 17 25 12 17 12 11 1 3 5 5 2 0 0 155

Orange Tip 2 5 6 14 5 6 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 42

Purple Hairstreak 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 1 0 5 20 1 6 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 39

Small Copper 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 5

Brown Argus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 4

Holly Blue 0 5 2 2 1 2 4 2 1 0 0 0 0 3 9 2 6 3 8 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 53

White Admiral 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 4 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19

Red Admiral 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 7 5 17 10 3 4 3 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 57

Small Tortoiseshell 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Peacock 25 22 18 12 0 5 6 3 0 0 0 0 1 10 22 15 6 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 149

Comma 4 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 3 9 8 1 0 0 1 0 2 8 8 2 1 0 57

Silver‐w Fritillary 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 11 21 19 46 54 33 24 15 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 229

Speckled Wood 0 1 2 1 1 1 1 0 3 3 0 2 3 4 1 8 10 2 6 22 28 31 18 11 5 9 173

Marbled White 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 12 3 9 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 33

Grayling 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

Gatekeeper 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 22 149 166 164 87 27 8 0 0 0 0 0 624

Meadow Brown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 43 111 188 137 212 122 118 56 28 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1024

Small Heath 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1

Ringlet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 13 97 123 48 45 9 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 344

Total 65 63 37 51 29 53 49 30 17 16 59 227 336 359 599 556 501 343 183 58 54 52 36 22 8 9 3812



21

PAMBER FOREST BUTTERFLY TRANSECT COMPARATIVE INDICES 1995‐2020

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

SMALL SKIPPER 1289 2297 935 544 274 166 322 245 263 671 359 404 331 290 214 311 126 74 204 255 184 117 167 79 130 223

LARGE SKIPPER 304 309 174 95 100 110 148 270 146 219 149 59 73 64 105 259 361 90 69 161 144 67 109 114 237 176

BRIMSTONE 285 296 339 152 225 315 299 394 236 N/I 363 469 376 202 255 318 337 N/I 225 385 401 282 402 358 499 341

LARGE WHITE 31 6 60 84 25 72 32 40 42 23 76 51 27 35 185 40 18 6 70 14 62 59 29 127 33 53

SMALL WHITE 23 4 19 3 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 3 1 1 1 5 2 0 1 5 2 6 3 12 2 8

G‐V WHITE 158 152 219 156 87 240 161 217 80 356 109 101 88 62 351 262 176 N/I 264 119 160 111 90 267 90 155

ORANGE TIP 39 15 29 32 20 17 21 35 23 N/I 38 N/I 22 N/I 29 27 30 N/I 11 28 36 29 29 15 49 42

P. HAIRSTREAK 41 18 27 45 28 42 38 62 10 86 18 25 11 12 14 27 4 7 5 4 19 12 46 74 73 39

SMALL COPPER 32 14 21 4 1 0 3 5 3 12 0 4 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 0 2 3 2 5

COMMON BLUE 30 10 20 2 2 2 4 0 2 2 0 5 0 0 1 99 9 0 5 8 19 0 0 11 0 0

HOLLY BLUE 4 38 60 7 4 1 11 22 10 56 20 6 6 13 1 23 24 8 5 4 36 7 22 23 34 53

WHITE ADMIRAL 78 126 59 83 31 51 110 66 53 60 54 117 65 43 54 161 85 25 28 31 44 17 63 50 61 19

PAINTED LADY 0 105 0 0 0 3 0 3 10 0 0 1 1 1 79 0 0 0 0 0 3 5 0 0 16 0

S. TORTOISEHELL 9 14 22 0 0 0 0 2 7 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 5 7 8 1 5 1 0 2

RED ADMIRAL 16 50 10 7 20 12 23 37 39 15 11 36 75 4 12 22 20 18 3 29 14 43 53 16 69 57

PEACOCK 194 224 256 88 87 111 110 85 81 N/I 59 N/I 87 N/I 204 98 44 N/I 170 209 151 55 61 30 76 149

COMMA 72 66 127 17 38 27 30 49 51 41 30 104 47 50 150 129 27 N/I 64 60 58 50 104 48 44 57

S.W. FRITILLARY 311 503 445 192 223 266 499 346 418 403 401 566 527 429 639 1102 578 268 445 470 595 220 734 459 367 229

SPECKLED WOOD 175 266 249 227 223 329 277 853 368 383 348 310 223 481 796 986 566 257 419 611 474 137 293 349 104 173

GATEKEEPER 993 2303 863 543 588 748 834 662 880 1133 720 648 307 582 693 872 392 140 253 369 611 144 514 425 849 624

MARBLED WHITE 35 72 81 52 59 107 139 80 31 68 36 62 47 45 34 55 43 16 8 9 35 28 60 31 53 33

MEADOW BROWN 721 775 526 475 626 446 674 512 610 504 447 519 411 515 885 736 529 278 231 267 797 258 953 779 653 1024

RINGLET 744 782 774 850 1219 1312 1348 1116 764 657 820 692 547 604 806 1471 1471 553 685 899 776 633 999 809 824 344

TOTAL 5584 8445 5315 3658 3880 4377 5083 5101 4130 4695 4058 4182 3273 3434 5509 7003 4845 1741 3171 3945 4631 2281 4738 4080 4095 3812
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